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T T has beca the opinion of many perfons of great 
•*' fcnfe and learning, that the knowledge of « God, 
|s well as fome other felf-evident and uncontefled no- 
tions, is born with us, and exifts antecedent to any 
perception or operation of the mind. They exprefa 
themfclves on this fubje^ in metaphorical terms^ alto- 
gether unbecoming philofophioM and judicious enqui-» 
riesy while they aflert, that tlie knowledge of a God is 
interwoven with eur conftitution, that it is written, en* 
grareft, flampt, and imprin*:ed in clear and difcernibic 
ehara^ers on the heart $ in w4iich manner of fpeech 
ihcy atfe£^ to follow the great orator of tlie Romans. 

Bythefe unartful phrafes they can mean nothing but; 
this, that the propofition. There is A Goo, is a£^ually 
exifienc in the mind, as foon as the mind has its be- 
ing; and is not at firil acquired, though it may ]}t 
afterwards confirmed, by any a^ of reafon, by any 
argMment or demonOrat^on. I muil confefs my inabi- 
lity to conceive 4his inbred knowledge, thefe original 
kKlependent ideas, that owe not their being to the opc- 
sarioA of the underflanding, hut arc, I know not how," 
eon^icoite aod co-eiil>ent with it. 

B 1 '^^^ 
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For how a man can be faicl to have knowledge be- 
fore he knows, how ideas can exift in the mind with- 
out and before perception, I mud own is too difficult 
for mf to cpmprehend. Tli^t a nqan is born w^tji a 
faculty or cajjacity to knowi- though as -yet witfiout 
any a6lual knowledge ; and that, as the eye has a na- 
tive difpoiition and aptitude to perceive the light, when 
fitly offered, though as yet it never cxcrcifed any a6l 
of vifion, .«ml h«d -no innat^nhagcs -in the womb ; f4 
the mind is endued wiih a: power, and faculty to kno^ 
and pcrccivethe trutli of tlMS-prdpofition, There is j^ 
God, as foon as -it Hull bq reprcf«nt«d lo it ; all this i» 
clear and iiitelligibk r huiC any thing -more is, as I have 
feid, above my r:eacb. Jrv Itbis opinion, which I had 
many years ago entertained, I ^^s afterwards con- 
firmed by the famous author of tJieJliTay of Humaa 
Und^rftanding. Nor can I fee, that by this doclrine. 
the argument for the exiftencc pf a Deity, drawu from 
the general i^ti'cnt of ^U ra^tioos (excepting perhaps 
fomc few, .who ?^re ifo bi^rbarbus ^hat ii\ty approach 
very near the oonditiop of brc|te animals), is at all in< 
validated. For fuppofang theie is no inbred know- 
ledge of a God i yet if mankind generally aflcnt to.it, 
whether their belief proceeds fiom iltcir reflc£^ion on 
tliemfelves, or on the vifible creation about them, it 
will be certainly true, that the exigence of a Deity car- 
ries with it the cleared and .moft uncontrolable evi- 
dence ; fince mankind fo readily and fo vmiverfally per- 
ceive and embrace it.. Jt. deferves confideratioDf 
-tbat St. Paul upon this argument does not appeal to 
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lliC ligltc-withioy or toany diara^lers of.tlic I>ivih9 Bc-> 
log onginally engrayen on the heart, but deduces tlie 
Mufe from the cifcA^ and from the creadon infeis tho 
Creator. ^ :* 

i it is very probable that thofe who believe aa innate 
idea of a Divine Beiog, unproduced by any opeFAtioii 
of the mind, were led by this to another opinion, 
jumiely, that tliere never was in the world a real Athcifl 
in belief and fpeculation, how many foevekr the)?e' rr.iv 
have been in life and practice. But, upon due exfimi- 
nation, t|iis opinion, I imagine, will not abidd the \c([, 
wliich I fhall endeavour to make evident. 

But, before I enter upon this fubjeft, it feems proper 
to take notice of the apology, which fevcnil perfons of 
great learning and* candour have made for many famous 
men, and great (Aiilofophers, "unjuflly accufcd of 
impiety. 

Whoever Ihallfct about to mend tlie world, ^nd re- 
form men's notions, as well as their manners, will cer- 
tainly be the mark -of much -fcandal and reproach ; and 
will effefhially be' convinced, that it is too poifible the 
'greateft lovers -and henefaftors of mankind may l)c 
r c pref c nted by the multitude, wliofe opinions they 
cootradi£k, as the word of men. The liardy under- 
takersy who exprefs their zeal to re£lify the fentimcnts 
of a pvrjudiced people in matters of religion, who la- 
bour toftem'thc tide of popular error, and flrike it 
the foundations of any ancient, cflahlifhed fupcrflirion, 
mud themfelves expefl to be treated as pragmatical aftd 
infolent innovators, di(lur\icr« of ihc ]^\3A>\\q. \>vi^<i$> 
B .:? "^xv^ 
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sa J die great enetnies of religioiu The olifcr?ation of 
all sge$ coadrms this truth i and, if any man wfad it 
cbabtfol of it would try the ezpcriamiti I make nO 

queftion he will rcry foon be thoroughly convinced* 

-& k ao wonder, therefore, diat Anaxagora^ though 
he WM, the firft philofopher who plainly alTerted an 
Sternal Mind by whofe power the world was nnde, for 
4)ppafing the publto worlhip at Athens* whofe refined 
jwks were t>luoged in the moil fenfelefs idolatry^ and 
paij^fiularly ior denying the divinity of the Sun» ilwuld 
be .ci^emned for irreligiony and treafon againA the 
Gods; and be heavily fined and baniibed the city. 
It is no wander, after fo fliarp a perfecution of this 
-^tealout reformer, that Socrates, the next fucceHbr but 
one to Anaxagoras, and the laft of the ionic fchool, for 
oppofing tlieir fcandalous rabble of deities, and aflcrt* 
ingone Divine Being, fhould be condemned for Atlicifm^ 
and put to deaths by blind iiiperilition and inaplacable 
bigotry. 

Some have been condeinned by tlKir anugonitls for 
impiety, who maintain pofitionc, which thoTe from 
whom they dillent imagine have a tendency to the 
ciid>elief of a Deity. But this 14 a maaifeft vidaiioa 
c£ jttftice, as well as candour, to impute to any jnan 
the remote coniiEqtiences of his opinioDy which he him- 
felf 4lfclaims and detefls* and who, if he faw the 
connexion of his pnnciples with fuch concUifionst 
would readily renounce them. No man can be rea« 
ibnably charged witli more opinions than he owns; 
and if this JulUce were obfcnred io polemical difcourfes. 
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'H well of theology as pliilofophvy many perfons had 
efcaped thdfe hard names» and terrible cenfures, which 
dicir angry antagonifts have. thought fit to fix upon 
them. No one therefore is to be reputed an AtheifV, 
or an enemy to religion, upon the account of any er- 
loneoHS opinion, from which another may by a long 
chain of fequels draw that conclufion ; much lefs for 
holding any do6^rines in philofophy, which the com- 
mon people are not -able to examine or comprehend, 
who, when they meddle with fpeculations, of wliich 
they are unqualified to judge, will be as apt to cen- 
fure a philofopher for an Atheift, as an aftronomer for 
a magician. 

■I would fain too in this place make fome apology 
for the great numl>«ps of looTc and vicious men, who 
laugh at religion, and feem in their converfation to 
difclaim the belief of a Deity. I do not mean an apo> 
logy for their pra6lice, but tlieir opinion. I liopc 
ihefc unhappy peifons, at lead thq greateft part, who 
have given up the reins to their pailions and exorbitant 
appetites, are, rather than Atheids, a carelefs and flu- 
pid fort of creatures, who, t-ither out of a fupinc tern- 
•per, or for ftar of being difturbed with remorfcin their 
unwarrantable enjoyments, never fobcrly confidcr with 
therofclves, or excrcife their rcafon on things of the 
liigheft importance. Thcfe perfons never examine the 
arguments that enforce the belief of a Deity, and the 
.obligations of religion : but take tlie word of their in- 
genious friends, or fome atheidical pretender to philor 
.fopl\\', who alTures them there is fto God, wi^ xW^vl- 
B 4 l^^ 
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toTfi no religion. And notwithftanding all Athci^^ 
bave leave given them by their principles to become 
libertines, yet it is not true that all libertines arc Athe- 
ifts. Some ^plainly aflcrt their belief of a God; and 
bothers, who deny his exiftence, yet do not deny it upon 
any principles, any fchemc of philofophy which they 
harfe framed, and by which they account for the ex- 
igence and duration of the world, in the beautiful 
order in v^hich \ve fee it, without the aid of a"Divine 
Eternal Mind. 

'But there are two forts of men, who without in- 
juftice have been called Aihciflsj thofc who franRly 
and in plain terms have denied the being of a God ; 
and thofe who, though they aflcrted his being, denied 
rhofc attributes and perfcftions, which the idea of a 
God includes ; and fo, while they afcknowleclgcd the 
Viame, fubvcrtcd tlic thing. Tlifefc arc as real Athcifls 
lis the former, but lefs fincerc. If any man ihould de- 
clare Ik believes a Deity, but affirms that this Deity is of 
human (hape, and %ot eternal ; that he derives his be- 
ing from the fortuitous concourfe and complicarion of 
atoms ; or, though he allowed him to' be eternal, ihouKl 
maintain, thathe flicwtfd no wifdom, defign, or pru- 
dence, in the formation, and no care or providence: in 
the government, of the woHd ; that' he never rtfitStt on 
anv thing exterior to his own being, nor interefts liim- 
felf in human affairs; does not know, or does not at- 
tend to, any of our aftions : fuch a perfon is, indeed, 
and in eticft, as much an Alheiftas the former. For 
though lie 'Owns the appellation, yet* his defcription is 

dcilruftive 
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deHrullttre Ojf the idea of a God; I* do not affirm, that 
the idea of a God implies the relation of a CrratorT 
init, iince hi ilie domorifbatioa of the cxlftencc of a God 
.wc argue from the* cff«6t to the caufe, and proceed 
from the contemplation of the creature to the know- 
ledge of the Creator, it is evident we cannot know there 
ba God, but we mud know him to be the Maker, 
and, if the Maker^ then the Qovemor and Bcnefa£lor of 
the world. CouU there be a God, who is entirely 
reganllcfs of things without him, who is perfe^ly un- 
concerned \Titli the diredion and government of the 
world, b altogether indifferent whether we worfhip 
or atfront him, and .is neither pleafed -nor difpleafed 
with any of our adions; he would certainly to us be 
the fame «as no God. The log in the fable would be 
altogether as vcnerable.a Deity ) for- if he has no con- 
cern with us, it is plain we .have none with him : if 
.we are not fuhje6l to any laws he has made for us, we 
can never be obedient or difobedient, nor can we need 
forgivenefs» or exped reward. If we are not tlic fub- 
jefibi of his care and prote£^ion, - we can owe him no 
love or gratitude) if he .either does not hear or dif- 
regards our .«pniyers, how impertinent is it to build 
tcmpkst and to worilup at his altars I In my opinion, 
foch notions of a Deity, which lay the axe to the root 
of all religion 9 and make all the expreiliom of it idle 
and ridiculous i which deftroy the dilUnftioD of good 
and bad, all morality of our a£^ions, and - remove all 
the grounds and reafons of fear of punifbrnent, and 
liope of 'rewasd i will juftly xlenominate • a • man an. 
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Atheift, though he ever Co much difiskims ditt igim« 
niniotts title. 

Thtles the 'foQixbr .of the fonfC fch66l, and thfe 
^lofisphert who fvceeeded hinii Anaximatrder, Anaxi- 
roenes Diogenes ApoUionates, Anaxagoras, and Ar- 
vchelausi tfe.jcenfarcd -by Ariftotle as diibefierers of a 
Pchyi thejreaiba heaves is> that thdfe philofoplTenr, 
in treating bf the princTples of the world, never intro- 
duce fhe Deity as the efficient canfe. But if it be 
conndtoredi that natnral fcience was then ih its infancy, 
and that thofe primitive* philoibpliers only undertook 
to account for the material principle out of which 
the world was made, which one aflertetl to be water, 
>oae fatf anodier atrt though this may prove that 
they fomed hut a lame and unfini(bed fcheme of phi- 
, loibphyv y^ it ^ot9 not evince, that they denied the 
rheing^of ii God, or that they did not believe him to 
rbc the «fficient-eaufe of all things. It is indeed a con- 
f iacing evidence tihat their philofophy was imperfcf^, 
a«..at firft it.migl« well be; but from their iilence or 
'Omifliion of him in tlicir fyftems, when tlrey dciigned 
to treat only ci the Hriaterial caufes of things, it is un- 
teatoahle .to affirm diat they dented hisbdng : and it 
i% certain Anaxagonii taught, that, beddes matter, it 
waa «b(blutely nccefilary to aiTert a Divine Mind, thi 
Coatciver and Maker of the wodd ; andibr this religi- 
^as^principle, as was faid bofbre, he was at Athens an 
iUudcious coafelTor^ 

. After the death of Socrates, the Ionic fchool was 

foon divickd into various iSids and philofophical par* 

ties: cf the Cyrenaic fchool, TVv6odot>3.\ aivd Dion 



BLACKMORE'5 CRfeAtlON. xi 

Borifthenitct^ were re^mted Atheifts, contemnen of the 
Gods, and deriders of religion. Vet (ince it does noc 
ippear, that cheyt had fonned any impiotis fdieme of 
philofophy, or maimsuocd their irreligion by any pre- 
tended principles of reaiba, it is not improbable that 
thefe men were rather abandoned libertines, without 
confideracion and refledion, than fpeculatire and philo- 
(JBphical Athcifts. 

The Italic fchool, tx) its great diihononr, was mott 
ferdle in impiety, ami produced a greater nnmber of 
thefe irreligious philofophers. The mailers, who fuc- 
fieeded their famous founder Pythagoras, foon degene- 
raced from his noble and pious principles, and not only 
' corrupted the purity of his do£lrine, but became down* 
right apoftates, renouncing the belief of a God, and 
fubTcning the foundations of religion. Leucippus, 
Democritus, Diagoras, and Protagoras, were juftly 
reckoned in this rank ; who aflTcrted, that the world was 
made by the cafual combination of atoms, without any 
afliftance or dire£lion of a Divine Mind. They taught 
tlieir followers this do6hrine, fupported it with argu- 
ments, and fo were Atheifts on pretended principles of 
reafon. But among all the ancient obdurate Athcifls, 
and inreterate enemies of rdigton, no one fcems more 
Aneere, or more implacable, than Epicurus. 

And though this perfon was perhaps of as dull an 
onderftanding, of as unrefined thought, and as little 
fagacity and penetration, as any man who was ever 
complimented with the name of a phildfopher; yet feve- 
xal great wits, and men of diftinguiihed learning, in thU 
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.Jti^agc, have been ploafed to.gtretlie.wocld high'enco- 
•iniuros of his capaoity and fuperior attainments. .. ■ • 

After -a lon^ night of ignorance badioverfpread the 
face of :£ur9pe) many -wife aaen, from a generous love 
^f tr^nhy rcfolved tQ exercife. their realbn, and int 
^themfelvesfrom prejudice, and a fervile veneration of 
.great names, apd prevailing authority ; and, growing 
impatient of tyrannical impofitions, as well in philolisi- 
fhy as religion* 'to their great honour, feparared both 
'iirom the churdi of. Rome, and the fchool of Ariftotle. 
Thefe patriots -of the commonwealth of learning com- 
luned to reform tlie corruptions, and redrefs the grie- 
vances, of philoTophy; to pull dowothe Peripatetic mo- 
narchyt and iet up a free and independent (late of fci- 
<cnce I and, l)eing fiilly^ .convinced of the weakncfs and 
unreafbnablenefs of Ariflotle's fydem, which confided 
chiefly of words without any determined meaning, and 
of idle metaphyseal definitions, of wiiich many were 
falfe, and many unmtelligible ; they in this cafe had 
.rccourfe to the Corpufcularian hypothciis, and revived 
the obfoleteand exploded fyilem of £picurus. 

Many of thefe noble leaders, who had declared 
.againft the Peijpatetic ufurpation, and aflerted the 
jrights and libeities of human undcrftanding, called in 
this philofophery for want of a better* to depofe Aris- 
totle* And though a general revolution did not fol- 
ioWy yet the defection from tlie prince of fcience, as 
he was .once efteemed, was very great. When thefe 
firft reformers of Aridotle's fchool had efpoufed tlie in- 
fereft of EpicuruS| and introduced his doctrines, tliat 
4 his 
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bis hypotheii> miglic be recervcd with the Icfs oppoii- 
rion, they thought' it neoellary to i^nibve the tgnbmini-» 
ouscharader of impiety, under which their philolbpher 
hid loDg lain. -And it it indeed very natural for a man, 
who has embraced a nother^s notions and principles, to 
believe well of his mafter, and to fhnd up in the de- 
fence of his reputation. The learhed Gaffendus i& 
eminent above all others for the warm zeal he had ex> 
preflfed, and the great painshe has taken, to vindicate 
the honour of Epicurus, and' clear* his charafker from 
the imputation of irreligion. 

. After tlie unhappy fate of Anaxagoras and tlic 
great Socrates, it is no wonder that the philofopherr^, 
who fucceededy thould grow more caUtibus in propa- 
gating their opinions, for fear of provoking the ma< 
giilrate, and making'.-thcmfelves obnoxious to die laws 
of theip country x and^ if any had formed irreligious* 
fchemes, it is - to be fuppofed, they would take care to 
guard, as well as they could,, againft tlie punifliment 
to be inflicted on all who denied the Gods, and deri*' 
ded the eftablifhed worfhip. An Atheid cannot be 
fuppofed to be fond- of fufiering^ when pain and death' 
are what he chiefly abhors-: and therefore Epicurus, 
who, if Cicero- and Plutarch knew his opinion, was a 
downright profelled Atheift, has net in terms denied, 
but indeed ailerted, the being of the Gods; and fpcaks 
honourably of them, fo far as regards the excellence 
of their nature, and their happinefs. But when ha 
defcribes his Gods, and gives them a human face and 
limbsi and fays chey are neither incorporeal nor c<^t- 
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porealy bnc »S it were corporeal; while he exdnckf 
thfMi freii my hand in nuktnfif, or care in guiding 
aind governingi the worlds and undertakes to (hew thaa 
9II tUngi wcm bro«ght about by mere chance, with« 
out aaf help or diref^ioci of the Gods, who are aim* 
gether qocpocpro^d with human affairs, and regardlefs 
of our anions I biB muft laugh in htmfelf, and be fup^ 
pofed to have formed t&t» ridtcufeus idea of a Divine 
B«ng merely to efcape the chara^r of an impious 
fhilofophcr. For thoogh he owns the .name of a God^ 
by his defcription he intirely dedroys the Divine Nature. 
Nor do I thinks .that Ariilotle can. be defended from 
the charge of Atheifm ; for while he affirms, that the 
world as to its Ibivnation, as well as its progreilion and 
duration^ h independent <m the Gods, and owes no* 
thing to their power, wifdom, or providence, he utterly 
iiibvertft ill pretence id religion and divine worfhip, 
and comes at laft into the dregs of the Epicurean 
jcheme : this, I believe, I have plainly proved in the 
fbllowifl^ poem* 

As to the modem Athetfts, Vaninus, Hobbcs, and 
$piaofa i I JMve ipoken of them in their turn, and ihall 
not anticipate what is faid hereafter. 

I have been determined to employ fome of my leifure 
hours in writing on this fubjeft, by the melancholy 
reHetSlion I have often marh: on the gcowth of prophane- 
nefs, and the prevacUng power of kofe and irreligious 
principles in this nation. 

It is a mortify i(^ confid^ntion to all who love man- 

k4n4y and wiib W«U cq theix'.cowitry, that tliis opinion 

I2MS of Isce years, above l\\c cx?iiT\^le o{ ^aft at^cs, 
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{pni^d itt.GOBU^ous isAueiice (6 far and wide, that 
aowy emboldened ]»y the power and number of its 
aflerton, it becomes iniblent and formidable. Thofe 
impiaus maxims, which a fmall party m the lafl age, 
when inflamed with wine, vented in private, are now 
the entertunment of the coffee-houfe, publicly pro« 
fefledy and in many companies fpoken of in cool blood, 
as the ordinary fubjefis of converfation. 

All ages have brought forth fome monAers, feme 
profeilbri and patrons of irreligion ; monfters in re- 
ffc£k of their icarcenefs, as well as deformity; but the 
amazing abundance of thefe odiovs productions is, I 
believe, peculiar to this fertile age. I am apt to think, 
that moik who were reckoned Atheifts in former reigns^ 
were rather- tinbridled- libertines, than irreligious in 
principle : but now we are lb far advanced, that the 
infection has feized the mind; the Atheift in pra6lice 
is become one in fpeculacion, and loofenefs of manners 
improved to intelle^ual impiety. 

Many (which is without example) exprefs an ardene 
aeal for prophanenefs, are grown bigots in Atheirm, 
and with great indutVry and application propagate thtir* 
principles, form parties, and concert meafures to carry . 
•n with vigour tlie caufe of irreligion. Tlwy carcfs, 
and are very fond of, thofe who boldly declare fur 
impiety, and mock all religion as cheat and imp< f- 
ture. Thefe are wits, men of fenfc, of large and free 
thoughts, and cannot fail of being men in fafliioiu 
And as the renegades and dcferttrs- of- Heaven, wiio 
renounce theiir God for the favoai' of men^ uid chuC<s 
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to grow popular at the diftarcll rate, arc by rnaVi^ptjJ 
te£^ed and applauded ; fo there are f>1abes whefb a nran'/ 
that has the alTurance to otvn the bfelitf of^a Deity'artd- 
a futixre ftatc, would be exjtofed and hu<»iTed outol^ 
iouAtenance. Hence mzn^ are tempted to conceaA' 
their notions of religion, for fear of blading their re-> 
putatiohy and -of being negle£l6d and dtffpifcd by* 
thofe from whc^e favour they ttped:' profit or pro> 
motion^ 

• Imnnediately after the Reftbration-, the people, in-- 
toxieated with the pleafures of peace, and influenced' 
by the example of' a loofe court, as well, as from their 
great averfioa- to the former fanatical ftriftnefs and* 
ic verity of conrcrfation, whicli they dctefled as hypo-' 
crify, indulged themfelvcs in fenfual liberties, and by 
degrees funk deep into luxury and vice. Tlien it wad- 
thaf fome irrel^ous men, taking advantage of thrs- 
growing dilTolution of manners, began to propagate* 
tiicir deteftable notions, and fow the feeds of prophane-' 
6eft and impiety* which fprung up apace, and flourifh- 
ed in proportion to the growth of immorality. Thu» 
vice and. irreligion, mutually adifVing each other, ex«- 
tended their power by daily encroachments i and th» 
folid temper and firmnefs of mind, which the people* 
ence poflcdcd, being (lackened and dHTolted by the- 
power of riot and forbidden pleafiire, their judgement 
foon became vitiated; which corruption of tafle has 
ever iince gradually increafed, as the confederate' 
powers of vice and prophanenefs have fprcad their in- 
/<?AiaD^ and gained upon* religion. ' 
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While loofe principles and impious opinions per- 
vert the judgment, a petulant humour that inclines 
men to give an air of levity and ridicule to all their 
difcourfes, and turn every tiling to mirth and raillery, 
does in proportion get srround ; this being efteemed the 
mod fuccefsful method to weaken the power and autho- 
rity of religion in the minds of men. 

I would not here be uoderAood as if J condemned 
the qualifications of- wit and pleafantry, but only the 
mifapplication of tliem. I ihall always retain a great 
value for ingenious men, provided they do not abufe 
and proflitute their talents to the word purpofes ; I 
mean the deriding all fobnety of manners, and turn- 
ing into jeft the principles which conditute our duty 
here, and allure our happincfs hereafter. But can any 
man who reveres a God, and loves his country, (land 
by unconcerned, while loofc and prophane wits fliew 
fo much zeal and diligence in propagating maxims, 
which tend fo dire£lly to tlic dlihonour of the one, and 
the ruin of the other ? 

Should Atheifm and corruption of manners, thofe 
infeparable companions, which, as caufes and effe^^s, 
mutually introduce and fupport each other, prevail 
much fartlur; ihould impious notions in any age 
hereafter generally infe£l the highed, as well as the 
inferior ranks of men ; what confufion of affairs mud: 
enfue 1 It would be impoilible to find men of princi- 
ple to fill the places of trufl and honour, or patrons 
to promote them : merit would incapacitate and dif- 
qualify for the favour of great men, and a religious 
C A\^^^ct 
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chjtn^ would be an infinctblc obftruftion to ad- 
vancement ; there would be no perfons of rank to en- 
tourage men of worth» and bring negle6^ed virtue in- 
to fiffrion. On the contrary* the contemners of hea- 
%«n and deriders of piety would be carelTed, applaud- 
ed, and promoted ; the difpofers of preferment would 
confer all on thofe who embrace their opinions : and 
what a terrible temptation would this be to our youth, 
to accommodate their notions to thofe of the men in 
power, when they ihall fee tliat their favour is not 
ocherwife to be procured ! 

Is it not highly probable that, in fuch an age, clubs 
and cabals would be formed of fcoffers and buffoons, 
to lau^ religion out of countenance, and mak^ the 
profelTors of it the obje^ of public fcorn and con- 
tempt? 

Befides, it is natural to believe that Majpftrates in a 
commonwealth, generally compofed of Atheifts, would 
likewife proceed to violence, and perfecute thofe whom 
they could not perfuade to embrace their notions, as 
much ts any fe6^ of religion has ever done. For it is 
not religion, but corrupted human nature, that pufhes 
men on to compuliive methods of obliging their ad- 
verfaries to renounce their own, and aifen the opini- 
ons of men in power. It is from the fa6^ious temper 
of a party, not the fpirit of piety, it is from pride and 
an impatience of contradi£Hon, or from luft of domi- 
nion, or a violent dcfire of engrofling the places of 
honour and profit, that men endeavour, by cruel and 
coerdrc methods, to iilence their opponents, and fup* 

\3refs 
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|)refs tbeir competkors. And if it will be allowed 
that human paflions will always exert themfelves with 
nnifbrrairyy and therefore Aill produce the like effe£ls ; 
if we may foretel what Atheifts when in power are 
Hke to do, from what they have done, as far as they 
had ability) we may be alTured, when they do nor 
want power, they will never want a will to employ 
violence, to extinguifh the notions of piety, and the 
hateful herefy of religion. It would not be Orange 
if AtheifHcal tefts in fuch a ftate of affairs flioukl l^e 
formed and impofed, to keep men of dangerous prin- 
ciples out of all pofts of power and profit ; and all 
that believed the being of a God, and the rewards and 
panifliments of another life, fhould be looked on as 
diftfTe^ed to the government, and the diflurbers of the 
public peace. 

And if fuch notions of impiety, and fuch a dege- 
nerate conftitution of manners, fhould ever prevail in 
this unhappy nation, any man witliout the gift of pro- 
phefy, and, indeed, with a very moderate penetration, 
nay forefee, that the public will then be expofed to 
ineritable ruin. 

But before the intcrcfts of virtue and religion are re- 
duced to fo deplorable a ftate, it is to be hoped this 
once wife and fober nation will awaken from its le- 
ditrgy; that, notwithftanding the prefcnt popularity 
of vice, levity, and impiety, it may one day recover its 
lelifh of folid knowledge and real merit; that buf- 
foons themfelves may one day be expofed, the laugh- 
ers in tlieir turn become ridiculousi and an Atl\ev(V\c^V 
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fcdfer be as much out of credit, as a fober and reli- 
gious man is at prefent ; virtue, ferioufnefs, and a 
due reverence of facred and divine things, may revive 
among us; and it is the duty and interefl of every 
man that loves his country, and wiihes u'ell to man- 
kind, to make his utmoft efibrts to bring about fuch 
a happy revolution. This would the fooner be effe6k« 
cd, if the virtuous part of ingenious men (for virtue 
has flill a party) vrould not fupinely (land by, and fee tlier 
honour and interefl of religion expofed and infulted i 
but, inflead of an abjefV, una£tive defpondence, would 
unite their endeavours, with vigour and refolution, 
againd: the common enemies of God <md tbcir coun- 
try. It is great picy, that in fo noble a caufe any 
Ihould fhovv fuch poornefs of fpirit, as to be a(hamcd 
of alTerting their religion, and ftemming the tide of 
impiety^ for fear of becoming the entertainment of 
fcofiing libertines. 

I know the gentlemen of Atheiilical notions pretend 
to refined parts, and pafs thcmfelves upon the world 
for wits of tlie firft rank : yet in debate they decline 
argument,, and rather truft to the decifion of raillerjy 
But if it were poilible for thefc gentlemen to apply 
themfclvcs in good earned to the reafons aUcdged in 
proof of a Divine Being, in a manner that becomes aa 
enquiry of fuch confcqucnce, I fliould believe their 
convit\ion were not to be defpaired of. 

But there is little appearance that they will be ever 
prevailed on to confuler this matter with deliberate 
and UAprejudiccd tliought; and, therefore, I am not 

f« 
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fo fanguinc to think, that any arguments I can bring, 
though ever fo clear and demondrative, are likely to 
make any impreflion upon a veteran Atheifl. I have 
nererthelefs thought it a feafonable fervice to endca* 
TOur to (lop the contagion, and, as far as I am able, to 
prefcrvc thofe who arc not yet infefted. 

I would entreat thefe to diflinguifli between raillery 
and argument, and not believe that mirth ought to 
determine in fo weighty a cafe ; that they would not 
admit of principles of the utmofl concern without ex- 
amination, and take impiety upon content; that 
they would appeal from the buffoon and the mocker, 
to the impartial decifion of right reafon, and debate 
tliis matter with the gravity that becomes the impor- 
tance of the fubje£V. 

But, iince the gentlemen who own no obligations of 
religion for the rule of behaviour, fct up in its ftead a 
fpurious principle, which they call honour, and a 
greatnefs of mind, that will not defcend to a mean 
or bafe a£^ion ; let them refleft, whether that tetm, 
IS they ufe it, is not an empty found without any de- 
termined meaning. If honour lays a man under anv 
obligation to perform or forbear any aftion, then, it is 
evident, honour is a law or rule, and the tranfgref- 
6on of it makes us guilty and obnoxious to punifh- 
ment : and if it be a law, it rauft be the declaration of 
feme legiflacor's will ; for this is the definition of a lu^' 
that regulates the manners of a moral agent. Now, I 
aik a man of honour, who denies religion, what, or 
whofe law he breaks^ if he deviates from what he rx\^<. 
C 3 ^'wi^ 
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gines a point of honour ? It is plain there can be no 
tranfgreflliopy where there is no law; no irregularity^ 
where there is no rule ; nor can a roan do a bale or 
difhonourable thing, if he lies under no obligation to 
the contrary. Honour, therefore^ ab(lra£led from the 
notion of reKgion, which enjoins it, is an idle chime* 
ira, which can have little power over any man that 
does not believe a Divine Legifiator, whofe authority 
muft enforce it^ 

It is the fame with friendfhip and gratitude, which 
are principles that the Atheiil will often commend. 
But how is any man bound to be grateful, or to be a 
friend ? Should he z£k a contrary part, and be treache- 
rous and ungrateful, what guilt has he contra£^ed } 
Has he offended againil any law ? or can he become 
guilty, without the breach of any ? If you fay he has 
broken any law, tell us the law, and by whom it 
was made. If the laws of the Supreme Being are fet 
afide, we can lie under no regulation, but have an un- 
bounded liberty over all our a£tions ; we may wkh* 
out the leafl fault or diihonoun break our oaths, fub- 
vcrt the government, betray our friends, aiTailinate 
our parents ; in ihort, commit all kinds of the moft 
dctcftablc crimes without rcmorfe } for, not being 
controlcd by any obligation, we may do whatever 
our palTions or our interefls prompt us to, without 
}H:ing accountable to any tribunal for the lead tranf^ 
grcffion. 

If it be faid, we are obliged by the laws of oitr 
country^ I anfwer^ that u to the a£tioQS we are fpeak« 
» in^ 
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ing off /uch as a man of honour, a great and ^nerous 
mindy a friend, a grateful pcrfon, is fuppofed to think 
himfelf obliged to, thefe are fuch as are not regulated 
by municipal laws, and therefore men are at liberty 
whether they will aft by what they call a principle of 
honour or not, and can juilly incur no cenfure of re- 
proach, Ihould they have no regard to that pompous 
and founding word ; for if their adlions are not mo- 
rally determined, either by human or divine laws, 
they may very juflly, ai\d honourably too, a£i with 
unlimited freedom in thefe matters. Beiides, whoever 
believes himfelf free from the obligations of divine pre- 
cepts, cannot look on himfelf as bound by any human 
laws. He may indeed, from the appreheniion of pu- 
niihment, forbear an a£i:ion thu^ forbidden, and it is 
his intereft fo to do x but, if he thinks no divine au- 
thority makes it his duty to fubmit to the magiflrare, 
and obey the laws of his country, he is at lil>erty, as 
to any guilt, whether he will obey or no. If he ven- 
tures the puniihment, he efcapes the fin. If an Atheifl 
fwemrs fidelity to his prince, what controling power 
is he under, which afFe£ls the mind, not to betray him, 
if he think it fit and fafe to do it ? If he lets his pa- 
rentt, or his patron, or his friend perifh, what iniquity 
it he accountable for ? 

The exiftence of a God has been already cleared, 
and abundantly demonilrated, by many pious and learn- 
ed authors ; whence this attempt may be cenfured as 
impenincnt and unneceirary. But all thofe excellent 
perfoniMQces being writ in profe, and the greacefl pare 
C 4 Ssw 
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ap the learned languages, or at leaft in a fcholaftic 
manner, are ill-accommodated to great numbers not of 
a learned education; and many who have more 
knowledge, and greater genius, will not undergo 
the trouble of reading and confidering the argu- 
ments expreffed in a manner to them obfcure, dry, and 
difagreeable, I have therefore formed a poem on this 
great and important fubjeft, that I might give it the* 
advantages peculiar to poetry, and adapt it more to the 
general apprehcnfion and capacity of mankind. Tl'ic 
harmony of numbers engages many to read and retain 
what they would negleft if written in profc j and I 
pcrfuade myfelf the Epicurean philofophy had not 
lived fo long, nor been fo much cilceroed, had it not 
been kept alive and propagated by the famous poem of 
Lucretius. 

I have chofen to demonftrate the exigence of a God 
from the marks of wifdom, dcfign, contrivance, and 
the choice of ends and means, which appear in the uni- 
verfe. Out of the various arguments that evince the 
truth of this propofition, " There is a God,*' I liave fc- 
lc6Ved this as the moft evident and intelligible. 

I may with reafon prefume, that I fhall not incur 
any ccnfure for not employing new arguments to prove 
the being of a«.i3od j none but what have been pro- 
duced before by many writers, even from the eldcft 
days of philofophy. It was never objc6led to Lucre- 
tius, that, in his applauded poem, he has not invented 
a new fyftera of philofophy, but only recited in poeti- 
cal numbers the ancient do£trincs of Democritus and 
Mpicurus, Nor can it wixh le^Xou be fuppofcd, that 
i S5wt 
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the arguments by which he fupporis thch* opinions 
were not long before in the fchooh of Greece. Nor 
have modern writers on this fubjeft invented, but pnr- 
foed the demonfhation of a God, from th« evident ap- 
pearance of contrivance and wifdom in the vifible world, 
which they have done with more clearncfs and flrcngth, 
than thofe who went before them. And while thcfs 
have attempted to evince the exigence of a God only 
from the contemplation of corporeal nature, 1 have 
carried the argument on to the aftions of living, fcrr- 
fitive, and intelligent beings, fo far as we are acquaint- 
ed with them ; believing that brighter and more noble 
flrokes of wifdom and defign appear in the principle* 
of life, fenfation, and reafon, than in all the compafs 
of the material world. * 

I have endeavoured to give the fubjc£i: yet greater 
degrees of pcrfpicuity, more variety of argument, as 
well as eafy and familiar expreffion, that, the ftylc be- 
ing more pleafing, and tlie demonftration more readily 
apprehended, it may leave a deeper imprefTion, and its 
cflFcfts and ufefulncfs may become more extenfive. In 
order to this, I have rarefy ufed any term of art, or 
any phrafe peculiar to the writing and converfation of 
learned men. I have aitcmpted, as Monfieur Fonte- 
nelle has done with great fucccfs in his Plurality of 
Worlds, to bring philofophy out of the fecret receircs 
of the fchools, and ftrip it of its uncouth and royftcrr- 
ous drefs, that it may become agreeable, and admitted 
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I take it for granted , that no judicious reader will 
ezpe£):y in the philofophical and argumentative parts of 
this poem, the ornaments of poetical eloquence. In 
this cafe, where metaphor and defcription are not ad- 
mitted left they ihould darken and enfeeble the argu- 
ment, if the reafoaing be clofe, flrong» and eafily ap- 
prehendedy if there be an elegant fimplicity, purity, 
and propriety of words, and a juft order and connex- 
ion of the pans, mutually fuppoiting and enlightening 
one another, there will be all the perfe^on which the 
ilyle can demand. 

I may fafely conclude, that no man will expe£l that 
in this poem I ihould borrow any embellilhments from 
the exploded and obfolete theology of the ancient ido- 
laters of Greece or Rome : that I ihould addrefs any 
rapturous invocations to their idle deities, or adorn 
the ilyle with allufions to their fabulous a£lions. I 
have more than once publickly declared my opinion, 
that t Chridian poet cannot but appear monflrous and 
ridiculous in a Pagan drefs: that though it ihould 
be granted, that the heathen religion might be allow- 
ed a place in light and loofe fongs, mock heroic, and 
die lower lyric compoiitions ; yet, in chriftian poems of 
the fublime and greater kind, the mixture of the Pagan 
theology mud, by all who are mailers of refle£lion and 
good fenfe, be condemned, if not as impious, at leail 
as impertinent and abfurd. And this is a truth fo 
clear and evident, that I make no doubt it will by 
degrees force its way, and prevail over the contrary 
pntflice. Should Britons recover their virtue, and 

reform 
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reform their tafte, xhty would 00 more bear the hear 
then religion in verfe, than in profe. Chriilian poers, as 
well as Chriftian preachers,, the buiinefs of both being to 
inftrud die people, though the lad only are wholly appro- 
jniated to it, ihould endeavour to confirm and fprcad 
their own true religion. If a divine ftould begin his 
fermon with a folemn prayer to Bacchus, or Apollo, 
to Mars, or Venus, what would the people think of 
their preacher ? And is it not as really, though not 
equsdly, abfurd, for z. poet in a great and ferious poem, 
wherein he celebrates fome wonderful and happy event 
of Divine Providence, or magnifies the illuilrious inflru- 
inent that was honoured to bring the event about, to 
addrefs his prayer to falfe deities, and cry for help 
to- the abominations of the heathen > 

The deiign of this poem is to demonflrate the felf-exif- 
teoce of an Eternal Mind from the created and dependent 
exigence of the univerfe, and to confute the hypochefis 
of the Epicureans^ and the Fatalids, under whom all 
the patrons of impiety, ancient or modern, of whatfo* 
erer denomination, may be ranged. The firft of 
whom affirm the world was in time caufed by chance 1 
and the other that it exifted from eternity without a 
caufe. It is true, as before mentioned, both thefe ac- 
knowledged the exiftence of Gods i but, by their ab« 
furd and ridiculous defcription of them^ it is plain they 
had nothing elfe in view, but to avoid the obnoxious 
chara£ker of Atheillical philofophers. 

This likewife has been often objefted to the Deifts of 
the prefenc times,, that at leail a great part of them 
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only concctl their notions under that name, while 
they are really to be numbered among the Atheifls, 
I have before exprclTed my reafons, why I cannot em- 
brace this opinion. It is true, indeed, that mod of 
the Dcifts maintain a particular fricndfliip with the 
Atheifts, arc pleafcd with their Joofe and impious 
converfation, and appear very tender of their credit 
and eftecm. They arc charitable in crying up their 
ihining qualities, and in concealing:, excufing, or kf- 
fening, their imnK>ral a6Vions ; while at the fame time 
they (tievf an affcftarion in expofing the faults and fol- 
lies of the Chriftians, cfpecially thofe who are the 
mod: Ari£b and regular in their manners, and appear 
to be molt in earned;. It is likewife remarkable, that 
th^fe gentlemen exprefs no zeal for the extirpation of 
irreligious principles : they hare never, as fas as I 
know, written any thing againft thtm ; nor arc tlicy 
pleafed in company to declare their deteflation of fuch 
impious maxims, or to produce arguments to confute 
them ; while at the fame time they take great pains, 
and ihow a warm zeal, to weaken the belief of the 
Chriftian religion, and to expofc the pretended errors 
of its different profelTors; which feems, indeed, 
Arange, fmce he iliat owns a God and his providence 
ihould in rcafon look upon tliofc who believe neither 
to be infinitely more op{X)(ire to him, than thofe who 
agree with him in the belief of a God, and dilfer on.ly 
in the point of revealed religion. 

Befidcs, it is obfcrvab'c that the prcfcnt Dcifls have 
DOt drawn and publiibed any fcLciuc cf religion, or 

catalrj^uc* 
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catalogues of the duties they are obliged to. perform » 
or whence fach obligations arife. They do not tell 
us, that they look on roan as an accountable creature; 
nor if they do, for what, and to wliom, or when, that 
account is to be made, and what rewards and puniih- 
ments will attend it. I do not a£5nn they have no 
fuch fcheme in their thoughts ; but, fiDce they will not 
let us know their creed, and in the mean time deride 
and triumph over that of the Chridians, I cannot de- 
fend them from thofe who fay they are juAly to be 
fufpe£led. 

And tliat tlic .Dcifl mav clear himfelf from tlie fuf- 
picion of being an Atheift, or at. Icaft a friend and fa- 
vourer of their principles; I could wifh he would in. 
public aiTcrt and demonflrate the. being of a God and 
his providence, and declare his abhorrence of the 
principles of thofc who diibclieve them. 

It would likewifc give great i'atisfaclion, and remove 
the obje6tions of thpfe that charge them with dire6k ir- 
religion, if they would plcafe to give fome account of 
their belief: Whether they look upon God as one 
who governs mankind by laws to be difcovcred by the 
light of reafon, which reflrain our inclinations and de- 
urmine our duty ; that they would tell us what thofe 
laws arc, and what fan6tions do enforce them ; and 
until tl.is be done, they cannot well difcharge thcm- 
(elves from the fufpicion before-mentioned. 

And here I would addrefs niyfelf to the irreligious 
gentlemen of the age : and I defire them not to take 
up prejudices againll the evidence of a God| and run 
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away with impious maxims, until they hare excr- 
-cifed their coniideratioiiy and made an impartial en- 
quiry into the grounds and reafons tliat fupport the 
belief of a Divine Eternal Being. In order to fuch a 
reafonahle examination, it is but jufl dnd decent 
they ihould be in earned, and hear the arguments we 
offer with temper and patience; that they ihould 
inure themfelves to think, and weigh the force of thofe 
arguments, as becomes fincerc enquirers after truth. 
The being of a G(6d, and the duties that refult from 
that principle, are fubje£ts of the greatefl excellence 
4wd dignity in themfelves, and of the greatefl concern 
and importance to mankind; and, therefore, ihould 
never be treated in mirth and ridicule. Generals of 
armies and counfellors of flate, fenators, and judges, 
in the- great and weighty affairs that come 1)efore them, 
do not put on the air of Jeflers and buffoons, and, in- 
'ilead of grave and folemn debates, aim at nothing but 
Tallies of wit, and treat their fubje^ and one another 
only with raillery and dcrifion : yet the- buiinefs pro- 
pofed to the confidcration of the perfons I fpeak to is, 
in every rcfpcft, infinitely fuperior to any of theirs 
before-mentioned. 

Are they fare there is no God, and therefore no 
religion ? If they are nor, what a terrible rifque do they 
run f If their reafons amount only to a pirobability, the 
^contrary opinion may be true, and that maj bi is 
enough to give them the moll frightful apprehenfions, 
and difhirb them amidit all the pleafures they enjoy. 
But if they fay they are alTured, and pail doubt, there 
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is no God $ let them coniider, confidence in an opinion 
is nut always the effe6t of certainty and demondra* 
tion. Their predeceiTors, the Atheifts of former ages, 
were as certain, that is, as confident, they reafoned 
right, as they can be. They cannot pretend to clearer 
light, and greater afliirance of the truth of tlieir max- 
ims, than Epicurus and Lucretius did ; or infulc their 
adTerfaries with greater contempt than thofe have 
done : yet thefe men themfelves, at leaft many of them, 
allow thofe philofophers were grofsly miftaken, and 
will by no means truft to the Epicurean fcheme, as 
the foundation of their opinions. If thefe great maf- 
tert, notwithftanding their unexampled confidence, 
have been miftaken, why may not their fucceiTors be 
fo? 

If they fet up Ariftotle's fcheme, and think they 
iecure their principles by making the world to be 
eternal, and all effe6ls and events^ the refult of fuch a fa- 
ul neceility, and an indiifoluble concatenation of caufes, 
as render it impoilible, that things that are ihould 
not be, or that they fhould be otherwife than they are ; 
let them confider, that the greatefl: aflertors of im- 
piety, I mean, Democritus, Leucippus, Epicurus, and 
Lucretius, oppofed this as an idle and incoherent 
fyilem ; and that indeed it is fo, ihall be after demon- 
ibrated : and ihould not this ihake their confidence, 
that all their friends in the Epicurean fchools, who 
were fufiiciently delivered from the prejudices of edu- 
cation and fuperftitious impreiTions, could not fee 
the Icaft probability in the fcheme of the FataliCls^ oa 
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which thefe gentlemen are pleafed to rely in a matter of 
the highefl importance ? 

Will they confide in Mr. Hobbes ? Iws that philofo- 
fopher faid any thing new ? does he bring any flronger 
forces into the field, than the Epicureans did before 
him ? Will they derive their certainty from Spinofa ? 
can fuch an obfcure, perplexed, unintelligible autlior 
create fuch certainty, as leaves no doubt or diAiufl? 
if he is indeed to be undcrflood, what does he alledge 
more tlian the ancient Fatalills have done, tliat fhouid 
amount to demon (Iration ? 

Befides, if, as they pretend, they are cftabliilied 
beyond pollibility of deception in the truth of their 
maxims, why arc ihcy (b very fond of tliofe authors, 
that fet up any new dofVrine? and why do they em- 
brace with fo much pleafure their new fchemes of ir- 
religion ? They are very glad to hear of any great ge- 
nius, that can invent frclh arguments to llrengthen 
their opinions } and does not this betray a fecret diffi- 
dence, that demands further light and confirmation ? 

But further : fince thefe gentlemen fhew fo much in- 
duAry in propagating iheir opinions, and arc fo fond 
of making profelytes to Atheifm ; fmce they affcft a 
zeal in countenancing, applauding, and preferring, thofe 
whom they have dcUvered from religious prejudices, 
and reformed and refined with their free, large, and 
generous principles ; how comes it to pafs, that they 
neglefk to inform and improve their neareA relations ? 
are tliey careful to in(lru£t their wives and daughters, 
tluu they need not revere the imaginary phantom of a 

God; 
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God ; that, religion is die creature of a tinoorous and 
fuper(li»ous .mincly or of crafty prieds, and cunning 
politicians ; that therefore they are free from all rc- 
Hraints of virtue and confcicnce, and may proftitute 
tlieir perToJis in the inoil liQcntious- mannery without 
any reinorfet or uneafy reflt-ftion ; tliat it is. idle to 
fear any divine punilhment hereafter; and as to the 
ihame and diihonourrhat may attend the. liberties they 
take, in cafe they become public, that fcandal proceeds 
from the grofs miftakes of people perverted with rcli- 
gioAy and mifguided by a l>c]ic:f of a Drvine Being, 
and of rewards and puniHiments in an imaginary life 
after this ? 

Do they take pains to inform tlieir elded fons, that 
they owe thera no gratitude or obedience? that they 
may ufe an uncontroled freedom in indulging all their 
appetites, pallions, and inclinations ? that, if they arc 
willing to podefs their fathci's honour and edate, they 
may, by poifon or the poinard, take away his life ; and, 
if tiiey are careful to avoid the puniihmcnt of ihe ma- 
gift rate by their fccset condu£^, they may be fully fa- 
tis&ed of the innocence of thca£^ion; and as they have 
•done tliemfclves much good, fo they have done their 
father no injury, and therefore may enjoy in perfect 
.tranquillity the fruits of their parricide? Whatever they 
may adirm among their loofe friends, I. cannot con- 
ceive they can l)e guilty of fo much folly, as to propa- 
gate thcfc opinions in their own families, and inllrufi: 
.tlieir wives and children in the bounUlefs lil>crties, 
.whiciij by the principles of Aihcifm, arc iheir undoubted 
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•right: for in ill t6Uons, wlitrc religion docs n 

interpofc and reftrain iw, wc are |)erfeftly, as has be« 

faid, free to aft as we think beft for our proBt ai 

pleafure.' 

Bcfides, TO what a dcplorahle ^condition would ma 
Itind be reduced, (hould tlicfe opinions be univcrfal 
trmbraced ? If fo many Icings and potentates, who 5 
profcfs then* belief of a God, and tjf rewards and p 
lUfhments in a 4rfc to come, do notwirh'ftanding, fi*o 
T>oundlefs ambition and a crud temper, oppi^rfs th< 
•fubjefts at'homc, and nrvagc and deflroy the4r neig 
4>ours abroad, ihould think themfclvcs Tree from \ 
<Sivine obligations, and therefore too from the reftraii 
iof oaths and felemn contrafts ; thcfc fences and fee 
cities removed, what a deluge of calamities would brc 
in upon the world ! what oppreflion, what vibleni 
what rapine, what deva(lati©n, would finifh the ruin 
iiuman nature I for, if miglity princes are fatis6ed tl: 
•it is impofTible for them to do any wrone, what houn 
are left to infatiable avarice and exorbitant third 
'power I if monarchs may witfhout the leaft guilt violi 
their treaties, break their vows, betray their frienc 
and facrifice their truth and'honour at pleafure to'th< 
pailions, or their intereft, what tnrft, what confidem 
could beTupported between neighbour potentates ? ai 
ttrithout this, what confufion and 'diftra^^ion muft 
neceflity cnfue I 

On the other hand, if fuhjefts were univcrfal 
Atheids, and looked on themftlves as under no divii 
mbUgitioikto pay any duty or obedience to the fupren 
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migiftratej if they believed chat, when they took their 
oaths of allegiance, they fwore by nothing, and invo- 
cated a power not in being ; that therefore thofe oaths 
oblige them no longer than they think it fafe, and for 
their intereft, to break thenn } Ihould fuch principles 
obtain, would not the thrones of princes be mod pre- 
carious? would not ambition, revenge, refentment, or 
intereft, continually excite fome or other to betray or 
alfaulc the lives of their fovereigns ? and why (hould 
they be blamed by the Atheid for doing it ? why are 
traitors, alTailins, haters of their princes, and enemies 
to their country, branded with the odious names of 
ruffians and villains, if they He under no obligations to 
ift otherwife than they do ? 

Should confpirators, who alTaflinate their lawful 
ibvereign, have the good fortune to make their efcapc, 
I aik clve Arheift, if he has in the lead an ill opinion of 
them for being engaged in fuch an execrable under- 
taking } If he fays he has not, then the point is gained, 
and an Atheid is what I have reprefented. If he fays 
Jbe has, I next alk him, why ? Let him tell me in what 
their guilt confids ? Is it in the breach of any divine 
law? that cannot be, for he owns none. Is it the 
tranfgreffion of any human law ? tell me, what obliga- 
ttoa he is under to obey any human law, if no divine 
law enforces fuch obedience > does their guilt confid in 
the breach of their duty to their prince and their oaths 
of lUegiancc ? dill the fame quedion recurs, what duty 
can a fubjed owe to a prince which divine laws do nuc 
•onftitutc and determine } and how can an oath of alle- 

D 1 ^^TiJi'i 
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giji^ioe .l>mcl but by virtue of fome divine command, 

Xhzt pbJigcs us not t9 violac^ our vows ? 

. J^y ^thj? it fppcfi.rs that an Athciil mud be the worft 

of iiil>jc^s ; th^t his principles fubvcrt the thrones of 

onQCfS*. apd i^nd^rmipe the foundations of governmepc 

^^^ i%^^W* !^^ which the happinefs of mankind fo 
.^uch j|?CHcnjls; arid tjicreforc* it is not pofTiblc to con- 
. f^ivf Jip)y there can be a greater difturbcr of the public 
\.4X9!0fif .OiC a. greater. enemy to his prince and country* 

j(hfa » 'jpf9f!^^ Athfift, \k\\o propagates with zeal his 

^4cftru£^fjjfc opinioop* 

, . I have prpv^jl, in the following poem, th^t no hypo- 
, ^);te{is J^iihcrtp .invented in favour of impiety has the 

leaft ftrength or folidity, np nptrhe lcal\ apprarancc of 
' trjat|i {0 r/c:comQ)tnd it. A man mull be d<.rcrtcd of 

vHcfY^Q* ^^^ iuBcxibly hardened, that cannot^ Dr ratl^r 
;.{V^iUnQt, ilqe xhc unrcafooabienefs of irreligious princi- 

'P^9%; ^ demand only A candid temper in the reader* 

vand ^ (oind pieaM with ti-uth, and delivered from ^kc 

j|pfe]}jidic^s of> 4 jdififtic^l cqnye^faiiofi. 
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Stfi^KlAKV Account of tW following Foe m, 
and of what is contained in each Book. 

HPfiE 'design of this work is to demonflratc the exifl^ 
cncc of a Divine Eternal Mind. 

The arguments ufcd for this end are taken from the 
various marks of wifdom and artful contrivance, wliicli 
arc evident to obfcivation in the fcveral parts of the ma- 
terial world, and the faculties of the human foul. 

The firll book contains the proof of a Deity, from 
the iDflanccs of deiign and choice, which occur in the 
ftrufture and qualities of the earth and fea.. 

The fccond purfues the proof of the fame propofition, 
There js a God,, from the celellial motions, and 
more fully from the appearances in the folar fyftem and 
the air. 

In the third» the objc6lions, which arc brought by 
Atheiflicalpliilofophers again (\ the hypothecs ellablifhed 
in the two preceding books, are anfwered. 

In the fourth, is laid down the hypothcfis of the 
Atomids or Epicureans, and other irreligious philofo- 
phers, and confuted^ 

In the hfth, the doftrine of the Fatalifts, or AriOote- 
liaos, who m^ike the world to be eternal, is conddercd 
and fub verted. 

In the fixth, the argument of the two firft books is 
irfq|ntfd,.'fn4 the cxillence of God dcmonftca.t.<:d^\ci\xv 
D 3 vVvci 
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the prudence and art difcovered in tht feveral parts of 
the body of man. 

In the fevenrh, the fame demondration is carried on 
from the contemplation of the indinc^s in brute animals, 
and the faculties and operations of the foul of man. 
The book concludes with a recapitulation of what has 
been treated of, and a Hymn to tlie Creator of the. 
World. 
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BOOK 



T»l ARGUMENT. 

The propoiicioo. The invocation* The exigence of t 
God demonftrated, from ths marks of wifdom, choice, 
i and art, which appear in the viiible world, and infer 
, an intelligent and free caufe. This evinced from the 
■ contemplation, I. of the earth, x. Its fnuation.. 
1. The cohcfion of its parts, not to he folved by any 
hypothecs yet produced. 3. Its ftability. 4. Its 
! ftrudure, or the order of its parts. 5. Its motion 
I diurnal and annual, or elfe the motion of the fun in. 
both thofe refpe£l8. The caufe of thefe motions not 
yet accounted for by any philofophcr. 6. Its outfide 
or face ; the beauties and conveniences of it ; its 
mountains, lakes, and rivers. H. The exigence of 
a God proved from the marks and impreffions of 
prudence and deiign, which appear in the lea. «. In 
Its formation. 2. The proportion of its parts in re- 
fpcft of the earthy, i. Its fituation. 4. The con- 
texture of its parts. 5. Its bfackifli or briny <|uality« 
ft. its flux and reflux. 



1^ O more of courts, of triumphs, or of arms,. 
^^ No more of valour's force, or beauty's diarms : 
The themes of vulgar lays, with juft difdain,. 
I leave unfung, the flocks, the amorous fwain,. 
The pleafures of the landi and terrors of the main. 
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How abjeft, how inglorious *tis to lie 
Groveling in duft and darkncfs, when on hii^h 
Empire! ttnnncnre aild rowing Nforlds pf hjjir, j 
To range their heavenly fcencs, the Mule invite! 
I meditate to foar above the Ikies, xo 

To heights unkoQwn, th/pugfi; \v^ uiJtryM, to rife : 
I would th' Eternal from his works affcrt. 
And fing t!ie wonders t>k- cre«in2^«ft. 
Wiiilc I this unexampled tall^ cljTay, 
Paf* kwful gulpli!^, and beat; my painful way'j/\' V,\ ^S 
CeleftJ^l Doyc ! divine afliftaiiQe bripg, ,, . 

Suft^uip me on thy ftrong extended wing, ■ . - 
That I may reach th' AlmigUty-s (acred throne; ' 
And make his caufclefs power, the caufc of all things. 
Thou (loft the full ext.<?rH: of nature fee, Lknown. 
And the wide realms of vaft immenricy : .1,. • 

Eternal W.ildoin thou doft comprehend, >' 

Rife*o h€r hciglits, and tphcr depths defcend i 
The Father's fccret counfels thou canft tell,. . '.' ... 
\Vh|a in Im bofom didft for ever dwell. : ^5 

/JJhpiLi on ll»e deep's dark face, immortal Dove b 
TiiOtt with almighty energy dtdft move 
On thcwild^'waX'es^ ihcumben^didft difplay 
*Fn'y genial wiiigs, and hatch nrimaeval day, ,, 

Order from thee, from thee diftinftion came, jo 

And all the beauties of the wondrous frame : 
Hancc ilampt on nature we perfc€i[ion find, 
Fair as th' idea vn th* Eternal Mint!, • ' 

. See, ^through this vaft-txtendetl theatre 
Of (kill diidne-whatlbiniDg marks appear!* ' . -^ 
Craitin^ power is all afoucid expreft. 
The Cod di/cover'd, and bis caic cotilt^% 



>?aturc'^ tiigti \nri\\ licr heavenly beauties fhow; 

By every feature we tlie parent knbv\^. 

Th' expanded fpheres amazing to tlw fight, 4© 

Magnificent vVith (lars and globes of light, 

The glorious orbs, which Heaven's bright hoft compofe^ 

Th* imprifon'd feS, that reftlcfs cl^bs and flows, 

The fluc^uatingfield^ of liquid air, 

With all the curious metreors hoveriAg dtefe; 45 

And the wide regions "of the land, pfochim 

The Power Divine, that rais'd the mighty frame. 

What things fdc'crarc to an end rcfcrrM, 
And in their motions "ftill that end regard. 
Always the fitnefs* of the means refpeS^, 5^ 

Thefe as conducive chufe, and thofe rcje£t, 
Muft by a judgemeftt "foreign and unknowa 
Be guided td thrir end, or b/ their ownj 
For to defign an end, and to purfue 
That tiid by m^ans, and have it ftill iff view, 55 

Demands i confcious, wife, reftefting caufe, 
Wiiich freely moves, and a6ls by reafon's laws. 
That can deliberate, rneans elect, and find 
Their due connexion with the end defign'd. 
And fince the world's wide frame does not include 69 
A caufe with fucli capacities endued j 
Soiiie other caufe o'er nature mufl prcfide^ 
AVhich gave her" birth, and does her motions guide.. 
And here behold the caufe, which God we nanie^ 
The fource of beings, and the mind fupreme J 6c 

Whofe pcrfe6l wifdom, and whofc prudent care, 
With one confederate voice unnumber'd worlds declare. 
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See, how the earth hsw gained that very place. 
Which of all others in the houndlefs fpace 
Is moft convenient, and will befl condsce 7# 

To the wife ends requir'd for nature's ufc. 
You, who the mind and caufe fupreme deny, 
l^or on his aid to form the world rely. 
Mud grant, had perfect wifdom been employ'd 
To find, through aU th' interminable void, 75 

A feat mod proper, and which be ft became 
The earth and fea, it muft have been the fame. 

Now, who can this furprizing fa£k conceive. 
Who this event fortuitous believe. 
That the brute earth unguided ihould embrace 80 > 
The only ufeful, only proper place > 

Of all the roillions in the empty fpace I > 

Could flupid atoms with impetuous fpeed 
By different roads and adverfe ways proceed ; 
From regions oppofite begin their flight, 85. 

That here they might rencounter, here unite ; 
What charms could thefe terredriat vagrants fee 
In this dne point of all immenfity. 
That all th* enamoured troops (hould thither flow ? 
Did they its ufeful (Ttuation know ? 99 

And, when the fquadrons with a fwift career 
Ha(| reached that point, why did they fettle there. 
When nothing checked their flight, but gulphs of air; ^ 
Since Epicurus and his ftholars fay 
That unobftruf^ed matter flies away. 
Ranges the void, and knows not whexc to flay ? 

It 
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If you, fagacious fons of art, pretend 
That by their native force they did dcfcend. 
And ceasM to move, when they had gain'd their end; 
That native force till you inlighten'd know, xoo 

Can its royfterious fpring difcloTe, and fliow 
How 'tis exerted, how it does impel. 
Your uninfbru6^ive words no doubts difpel. 
We aik you, whence does motive vigour flow ? 
You fay, the nature of the thing is fo. 105 

But how does this relieve th' enquirer's paia? 
Or how the dark impulfive power explain ? 

The AfiomiAs, who &ill mechanic reach. 
Who boafl their clearer fight, and deeper reach, 
Ai&rt their atoms took that happy fear, no 

Determin*d thither by their inbred weight ; 
That downward through the fpacious void they (brove 
To that one point, from all the pans above. 
Grant this pofition true, though up and down 
Are to a fpace not limited unknown ; 115 

But fince they fay our earth from morn to mom 
On its own axis is obliged ro turn ; 
That fwift rotation mud difperfe in ahr 
All things, which on the rapid orb appear : 
And if no power that motion Ihould control^ ^xo 

It mud disjoint and diilipate the whole. 
Th by experience uncomefled found. 
Bodies orbicular, when whirling round. 
Still fluke off all things on their furface placM, 
And to a di (lance from the centre caft. 125 

If ponderous atoms are fo much in love 
l^tb tius 00c poixit, that all will thitVici moi^t) 
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Gijirc them the fii?uat{ofi they defire j 

Blit let us then, ve fagcs, next chfjuife, 

"What taufe of their cbhefion can yoa finA}' 13*' 

Wlftt props (upporf, what chams the Whtidk Mhrf ? 

Why do not bcafti that rti6ve, or fldheS thaf We 

Loofe on the field, thrpugh diftant regibns fly ? 

Or why do fragititrtts, froni a mountain rtfnt, 

Tend to the earth wift^ foch a flvift defccnt ?• ' 135 

Thofe who afcribe this one dtteYnn'n'd coirrfc 
Of ponderous things to gravitating forces 
Refer us to a o^uality odcult,. 
l*o fcnlckfs words^, fof which while they itiftilt 
With ju(t6orfttfmpt the famous Sta^^yrite,' 14^ 

Thdir fchools Ihould bJcfs tlic world v\Tth dearer light. 
Some, the round earth's cohclion to fcfcure, 
Fof thatf hard taflt employ magnetic powef. • 
Remark, fay they, the ^F6hc j with wonder 6>n4i 
Its nature, like the fani'd attraflivc rtone. 145 

This has its axis, fo th' 6l*feivfer tells, 
Mcridiarffi, pol<fe^ awjuator, parillels. 
To the tcrrcftrial poles feV crtnrtafit fattf 
Th' obrc<iuious poles thchafelves- accommo<fate. 
And, when of thiSi pofition difpolTeft, 150 

Iboy move> and ftri\*e> nor evdrwiirthcy reft, 
Till their lov'd fi^ruation they regain. 
Where plcr>'d they fettle, and i^nmov'd remain. 
And flioulU you, fo •cjcperience does ddcide. 
Into fmall part^ the wonikrous ftone divide, 1-55 

T^en thoufand of nnaorafi: fise expve^^ 
The fame propB;niioo> wiiidi clie large pofl^ 
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Hence all the glol)e ('tis faici) we may conclude • - 

With this prevailing energy cnJued : 

That tbis attradtire, this fvirprijiing (lon^ i^ 

Has no peculiar virtue of its own ; 

Nothing hut .what is common to the vyholci 

To (idesy to axis, and to either pole. 

The mighty magnet from the centre dart? 
This ftropg, though fubtle force, throjugh ill the partf; 
Its a6tive rays, ejaculated thence, 
Irradiate all "the wide circumference. 
While every part is in proportion bled, 
And of its due attraftivc power poireft ; 
While adverfe ways the adverfe atoms draw tj9 

With the fame ftrength, by nature's conlUnt law 
Balanced and fixt ; they can no long^^r move ; 
Through gulphs inimcnfe no more unguided rove. 
If cords are pull'd two adverfe ways, we find 
The more we draw them, tliey the farter biod^ 17^ 

So when with equal vigour Nature ft rains 
This way and ^hat thcfc fine mechanic chains. 
They fix the eanh, they pan to part unite, 
Preferve their ftru£kure, and prevent thair flight. 
Prcflurc, tl)ey fay, and weight, wc muft difown, i|« 
As things occult, by no ideas known. 
And on the earth's magnetic power depend 
'To fix its feat, its union to defend. 

Let us this fam'd hypotl>efis.furvey, ^ 

' And with attentive thought remark the way, • 185 > 
How eartli's attra^ive parts their force difplay. J 

The mafs, 'tis faid, from its wide bofom pours 
Torrents of atomsy iad ecerxul (howeu 
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Of fine magnetic darts, of matter made 

So fubrle, marble they with eafe pervade i 19* 

^e(in*d, and (next to incorporeal) chin, 

Not by Aufonian glaflcs to be feen. 

Thefe emahations take their condant flight 

Swift firom the earth, as from the fun the light ; 

To a determin'd diftance they afcend, 19 ^ 

*Atod there infle£^ their courfe, and downward tend. 
What can infult unequal Reafon more, 

Than this magnetic, this m yderious power ? 

That cords and chains, beyond conception fmall. 

Should gird and bind fo fad this mighty ball I 20« 

That tGtivc rays (hould fpring from every part, 
And, tliough fo fubtle, ihouki fuch force exert ! 

That the light legions (hould be fenc abi oad, 

Range *U the air, and traverfc every road I 

To dated limits Ihould excurfions make, 205 

-Then bs^ckward of themfelves their journey take ; 
Should in their way to folid bodies cling. 
And ho<ne to earth the captire matter bring | 
Where all things on Its furface fprcad are bound 
By thehr coercive vigour to the ground ! 

^Can this be done without a Guide Dividc i 
Should we to this hypothcfis incline } 
Say, does not here confpicuous Wifdom fliine? 
Who can enough magnetic force admire } 
Does it not counfel and dedgn require 115 

To give tlie earth this wondrous energy^ 
In fuch a meafure, fuch a juft degree, 
ThMt it ihould (till perform its deitinM taik| 

As nMturc'$ eni§ and TjuioiiU u.k& aSk.^ 
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Tor, Ihould otsr globe have had a greater fliare sso 
Of this ftrong force, by which the parts cohere. 
Things had been bound by fuch a powerful chain. 
That all would fix'd and motionlefs reroaiii 5 
All nncD, like ftatucs, on the earth would (land. 
Nor would they move the foot, or ftretch the hand; 
Birds would not range the (kies, nor beads the woods, 
Nor could the fifh divide the ftiffcn*d floods. 
Againt had this flrange energy been lefs, 
Defe£l had been as fatal as excels. 
Tor want of cement ftrong enough to bind 13^ 

The ftrufturc faft, huge ribs of rock, disjoin'd 
Without an earthquake, from tiicir bafe would ftart, 
And hills unhing'd from their deep roots depart. 
And, while our orb perform'd its daily race. 
All beings, found upon its ample face, 235 

Would, by that motion diffipated, fly 
Whirl'd from the globe, and fcatter through the fky : 
They mufl, obedient to mechanic laws, 
Atremble where the ftronger magnet draws ; 
Whether. the Sun that ftrongcr magnet proves, i^m 

Or elfe fome planet's orb that nearer moves. 
Who can unfold the caufe that does recall 
Magnetic rays, and make them backward fall ? 
If thefe eflluvia, which do upward tend, 
"Becaufe lefs heavy than the air, afcend ; 24$ 

Why do they ever from their height retreat. 
And why return to fcek their central feat > 
f^rom the fame caufe, ye fons of art, declare 
*CaB they by turns defceod, and rile in «\i } 
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Prodigious 'tis, that one attra61ivc ray ,ico 

ohould tliis way l)end, tl^e next an advcrfe way ; 
For, fliOuW til' unfcen magnetic jets defccnd 
All the fame way, they could not gain their end ; 
They Qouy not draw and bind the fabrick faft, 
Unlcfs* alike they every part embrac'd. 255 

How docs X^artcfi lis all his fmews flrain, ^ 

llow much he labours, and how mucii in valo, I 

The earth's attractive vigour to explain ! J 

This l)old contriver thus his thouglitb conveys i 
IncefTant ft reams of thin magnetic rays 26ii 

'Gufli frpm their fountains, with impetuous force. 
In eitlier. pole, tlien take an advcrfe couifc : 
Tliofe from the Southern pole the Northern feek ; 
The Southern thofe that fiom the Northern break : 
In either pole thcfe rays emitted meet 265 

"Small pores provided, for their figures fit; 
Still.to and fro they circulating pafs, 
Hold all the frame, and firmly bind the mafs. 
Thus he the parts of earth from flight reftrains, 
And girds it faft by fine imagin'd chains. 27P 

But oh ! how dark is human reafon found 1- 
How vain the man, with wit and Icaming crown '^ I 
How fc<ihle all his ftrength, when he clia) s 
To trace dark Nature, and deteffc her ways ; 
Unlcfs he calls its Author to his aid, 275 

Who every fecret fpring of motion laid, 
Who over all his wondrous works prefides, 
And to their ufeful ends their caufes guides I 
Thcfe path*. in vain. are by enquirers trpdj 
JTh(^o 'a no philofophy wiihoui \ Go^% 180 

2 K<^\s:i^^ 
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Admir'd Cartedus, let the curious knoW| 
If your magnetic atoms always flow 
From pole to pole, what form'd their double fource, 
What fpur*d, what gave tliem their infle£ted courfe ? 
Felly what could drill and perforate the poles, 2S5 

^nd to th' attra6Uve rays adapt their holes > 
\ race fo long what prompts them to purfuc ? 
lave the blind troops th* important end in view > 
low arc they fure they in the poles (hall meet 
'ores of a figure to their figure fit ? 290 

in they with fuch fagacity endued 
To knowy if this their journey be purfued, 
rhcy fhall the earth's conilruflure clofely bind^ 
Ind to the centre keep the parts confinM f 
Let us review this whole magnetic fcheme, 295 

rill wifer heads a wifer model frame. 
or its formation let fit atoms fbrt, 
?o one determined point, from every part. 
Encountering there from regions oppodte, 
liey claih^ and interrupt each other's flight; 30* 

ind, rendezvoufing with an adverfe courfe, 
reduce an .equal poife, by equal force : 
or w£ile the parts by laws magnetic a£b, 
knci are at once attra£^ed and attra£^; 
IThile match'd in Arength they keep the doubtful fitld, 
jid neither overcome, and neither yield, 
o happy purpofe they their vigour fpend ; 
9r thefc contentions in the balance end, 
AKich mud in liquid air the globe fufpend. 
Beiides materials which are brute and blind, 
ii not this work require a Knowing Mmdi ^\« 
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Who for the talk fliould fit detachments chufe 

From all the atoms, which their hoft ditfufe 

Through the wide regions of the boundlefs fpace, 

And for their rendezvous appoint the place ? 315 

Wfio fhould command, by his almighty nod, 

Tliefe chofen troopf, unconfcious of the road. 

And unacquainted with th* appointed end, 

Their marches to begin, and thither tend ; 

Direft them all to take the neareft way, 320 

Whence none of all th* unnumberM millions flray } 

Make them advance with fuch an equal pace. 

From all the adverfe regions of the fpace. 

That they at once fhould reach the deftin'd place ; 

Should mufter there, and round the centre (warm. 

And draw together in a globous form ? 

Grant, that by mutual oppofition made 
Of adverfe parts, their mutual flight is ftaid ; 
That thus the whole is in a balance hid 5 
Does it not all mechanic heads confound, 330 

That troops of atoms, from all, parts around. 
Of equal number, and of equal force. 
Should to this (ingle point direft their courfe ; 
That fo the countcr-preflTurc every way. 
Of ec^ual vigour, might tjicir motions ftay, 3^5 

And, by a ftcady poife, the whole in quiet lay } 

Befides, the flruflure of the earth regard : 
For firmnefs how is all its frame prepar'd ! I 

With what amazing (kill is the vaft building rcar'd ! J 
Metals and veins of folid flone arc found 340 

The chief materials^ which the globe compound* 

w 
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Sec, how i!he hills, which high in air afccnd, 

from pole to pole their lofty lines extend. 
Thcfe ftrong unfliaken mounds refift the Ihocks 

Of tides and feas tempeftuous, while the rocks, 345 

That fccrct in a long continued vein 

Pafs through the earth, the ponderous pile fuflain : 

Thefe mightv girders, which the fabrick bind, 

Thefc rihs rohuft and vaO, in order joinM ; 

Thcfe fubterrancan walls, difpos'd with art, ^ -o 

Such ftrengrh, and fuch liability impart, 

That ftorms abtive, and earthquakes under grounii, 

Break not the pillars, nor the work confound. 

Give to the earth a form Orbicular, 
Let it be pois'd, and hung in ambient air j ;; ; 

"Give it the fituarion to the fun 
Such as is only fit ; when this i^ dbne, 
Suppofe it ftill remained a lazy heap; 
From what we grant, you no advantage reap. 
You either mufc the caith from reft difturb, 36? 

Or roll around the heavens the folar orb. 
Elfe what a dreadful face will narure wear ! 
How horrid will thcfe lonefome feats appear I 
This nt'cr would fee one kind rcfrefhing ray ; 
That would be ruin'd, but a different ' 
CondemnM to light, and curs'd with endlefs day; 
A cold Icelandiari dcfert one would grow ; 
One, like Sicilian furnace?, would glow. 
That nature may this fatal error fhun, 
Move, which will pleafc ypu beft, the earth or fun. 373 
But, fay, from what great builder's magazines 
You 'U engines fetch, what ftrong, w\ui \2i^ m^Oi\\\\t^ 
E z NN\\\ 
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Will youicmploy ta give this motion birth, 

'And whirl fo fwifdy round the fun or eanh ? 
Yet^ learned heads, by what mechanic laws .375 

. Will you of either orb this motion caufe ? 
Why do they move ? why in a drcle ? why 
With fuch a meafure of velocity ? 
Say, why the earth — if not the earth, the fun 
Does through his winding road the Zodiack run ? 38f 
Why do revolving orbs their tracks fublime 
So cohdant keep, that fince the binh of time 
They never vary'd their accuftom'd place, 
Nor loft a minute in fo long a race ? 
But hold! perhaps I. rudely prefs too far; 3^5 

. You are not vcrs'd in reafoning fo fcverc. 
To a firft queftion your reply *8 at hand ; 
Alk but a fecond, and you fpeechlefs (land. 
You fwim at top, and on the furface ilrive, 
But to the depths of nature never dive : . 3^9 

, For if you did, infh:u£led you'd explore 
Divine contrivance, and a God adore. 
Yet fons of art one curious piece 'devife. 
From whofe con(lru£ture motion ihall arife. 
Macliines, to all philofophera 'tis known, 395 

Move by a foreign impulGc;, not their own. 
Then let Gailendus chufe what frame he pleafc. 
By which to turn the heavenly.orbs with eafc \ 
Thofe orbs mud reft, till by th' exerted force 
Of fome firft mover they begin their courfe : ^ 400 

*Meer difpofition, meer mechanic art, 
Csin 126 ver motioa to the gloUs^ impart % 

And, 
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And, if they could, the marks of wife dcfign 

la that contrivance would confpicuous ihine. 

Thefe queftions ftill recur: we ftill demand, 4a5 

What moves them firft, and puts them off* at hand ? 

What makes them this one way their raca direfty 

While they a thoufand other ways rejeft ? 

Why do they never once their courfe inflefk > 

Why do they roll with fuch an equal pace, . 410 

And to a moment .^ill perform their race ? • 

Why earth or fun diurnal ftagcs keep I 

In fpiral tracks why through the zodiac creep-?^ 

Who can account for this, unlefs they fay . 

Thefe orbs th' Eternal Mind's command obey, 415 

Who bad them move, did all their motions guide. 

To each its deftin'd province did divide ; 

Which to com pleat, he gave them motive power, . 

Tiiat fhall, as long as he does will, endure } 

Thus we the frame of nature have expreft ; 420 . 

Now -view the earth in hnt(h*d beauty dreft ; 
The various fcenes, which -»various charms difplay, . 
Through alLth' extended tlieatre furvey. 

See how fublime th' uplifted mountains rife. 
And with their pointed heads invade the (kies! 425 . 
How the high cliffs their craggy arms extend, . 
Diftinguilh ftates, and fcver'd realms defend ! ■ 
How ambient (hores confine the rcftlcfs deep, •. 
And in their ancient bounds the billows keep ! • 
The hollow vales their fmiling pride unfold j 439 

What rich abundance do their bofom^ hold I - 
Regard theirJovcly.verdwe, ravifli'd view . 
TJic party-colour'd Aiwcrs of various \\ut \ ' 

E 3 . ^ox. 
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Not EaOern mooarchs, on their nuptial clay, 

In dazzling gold and purple fliine fo gay 435 

As the bright oativet of th' unlaboured •fields 

Unverft in fpinning, and in looms unikili'd. 

See, how the ripening fruits the gardens crown, 

Inabibe the fun, and make his liglu their own ! 

See the fweet brooks in filvcr mazes creep, 440 

Enrich the meadows, and fupply the deep; 

While from their weeping urns ti^e fountains flow. 

And vital moidure, where they pafs, Inrftow ! 

Admire the narrow ftream, and fpreading lake. 

The proud afpiring grove, and humble brake z 445 

How do the forefts and the woods delight f 

How the fweet glades and openings charm the fight ! 

Obfenre the pleafant lawn and airy plain, 

The fertile furrows rich with various grain ; 

How ufeful all 1 how all confpire to grace 450 

Th* extended earth, and beautify her face I 

Now, fee, wiih how much art the parts arc made; 
With bow much wifdom are the flrata laid. 
Of different weight, and of a ditfercnt kind. 
Of fundry forms, for fundry ends defign'd ! 455 

Here in their beds the fini(h'd minerals reH:, 
There the rich wombs the feeds of gold ciigciL 
Here in fit moulds, to Indian nations known. 
Are cad the federal kinds of precious done ; 
The diamond here, by mighty monarchs worn, 460 
Fair as the dar that beautifies the mom $ 
And, fplendid by the fun*s embody *d ray. 
The rabies there their crimfon light difplay j 

4 TVietc 
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There marble's various colour'd veins are fprcad; 

Here of bitumen unftuous ftorcs are bred. 46 5 

What (kill on all its furface is bcftow'd, 

To makti the earth for man a fit abode ! 

The upper moulds, with a6live fpirits llorM, 

And rich in verdant prcgenv, afford 

The flowery pallure, and the fliady wood, 473 

To men their phyfick, and to beafts their food. 

Proceed yet farther, and a prolpc£t take 
Of the fvvift fire am, and of the (landing lake. 
Had not the deep been form'd, thar might contain 
All the colle.5led treafures of the main, 4-^ 

The earth had dill ocrwhclm'd with water flood, 
To man an uninhal)ital)Ic flood. 
Yet had not part as kindly Ibid behind, 
In the wide ciflerns of the lakes confin'd, 
Did not the fprings and rivers drench the land, 4SC 
Our globe would grow a wildernefs of fand ; ' 
The plants and groves, the tame and favage beaft, 
And man, their lord, would die with diought opprcfi:. 
Now, as you fee, the ficaiing element 
Pan loofe in flreams, part in the ocean pent, 4S5 

So wifely is difpos'd, as may conduce 
To man's delight, or necefiary ufe. 

Sec how the mountains in the midQ divide 
The noblefl regions, that from either fide 
The dreams, which to the hills their currents owe, -» 
May every way along the valley flow, C 

And verdant wealth on all the foil bcftow I J 

So Atlas and the mountains of the moon. 
From north to fouth, in lofty ridges ivitv. 

E 4 t\v\c^\^^^v 
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Through Afric realms, whence falling waters lave 495 

Th* inferior regions with a winding wave. 

They yarious rivers give to various foil, 

Niger to Guinea, and to ^gypt Nile. 

So from the towering Alps, on different fides^ 

Dillblving fnows defcend in numerous tides, 500 

Which in the vale beneath their parties join 

To form the Rhone, the Danube, and the Rhine. 

So Caucafus, afpiring Taurus fo. 

And fam'd Imaiis, ever white with fnow. 

Through eaftem climes their lofty lines extend, 505 

And this and that way ample currents fend. 

A tfaoufand rivers make their crooked way. 

And difembogue their floods into the fea ; 

Whence fbould they ne'er by fecrct roads retire. 

And to the hills, from whence they came, afpire; 5101 

They by their conftant dreams would fo encreafc 

The watery (lores, and raife fo high the feas, 

That the wide hollow would not long contain 

Th' unequal treafures of the fwelling main ; 

Scorning the mounds which now its tide withfland; 515 

Tlie fea would pafs the fhores, and drown the land. 

Tell, by what paths, what fubccrranean ways, 
Back to the fountain's head the fea conveys I 

The refluent rivers, and the land repays? J 

Tell, what fupcrior, what controling caufe 510 

Makes waters, in contempt of nature's laws, 
Climb up, and gain th' afpiring mountains height, 
Swift and forgetful of their native weight } 

What 



h mud with everlafting labour play, 
tq their fprings the rivers to convey, 
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happy works, what engines under- ground, 
indruments of curious art are found, 525 

ecp their correfpondencc with the fea ? J 

haps you *ll fay, their ftreams the rivers owe 
t to rain, in part to melting fnow ; 53a 

hat th' attrafted watery vapours rife 
lakes and feas, and fill the lower ikies r 
when condensed the airy regioa pours • 
e dry earth in rain, or gentle (bowers; 
liinuating drops fink through the fand,^ 535 

>afs the porous flrainers of the land ; 
b freih fupplies of watery riches bring 
ery river's head, to each exhaufled fpring ; 
treams are thus, their loffes to repair,. 
to their fource tranfmitted through the air ; 540 
vaters Aill their circling courfe maintain, 
down in rivers, and return in rain ; 
)n the foil with heat immoderate dry'd, 
hidi the rain's pure treafures arc deny'd, 
Qountains more fublime in aether rife, 54^ 

.fix the clouds, and tower amidfl the ikies $ 
howy fleeces, wluch their heads involve, 
by ih part, and ftill in part difToIvc; 
nts and loud impetuous catara£^s 
jgh roads abrupt, and rude unfalhion'd tra£is, 550 
lowh the lofty mountain's channePd fides, 
;o the vale convey their foaming tides f 
igth, to make their various currents one> 
ongregated Boods together run *, 
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Thefc confluent ftreams make Tome great river's head, 

^y llores flill melting and defceading fed ; 

Thus from th.* afpiring mountains of the moon 

Diflblving treafures rufh in torrents down. 

Which pafs the fun-burnt realms and fandy foil. 

And blefs th' Egyptian nation with their Nile ; c6e 

Then whofoe'er his fecrdt rife would know, 

Muft climb the hills, and trace his head in fnow; 

And through the Rhine, the Danube, and the Rhone, 

AH ample rivers of our milder zone, 

While they advance along the flats and plains, 565 

$|^read by the Ibowers augmented, and the rains ; 

Yet thefe their fource and firft beginning owe 

To (lores, that from the Alpine mountains flow ; 

Hence, when the fnows in winter ceafe to weep. 

And undiiTolv'd their flaky texture keep, 57§ 

The banks with eafe their humble ftreams contain, 

Which fwell in fummer, and thofe banks difdain. 

Be this account allow'd, fay, do not here 

Th' imprcflions of confummate art appear? 

In every fpacious realm a riflng ground, 575 

Qbfervers tell, is in the middle found ; 
That all the ftreams, which flow from cither fide. 
May through the valleys unobftrufted glide. 
What various kingdoms does the Danube lave, 
Before the Euxine fea receives its wave ! 58a 

How many nations of the fua-bumt foil 
Fam*d Niger blefs ! how many drink the Nile ! 
Through what vafl regions near the rifing fun 
Does Ijidus^ Ganges, and Hydafpcs^ run ! 

What 
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appy empires, wide Euphrates, teem, 585 

:gnant grow by thy prolific ftream ! 

any fpacious countries does the Rhine, 

ing banks, and mazes Terpentine, 

5, before he fplits in Belgia's plain, 

t in fand creeps tu the Germain main ! 59<» 

vhich through Indian realms their courfc purfuc^ 

'exico enrich, and wafh Peru, 

leir unwearied ftrcams yet farther pafs, 

hey reach the fea, and end tlieir race. 

cc the rivers and the floods demand, 595 

r defcent, a prone and finking land, 

»t this due declivity declare 

Dirc6bor's providential care ? 

low the flreams advancing to the main 

h crooked channels draw their cryilal train I 6o» 

ingcring thus they in meanders glide, 

attcr verdant life on either fide. 

leys fmile, and with their flowery face 

althy births confefs the floods embrace. 

. great bleiling would in part be lod, 605. 

uld the meads their blooming plenty boaAi 

;heck*d rivers draw their fluid train 

dire6i, and rapid feek the main, 
'ea does next demand our view ; and tliere 
the marks of perfeft fltill appear. ixe* 

\r(k the atoms to the congrefs came, 

their concourfe form'd the mighty frame, 
id the liquid to th* aflembly call, 

their aid to fbnn the ponderous ball ? 
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Firft, tell us, why did any comfit next, why 615 

In fuch a difproportion to the dry ? 

Why were the raoHl in number (o outdone. 

That to a thoufand dry, they are but one ? 

When they uaited, and together clung, 

When undiftinguilh'd in one heap they hung, 6so 

How wa&.the union broke, the knot unty'd. 

What did th' entangled elements divide ? 

Why did the moid disjoined, without refpe^l: 

To their Icfs weight, the loweft feat ele6l ? 

Could they difpenfe to lie below the land, 619 

With nature's law» and unrepealed command ; 

Which gives to lighter things the grcateA height, 

And feats inferior to fuperior weight ? 

Did they forefee, unlefs they lay fo low, 

The refUefs fiood the land would overflow, 630 

By which the dclug*d earth would ufclcfs grow ? 

What, but a confcious agent, could. provide 

The fpacious lioUow, whei« the waves refide } 

Where, bar'd with rock, and fenc'd with hills, tlie deep . 

Does in its womb the floating trcafures keep.;. 655 

And air the raging regiments refirain 

In flated limits, that the fwelling main ^ 

May not in triumph o'er the frontier ride, . 

And through the land licentious fpread its tide ? 

What other caufe the frame could fo contrive, 64*' 

That, when tempeftuous winds the ocean drive. 

They cannot break the tye, nor difunite 

The waves, which coll conneficd in their flight ? 

TheiD 
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Their bands, though flack, no difToludon fear, *% 

Th* unfevcr'd parts the greateft preflurc bear, 645 ^ 
Though loofe, and fit to flow, they dill cohere. J 
This apt, this wife contexture of the fea, 
Makes it the fliips driv'n by the winds obey ; 
Whence hardy merchants fail from fliore to fliore. 
Bring Indian fpiccs home, and Guinea's ore* 659 

When you with liquid (lores have fiU'd the deep, 
What does the flood from putrefa£tion keep ? 
Should it lie flagnant in its ample feat. 
The fun would through it fpread defbru6liyc heat. 
* The wife Contriver, on his end intent, 655 

Careful this fatal error to prevent. 
And keep the waters from corruption free, 
Mist them with fait, and feafon*d all the fea« 
What other caufe could this effe£^ produce ? 
The brackifli tin£^ure through the main dififufe ? : 66f 
You, who to fblar beams this taflL aflign, 
To fcald the waves, and turn the tide to brinci 
Refle6i:, that all thd fluid (lores, which deep 
In the remoteft caverns of the deep, 
'Have of the briny force a greater (hare, €6| 

Than thofe above, that meet the ambient ur« 
Others, but oh how much in vain ! ere^ 
Mountains of fait, the ocean to infe£^. 
Who, vers'd in nature^ candefcribe the land, 
'Oir fix the place on which thofe mountains (laiid ? 670 
Why have thofe rocks fo Ipng unwafled (Vood, 
Since, lavifli of their (lock, they through "the'flood. 
Have, ages pad, their melting cryftal fpred. 
And with dicir fpolU the liquid re^oa« itd > 
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Yet rtiore, the wife Contriver did provide, 675 ^ 
ITo "keep the fca from ftagnating the tichs ; / 

Which now we fee advance, and now fubiidc. ^ 

If you exclude this great Dirc£ling Mind, 
Declare what caufe of this effc^l you find. 
You who this globe round its own axis drive, 680 

l^rom that rotation this event derive : 
You fay, the fca, which with unequal pace 
Attends the earth in this its rapid race, 

'Does witli its waves fall backward to the weft. 
And', thence repell'd, advances to the caft : 6S5 

"While this revolving motion does endure, . 
The deep muft reel, and rufh from fhore to fliorc : 
Thus to the fetting, and the rifmg fun, 
Alternate tides in dated order run. 
Th* experiments you bring us, to explain 6.90 

■Kiis notion, are impertinent and vain. 
An orb or ball round its own axis whirl j 
Will nol the motion to a diftance hurl 

. Whatever diill or fand you on it place, 

. A,nd drops of water frbnfi its convex face ? 695 

^f^^lhia rotation does the Teas afFbft, 
The rapid. motion ratlier vt'otild eje€i: 
The ftores the low capacious cav«s contain, 
And from its. ample bafin caft the main ; 
Aloft in air would make the ocean fly, 700 

And dalh its fcatter'd waves againft the Iky. 

If yau, to folvc th' appearance, have recourfe 
To the bright fun's, or moon*s impulfive force j 

Do you, who call for demonflration, tell 
M»w diiUnt oris th* ob'cditux 5loo^ *mv^^\^ •\%^ 
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This ftrong myftcrious influence explain, 

By which, to fwell the waves, they prefs the main. 

But if you chufe magnetic power, and fay 

Thofe bodies by attraction move the fca ; 

Tin with new light you make this fccret known, 710 

And tell us how *ns by attraftion done. 

You leave the mind in darknefs ftill involv'd. 

Nor have you, like philofophers, refolv'd 

The doubts, which we to reafoning men refer. 

But with a cant of words abufe the ear. 71^ 

Thofe, who affert the lunar orb prciidcs 
O'er humid bodies, and the ocean guides : 
Whofe waves obfcquious ebb, or fwelling run. 
With the dechning or increafing moon ; 
With reafon fcem her empire to maintain, 720 

As miftrcfs of the rivers and the main. 
Perhaps her a6tive influences caufe 
Th* alternate flood, and give the billow laws> 
The waters fcem her orders to obey, 
And ebb and flow, determin'd by her fway. 725 

Grant that the deep this foreign fovereign owns, 
That mov'd by her it tliis and that way runs. 
Say, by what force fhe makes the ocean fwell. 
Docs flic attraft the waters, or impel ? 
How docs ihc rule the rolling waves, and guide 73Q 
By fixt and conflant laws the refllefs tide ? 
Why does flie dart her force to that degree. 
As gives fo juft a motion to the fea, 
That it fliould flow no more, no more retire. 
Than natjare's various ufefoi ends req^uire } i^(^ 
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A Mind Supreme you therefore muft approve, 

Whofc high command caus'd matter firft to move : 

Who ftill prefcrvcs its courfe, and, witli refpeQ: 

To his wife ends, all motions does dire£^« 

He to the filver moon this province gave, 749 

And fixt her empire o'er the briny wave 5 

Endued her with fuch juft degrees of power^ 

As might his aims and wife deiigns procure. 

Might agitate and work the troubled deep. 

And rolling waters from corruption keep, 745 

But not impel them o'er their bounds of fand. 

Nor force the wafleful delugt o'er the land« 
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BOOK II. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

THE Imroduftion. Tbc numerous and iinf>ortant 
blcffings of religion. The cxiftence of a God dc- 
monftratcd, from tire wifdom and defign which ap- 
pear in the mottcmi of the heavenly orbs t but more 
particularly in the folar fyftem. I. In the fituation 
of the fuoy and its due dii^ance from the earth. The 
fatal confe^uences of its having been {>1aced other- 
wife than It is. II. In its diurnal motion, whence 
the change of day and ni^ht proceeds : thin in its 
annual motion, whence arife the different degrees of 
heat and cold. The confinement of the fun between 
the tropicksy not to be accounted for by any phlloro- 
phical hypothefis. The difficulties of the lame, if 
the earth moves, and the fun reds. The fpringof th« 
fun's motion, not to be explained by any irrclipous 
philofophy. The coiitemplation of the folar fight, 
and the ules made of it for the end propofed. The 
appearances in thi: folar fyitem not to be folved, but 
by aflcrtin* a God. The fyftcms of Ptolomj, Co- 
pernictt% Tjrcho Brahe, and Kepler, coniidered. 
The folar fyftem deicrit)ed, and compared with the 
fixed ftars, which are fuppofed centres of the like 
fyilems. ReAet^onif on that comparifdn. The Iw- 
F ^otUcll^ 
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potbcfis of Epicurus, in relation to the motion of 
ihc fun. Wildom and dcfjgn difcovercd in the air; 
in its ufeful ftrufturc, its elafticity, its various me- 
teors*; the wind, the rain, thunder, and lightning. 
A ihort contemplatioD of thf vegetable kind. 

f^ AR U S, by hardy Epicurus taught, 

^^ From Greece to Rome his impious fyftcm brought; 

Then war with Heaven he did infulting wage, 

And breath*d againd the Gods immortal rage t 

Sec, he exclaims, the fourceof all our woe ! 5 

Our fears and fufFerings from Religion flow. 

We grant, a train 6f mifchiefs oft* proceeds 
From foperAitious rites and penal creeds ; 
But view Religion in her native charms, 
Difperfing blcflings with indulgent arms, 10 

Erom her fair eyes what heavenly rays arc fpread ! 
What blooming joys fmile round her blifsful head ! 

Offspring divine ! by thee wt blcfs the Caufe, 
Who form'd the world, and rules it by his laws 1 
His independent being we adore, 15 

Extoll his goodnefs, and revere his power ; 
Our wondering eyes his high pcife6^ions vicwy 
The lofty contemplation wc purfue, 
Till ravifli'd wc the great idea find. 
Shining in bright imprcilions on our mind. 20 

Infpir'd by thee, gueft pf celeflial race^ 
With generous love, we human-kind embrace f 
Wc provocations unprovck'd receive, 
Patient of wrong, and eaiy to forgive { 

Pfioteft 
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'rote£k the orphan, plead the widow's caufe, 25 

^or deviate from the line unerring jufticc draws. 

Thy luftrc, bleft effulgence, can difjicll 
The clouds of error, and the gloom of hell ; 
Can to the foul impart etlierial light, 
Give life divine and intellectual fight : 33 

Before our ravifh'd eyes thy beams difplay 
TI15 opening fcenes of blifs, and cndlefs day ; 
By which incited, we with ardour life, 
Scorn this inferior ball, and ciaim the ikies. 

Tyrants ro thee a change of nature owe, 3 3 

Difmifs their tortures, and indulgent grow. 
Ambitious conquerors in their mad' career, 
Checked by thy voice, lay down the fword and fpear. 
The boldeil champions of impiety, 
Scornful of Heaven, iubdued or won by thee, 40 
Before thy hallow'd altars bend the knee; 
Loofe wits, made wife, a public good become, 
The fons of pride an humble mien alTume } 
The profligate in morals grow fevere, 
Defrauders jufl, and fycophants fincere. 4 5 

With amorous language and bewitching fmiles. 
Attractive airs, and all the lover's wiles, 
The fair Egyptian Jacob's fon carefs'd, 
Hung on his neck, and languifli'd on his bread ; 
Courted with freedom now the beauteous ilavc, 50 

Now flattering fued, and threatening now did rave : 
But not the various eloquence of love, 
Nor power enrag'd, could his tix'd virtue move. 
Sec, aw'd by Heaven, the blooming Hebrew flics 
Her anful tODfiuc, and mpre pcrl'uaiive e\'c% ■, 
Fa'' 
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And, fpri n^ftg from her difappointed anns, 
prefers a dnngcon to forbidden charms. 

Stcdfafl in yirtue's and his country's caufe, 
Th' illuftrious founder of the Jewifli laws, 
Who, taught by Heaven, at gtnuine greatnefs aim'd] 
With worthy pride imperial blood difclaimM j 
Th* alluring hopes of Pharoah*s throne refign*<l, 
And the rain pleafures of a court declined, 
Pleased with obfcure recefs, to eafc the pains 
Of Jacob's race, and break their fervile chains; ii 
Such generous mtnds are form'd, where blefl Religioi 

Ye friends of Epicurus, look around, [i^igns 
All nature view with marks of prudence crown'cL 
Mind the wife ends, which proper means promote j 
See how the different parts for dilferent ufe are wroug 
Contemplate all this condu^ and dcfign, 
Then own, and prarfe, th* Aniticer Divine. 

Regard the f>rbs fubltn>e in aether l)orne, 
Which the bloe regions of the &ies adorn ; 
Compared with whdfc extent, this low-hung iM, 
Shrunk to a point, is defpicably fmall : 
Their nvrmber, counting thofc th' unaicied eye 
Can fee, or by invented tubes ilefcry. 
With thofe which in 4he adverfc hcmifphere. 
Or near each pole to lands remote appear. 
The widcft ftretch df human thought exceeds. 
And in th' attentive mind amazement breeds : 
While thefe fo numerous, and fo vad of fize. 
In various ways roll through the tracklefs Ikies f 
Through eroding roads perplcxc and intricate. 
Perform their Ai^esy and thcit iQ\i^^ tts^iufc \ 
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by coUifion from their courfe are drivtn, 
)cks, no conflfi6l8, break the peace of heaven; 
atterM globet, no glowing fragments fall;, 
oriels o'erturn'd cruik this tcrreflrial baU { 90 

mteous order all the orbs advance^ , 
in thctr mazy complicated dance^- 
1 one part of all the pathlefs Ik)^ 
ny ever halt, or (lep awry, 
len twice ten thoulaod men deprivM of (iglu: 95 
me wide vale dire6k tlieir footHepg. right; 
there a various tigur'd dance ellay, 
by juft fteps, ami meafur'd time obey 5 
crofs each otlier with unerring feet, 
miftake dieir place, and never meetj ie#^ 

lall in nuny years the leaft decline 
tl>e fame ground, and the fame winding line : 
may in various roads the orI>8 above, 
out a guide, ia pcrfe£^ concord move ; 
lieauty, order, and harmonious laws,. 10$. 

not rct^uire a wrfc Dirt£ting Cauf«. 
, how th' indulgent father of the day 
ch due didance docs his lurams difplay^ 
he hi*> heat may give to ie% and land, 
I degrees, as all their wants demand!' Lie 

ad he, in th' unmeafurHble fpace 
:her, chofen a remoter place;' 
1 (lance, pleas'd with that fu^^erior feab 
e Saturn, or where Jove, tlieir courfe repeat) 
d he luppen'd farther yet to lie iiU^ 

: moce diiUat t^airters of the Iky;. 
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How fad, how wild, l)ow exquifice a fcene 

Of defoUtioiiy had this planet been t 

A wadeful, cold, untrodden wildernefs, 

The gloomy haunts of horror and diftrefsr im 

In (lead of woods, which crown the mountain's heady 

And the gay honours of the verdant mead ; 

Inftead of gold A fruity, the garden's pnde, 

By genial (bowers and folar heat fupply'd ; 

Icelandian cold, and Hyperborean fnows, 125 

Eternal froft, with ice that never flows, 

Unfufferahle winter, had defac'd 

Earth's blooming charms, and matle a barren wafler 

No mild indulgent gales would gently bear, 

On their foft wings, fwcet vapours thiough the air, 130 

The balmy fpoils of plants, and fragrant flowers. 

Of aromatic groves, and myrtle bowers, 

Whofe odoriferous exhalations fan 

The flame of life, and recreate l>eaft and man j 

But ftorms, ev'n worfe than vex Norwegian waves, 135 

That breed in Scythia's hills, or Lapland caves. 

Would through this bleak terreftrial dcfart blow. 

Glaze it vrith ice, or ^-helm it o'er with fnow. 

Or had the fun, '5y like unhappy fate, 
Elc£led to the eanh a nearer feat, 140 

His beams had cleft tbe hill, the valley dry'd, 
Exhard the lake, add drained the briny tide: 
A heat, fupcrior far to that which broils 
Borneo, or Sumatra, Indian ifles ; 
Than that which ripens Guinea's golden ore, 145 

Or burns the Xibyan hiad^ or tans the Moor ; 

Had 



CREATION. BooKlH ' ^^ 

laid all nature wafl«y and turn'd the land 
[lills of cinders, and to rales of fand : 
^eads could then have rang'd the leaflef» wood, 
iinny nations cut the boiling flood ; 150 

s had not beat the airy road, the fwains 
lock 8 had tended on the ruffet plains. 
Sy had the fun's bright orb been more remote, 

cold had kiird ; and, if more near, the di'ougbt. * 
ext fee, Lucretiaa fages, fee the fun 155 

courfe diurnal and his annual run. 
' in his glorious race he moves along, 

as a bridegroom, as a giant ilrong. 
' his unvary*d labour he repeats, 
irns at. morning, and at eve retreats ; 169 

, by the diflribution of his light, 
' gives to man the day, and now the night ; 
It, when the drowfy fwain and traveller ceafc 
ir daily toil, and footh their limbs with eafe ; 
jn all the weary fons of woe reftrain 
ir yielding cares with (lumber's filken chain, 
:e fad grief, and lull reluctant pain, 
nd while the fun, ne'er covetous of reft, 

with fttch rapid fpced from eaft to weft, 
acks oblique he through the zodiac rolls^ 170 

feen the northern and the (outhern pales : 
n which revolving progrcfs through the ikiesi 

needful feafons of the year arife. 

as he now advances, now retreats, 
:nce winter colds proceed, and fummer heats, 175 
qualifies and cheers the air by turns, 
ch winter freezes, and which fumtnei buiiv^. 

F 4 HlVw^ 
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Thus his )und rays the two extremes reduce, ' 

And keep a temper fit for nature's ufe. 

The ffoft and drought, by this alternate power, ito 

Tbf earth's prolific energy reilore^ 

The lives of man and bead demand the change } 

Hence fowls the air, and fUh the ocean, range* 

Of hc|k{ and cold this jufl fucccffive reign, 

W^^:ll does tbe balance of the year maiotaio, 1S5 

Tiue gardener's hope and farmer's patience props,. 

Gives vernal verdure, and autumnal crops. 

Mu)uld but the fun his duty once forget, 
Nf>i- from the north, nor from the fouth, retreat ; 
i^i-ould not the bean;s revive, and footh tiie (oU^ 190 
l^low the furrow for the ploughman's toil ; 
A tecnting vigour fiiould they not diffufe. 
Ferment ^ glebe, and genial fpirics loofe, 
AViiich Lay imprifond in the ftiffenM ground, 
Congeal *d. with cold, in frofiy fetters bound ; 195 

Unfruitful Earth her wretched fate would mourn,. . 
tio graf^ would cloath the plains, no fruit the trees adorn. 

But cli«.l the lingering orb much longer flay, 
U.iiTiindful of his courfe, and crooked way j 
The earth, of dews defrauded, would deteft iqo 

Ti.c fatal favour of ih' effulgent gueft ;. 
Tu 'I'^fldnt worlds implore hiai to repaic. 
And free from noxious I^eams the fultry airs 
Hib ray^, pioJudivc now of wealth and joy, 
V/oulJ tticn the pa(lurc and the hilis annoy, 2c< 

An^l with roo grcar inJuigcncc would deHroy : 
In va'n the labouring 'uind would till the land, 
T'ii/-/} up iht ^kbe, aud Cow U\s iK.vi. in. Cand t 
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The meads would crtck, in want tH bindiag dews. 

The channels would th' exhaling riTcr lofc : ti« 

While in theic haunts wild beafts expiring lie^ 

The paniing herds would on the patlufc die. 

But now the fun at neither tropick flays 

A longer time than his alternate rays 

In fuch proportion heat and luilre glve^ 115 

As do not ruin nature^ but revire. 

When the bright orb, to folace Soutl^em ft^tSf 
Invens his courie, and from tlie North retreats 1 
As he advances^ his indulgent beam 
Makes the glad eatth with freih conceptions teem; 220 
Rcdores their leafy honours to the woods, 
Flowers to the banks, and freedom to the floods | 
Unbinds the turf, e^ihilarates the plain. 
Brings back hh labour, and recruits the fwain; 
Through all the foil a genial ferment fpreads^ 125 

Regenerates the plants, and new adorns the meads. 
The birds on branclKs pcrch'd, or on tl^e wing, 1 
At nature's verdant n:iV>ration iing, f 

And with melodious lay falutc the fpring. "^ 

The heats of fummer benefits produce 230 

Of equal number, and of cqu«l ufe : 
The fprouiing births, and beauteous vernal bloom, 
B>- warmer rays to ripe pcpfcftion eome j 
Th* aurtere and ponderous juices they fublime, > 

MJtc them afcend t\it porous fojl, and cKmb IJ5 f 
The orange-tree, the citron, and the lime j ^ 

Whicli, drunk in plenty by the thn^y root. 
Break forth io painted flxtwets, and* goldeo fVuic ? 
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They explicate the leares, tnd ripen food 
For the fllk-labourers of the mulberry wood; 
And the fweet liqqor on the cane befto\v» 
From which prepar'd the lufcious fugars flow ; 
With generous juice enrich the fpvrading vine, 
And in the grape digeiV the fprightly wine. 
The fragrant trees, which grow by Indian floods. 
And in Arabia's aromatic woods. 
Owe 9^ their f pices to the fummer's heat^ 
Their gummy tears, and odoriferous fweat. 
Now the bright fun compass the precious flone. 
Imparting radiant ludre, like his own : 
He tinftures rubies with their rofy hue. 
And on the fapphire fpreads a heavenly blue ; 
For the proud monarch's dazzling crown prepares 
Rich orient pearl, and adamantine ilars. 

Kext autumn, when the fun's withdrawing ray i 
The night enlarges, and contrafts the day. 
To crown his labour, to the farmer yields 
The yellow treafures of his fruitful fields ; 
Ripens the harvcll for the crooked fleel 
(While bending flalks the rural weapon feel) ; 
The fragrant fruit for the nice palace fits. 
And to the prefs the f^xlling grape fubmits. 

At length, forfaken by the folar rays. 
See, drooping Nature iickens and decays; 
"While Winter all his fnowy (lores difplayi, 265 
In hoary triumph unmolefled reigns 
0*er barren hills, and bleak untrodden plains ; 
Hardens the glebe, the fhady grove deforms, 
Fctt€n cbc Soods, tnd flukes tlvc idr with dorms. 
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ICow t^ive fpirits are reibainM with cold, 270 

And prifonsy crarop'd with ice, the genial captives hold. 

The meads their flowery pride no longer wear, 

Atid trees extend their naked arms in airi 

The frozen furrow, and the fallow field» 

Nor to the fpade, -aor to the harrow, yield. 27 e 

Yet in their turn the fnows and frofts produce 
Various effeC^s^ and of important ufe. 
Th' intemperate heats of fummer are oontrol'd 
-By winter*8 rigour, and inclement cold. 
Which diecks contagious fpawn, and noxious fleams. 
The fatal offspring of immoderate beams ; 
Th* exhaufted air with vital nitre fills. 
Infection flops, and deaths in embryo kills ; 
Conflrains the glebe,, keeps hack the hurtful weed. 
And fits the furrow for the vernal feed. 28c 

The fpirits now, as faid, imprifonM flay. 
Which elfe, by warmer fun-beams drawn away. 
Would roam in air, and diflipated Aray. 
Thus are the winter frods to nature kind, 
Frofls, which reduce exceflive heats, and bind 290 

Prolific ferments in reiidlefs chains, 
Whence parent eanh her fruitfulncfs maintains. 
T9 compafs all thefc happy ends, the fun 
In winding tra£ls does through tbe zodiac run. 

You, who fo much are vers'd in caufes, tell, 295 
What from the tropicks can the fun repel } 
What vigorous arm, what repercuflive blow. 
Bandies the mighty globe flill to and fro, 
Yet with fuch condud, fuch unerring art. 
He never did the rrackiefs road defeit \ -t^^^ 
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Why docs he never in his fptral race 
The tropicks or the polar circles pafs ? 
What gulphs, what moonds, whatterroars, can control 
The rufhing orb, «nd make him backward roU? 
Why ihould he halt at either flatioa ? why 3*5 

>Iot forward run in unobftruftiVc iky ? 
Can he not pafs an agronomic line ? 
Or does he dread th' imaginary fi^n 1 . 
That he Oiould ne'er advance to either pole^. 
Kor farther yet in liquid sther roil, . 3*0 

Till he has gain'd forae unfrequented place. 
Loft to the world in vail unmeafur^d %ace ? 
If to the old you the new fchooU prefer. 
And to the fara'd Copernicus adhere ; 
Jf you eileem that fuppoiition bed, 315 

Which moves the earth, and leaves the fun at reft- 1 
With a new veil your ignorance you hide. 
Still is the knot as hard to be unty'd ; 
You change your fcheme, but the old- doubts remain. 
And dill you leave th' enquiring mind in pain, 310 

This problem, as philofophers, refolve : 
What makes the globe from Weft to Eaft revolve t 
What is the ftrong impulfive caufe declare. 
Which rolls the ponderous orb fo fwift in air ? 
To your vain anfwcr will you have recourfe, jtj 

And tell us *ris ingenite, a£kire force^ 
Mobility, or native power to inoce, • 

Words wluch Bvean nothing, and can nothing prove } 
That moving power, tkit force innate explain. 
Or your graye anfwers aore ^kCavd and vain t 399 

We 
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blucion of our queftion find ; 
irds bewilder, nof dircA the mind. 
ly this rapid motion to procare^ 
bard taflt employ magnetic power* 
r that power you at the centre place, 331 

e middfc regions of the mafs, 
as fome philofophers a(Iert» 
e an equal (hare to every part, 
u by this the caufc of motion (howA ? 
plaining, is it not unknown ? 340 

u pretend, by reafon's (Iri^left Uwt» 
'e^ to manifell the caufe ; 
of wonders fo immenfe a field, 
e more ilraogc, none more myfterious yield, 
at eludes fagacious reafon more 345 

is obfcure, inexplicable power, 
u the fpring of motion cannot fhow, 
and faaltkfs ignorance allow; 
oliecience to xh' Almighty nod, 
; tlie wiU, the power, the hand of God. 310 
bphers of ipreading fame are iband, 
th* attra£Hon of the orbs around 
move the eaith, and make its courfe obey 
*s and mooo's ]fiei4rable fway. 
Mir the preiTure and impelling force 35^ 

mly bodies wou4d derive its courfe s 
n the dark Ad difficult difpute 
by turnt eoafuted, and con(\]tef 
1 fubvert di' opponent's fcheme, but none 
Bgth of retfim to fupport kis ownw 360 
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The mind employ'd in fearch of fecret things. 
To find out ipocion's caufe and hidden fprings. 
Through all th' ^herial regions mounts on high. 
Views all the fpheres, and ranges all the iky ; 
Searches the orbt^ and penetrates the air • 
With unfucccfsful ^pil, and fruitjiefs care ; 
Till, (lopp'd by awful height$> and gulphs inunen 
Of Wifdom, and of vafl Omnipotence, 
She trembling fUnds, and does in wonder gaze, 
hoil in the wide inextricable maze. 

See, how the fun does on the middle (hine, 
And round the globe defcribe th' sequator line { 
By which wife means he can the whole furvey 
With a dire6^, or with a flanting ray, 
Ifi the fucceflion of a night and day. 3 

Had the North pole been fixt beneath the fun, 
To Southern realms tiie day had been unknown : 
If the South pole had gain'd that nearer feat. 
The Northern climes had met as hard a fate. 
And iince the fpace, that lies on either fide 
The folar oi;b, is without limits wide ; 
Grant that the fun had happen'd to prefer 
A feat afcant but one diameter, 
Lofl to the light by that unhappy place 
This globe had lain a frozen, lonefome mafs. 

Behold the light emitted from the Ain, 
What more familiar, and what mole unknown ! 
While by its fpreading radiance it reveals 
All nature's face, it dill itfelf conceaU. 
See how each ipom it does its beams difplay, 
^ad on its golden wings biin^b^^V. xK^ Avi ! 
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bon th' effulgent emanations fly 

gh the blue gulph of interpoiing iky !- 

oon their lufbre all the region tills, 

on the vallies, and adorns the hills 1 395 

as of mileSy fo rapid is their race, 
eer the earth, they in few moments pafs. 
ing progrefs ! At its utmoft ftrctch, 
human mind can this Avift motion reach ? 
. to fave fo quick a flight, you fay 4o# 

irer-roUing orb's impulfive ray 
: next threads and filaments does bear 
1 form the fpringy texture of the air, 
hofe iliil ftrike the next, till to the light 
uick Tibration propagates the light j 405 

ill as hard, if we this fcheme believe, 
lufe of light's fwift progrefs to conceive, 
h thought from prcpoflcflion free, rcflcft 
ar rays, as they the fight refpe^. 
earns of light had been in vain difplay'dy 410 
3t the eye been fit for vifion made : 
!) the Author had the eye prepar'd 
fo much (kill, had not the light appeared, 
: old and new aOronomers in vain 
pt the heavenly motions to explain. 415 

*toIomy his fcheme ccleilial wrought, 
f machines a wild provifion brought : 
entric and eccentric he prepares, 

and epicycles, folid fpheres, 
er plac'd, and with bright globes inlaid, 420 

ve the tourt by heavenly bodies made. 
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But fo pcrplcxt, fo intricate a frame. 

The latter ages with dcrifion name. 

The comets, which at feafons downward tend, 

Ttien with their flaming equipage afcend $ 4^5 

Venus, which in die purlieus of the fun 

Does now above him, now beneatli him, run 1 

The ancient (Irufture of the heavens fubvert, 

Reaf'd with yall labour, but with little art. 

Coi>ernicus, who rightly did condemn 439 

This eldeft fyftem, form'd a wifer fcheme j ■ 
In which he leaves the fun at re(V, and rolls 
The orb lerrcftrial on its proper poles ; 
Which mtkes the night and day by this career, 
And by its (low and crooked courfe the year. 43 ( 

The famous Dane, who ofc' the modern guides, 
To^arth and fun their provinces divides : 
The earth*4 rotation makes tlie night and dayi 
The fun revolving through th* ecliptic way 
£ife£^6 the various feafons of the year, 449 

Which in their turn for happy ends appear. 
This fcheme or that, wluch pleafes beft, embrace, 
Still we thfi Fountain of their motion trace. 

Kepler allerts thefe wonders may be done 
By the magnetic virtue of the fun, 441 

Which he, to gain his end, tlunks fk to place 
Full in the centre of that mighty fpace, 
Whicji does the fpheres, where planeu roll, include. 
And leaves him with attra6^ive force endued. 
The fun, thus feated, I>y mechanic laws, ^yt 

The eartli and everji diAaot planet drftwa i 
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By which attra6!tion all the planets, found 
Within his reach, are turiiM in aether round. 

If all thefe rolling orhs the fun obey, 
Who holds his empire by magnetic fway ; 455 

Since k\\ are guided with an equal force. 
Why are they fo unequal in their courfe ? 
Saturn in thirty years his ring compleats, 
Which fwifter Jupiter in twelve repeats. 
Mars three and twenty months revolving fpends ; 4(0 
The Barth in twelve her annual journey ends* 
Venus, thy race in twice four months is run ; 
For hisy Mercurius three demands ; the Moon 
Her revolution tinilhes in one. 
If mil at once are mov'd, and by one fpring ; '465 

Why fo unequal is their annual ring ? 

If fome, you fay, preft with a ponderous load • ' • 
Of gravity, move flower in their road, 
Becaufe, with weight encumber'd and oppreft, 
Tbefe fluggilh orbs th' attractive fua reiift ; 470 

Till you can weight and gravity explain, 
Thofe words are iofignificant and vain. 
If plianecary orbs the Sun obey. 
Why (hould the Moon difown hi9 fovereign fway ? 
Why in a whirling eddy of her own 47 ^ 

Around the globe tcrreftriai ihould (he run ? 
This difiibedienci: of the Moon will prove 
The Sun's bright 01 b does noc the planet move. 

I'hilufophers may fpare their toil ; in vain "^ 

They form new fcbemes, and rack their thoughtful I 

brain, 4X0 | 

The caufe of heavenly motions to cxplidn t \ 

G M^^ 
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After their various uoTuccefsful ways, 

Their fruitlefs labour, and inept effays^ 

Kg caufe of thofe appearances they 11 find| 

But Power exerted by th' Eternal Mind| 485 

Which through their roads the orbs celeftial dnTcs, • 

And this or tliat determined motion gives* 

The Mind Supreme does all his worlds control^ 

Which by his order this and that way roU| 

From him they take a delegated force, 490 

And by his high command ipaintain their conilc | 

By laws decreed ere fleepng time begun* 

In their fist limits they their (lages run. 

But if the Earth, and each erratic worlds 
Around their S^A their proper centre whirl'dy 4^(5 

Compofe but one extended vad machine. 
And fnxn one fpring their motions all begin { 
Does not fo wide, fo intricate a frame. 
Yet fo harmonious, fov^rcigq art proclium ? .• 
Is it a proof of Judgment to invest 50* 

A work of fpheres involved, which rcprefens. 
The fituation of the orba above, 
Their fize and number (hew, and how they move? 
And does not in the orbs themfelves aj^pMr 
A great contrivance, and delign as clear? 505 

This wide machine the imivcrfe regard, 
With how much (kill is each apartment rearVI I 
The Sub, a glol)e of fire, a glowing maft. 
Hotter than melting flint, or fluid glafs. 
Of this our fyftem holds the nuddle place. [s^^ 

Mercurius, neareft to the central Sun* 
Does in an ortl orbit circb»g roixk \ 
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cly is the obje£l of our iighc 
glory funk, and more prevailing lighc 
he next, whofe lovely beams adorn 5*5 > 

. the dewy eve, as openbg morn, I 

T fair orb in beauteous order turn. J 

obe Terrefirial next, with flanting pole^ 
its ponderous load, unwearied rolls. 
'c behold bright planetary Jove 510 

: in air through his wide province move ; 
cond planets his dominion own, 
2nd him turn, as round the Earth the Moon, 
revolving in the higheft fpherc, 
ngertng labour finifhes his year. 525 

I this mighty fyftem, which contains 
r worlds, fuch vail etherial plains, 
of thoufands, which compofe the whole, 
as glorious, and of worlds as full, 
-s, which grace the high expanfion, bright 530 
* own beams, and unprecarious light, 
i fome near neighbours feem, and fome difplay 
uilre in the milky way, 
\ diftance firom each other lie, 
t>y fpacious voids of lic^uid iky. 535 

e illuftrious worlds, acd many more, 
by the tube aftionomcrs explore; 
llions which the glafs can ne*cr defcry, 
the uilds of vail immenOty ; 
s, are centres, whofe fupcrior fway 54* 

of various magnituilc obey, 
with one clear comprchenfivc fight 
ihcfe fydems, all thefe orbs of Vi^Vvt \ 

G z \\ 
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If wc tlicir order and dependence knew, 

Had all their motions and their ends in view, 54*5 

Withi- all the comets which in aether ftray, 

Yet conftant to their time, and to their way ; 

Which planers fcttti, though rarely they appear. 

Rarely Vipproach the radiant fun fo near, 

That his fair beams their atmofphere pervade, 5^50 

Whence their bright hair and flamin'g trains are madc} 

Would not this view convincing marks impart 

Of perfect prudence andftiipendous art ? 

The matters formed in 'Nfewton's famous fchbbl^ 
Who does the chief in modern fciente rule, 555 

Erc£^ their fchemes by mathematic laws, 
And folvc appearances' with juft applaufe : 
Thefe, who have Nature's ftcps with care puifued, 
That matter is with a£live force endued, J 
That all its parts magnetic power exert, 56* 

And to «fach other gravitate, aflcrt. 
While by this power tliey on each other i(k, 
They are at once attra6>cd, and.attri£i:. 
Lefs bulky matter therefore mufl obey 
More bulky matter's nwre engaging fway ; 565 

By this the fabrick they together hold, 
By this the courfe of heavenly orbs unfold. 
Yet thefe fagacious fons of fcience own 
Attraftive virtue is a thing unknown. 
This wondrous power, they f)iou(ly aflcrt, 570 

Th' Almighty Author did at firft impart 
To matter in degrees, that might produce 
The motions he dcfign'd for Nature's ufc. 

But 
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But, left we (houki not hcFC due reverence pay 
To learned Epicurus, fee the way 575 

By which this reafoner, of fuch high renown. 
Moves through th* ecliptic road the rolling fun. 
Opprcft with thirft and heat, to adverie fcatg 
By turns, fays he> the panting fun rt treats 
To flake his drought, his vigour to repair $^9 

In fnowy clinres^ and-frozen fields of air; 
Where the bright glutton revels without reft 
On his cool ban({uet, and aerial feaft ; 
Still to and fro he does his light convey 
Thiough the fame track, the fame unalter'd way, 585 
Ob luxury intent, and eager of his prey. 

But if the fun is back and forward rolPd, 
To treat his thirfty orb with polar cold, 
Say, is it not, good Epicurus, ftrange 
He Ihould not once beyond the tropic range, 590 

Where he, to quencli his drought fo much inclin|d,.. 
May fnowy fields, and nitrous paftures find> . 
Meet ftorcs of cold fo greedily purfu'd,... 
And be rcfrefh'd with never-wafting food ? 

Sometimes this wondrous man is pieas'd to fay, 59;; 
This way and that ftrong biafta the fun convey : 
A. northern wind his orb with vigour drives, 
Fill at the fouthern troptc it arrives ; 
Then, wanting breath, and with his toil oppreft. 
He drops his wings, and leaves the air at reft ; 600 
'rclh gufts, now fpringjng from the fouthern pole, 
\(Iault him there, and make him backward roll. 
rhus gales alternate through the zodiack blow 
r^ failing mb, md' waft him to and ho \ 

o 3 >w\:\\^ 
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While Epicurus, bleft with thought rcfin'd, 605 

Makes the vail globe the paflime of the wind. 

Were it not idle labour to confute 
Notions fo wild, unworthy of difpute ; 
I M of the learned Epicurus aik, 
If this were for the winds a proper taik ? 6i» 

niuftrious fage, inform th' enquirer, why 
Still from one dated point of all the (ky 
The fickle meteor (hould the fun convey, 
Through the fame flagcs of his fpiral way ? 
Why in one path, why with fuch equal pace, 615 
That he fliould never mifs in all l»is race, 
Of time one minute, or one inch of fpacc ? 

Remark the air's tranfparcnt element, 
Its curious (Iru^lure, and its vail extent t 
Its wondrous web proclaims the loom divine ; 62« 

Its threads, the hand that drew them out fo fine. 
This thin contexture makes its bofom fit, 
Celcftial heat and ludre to tranfmit ; 
By which of foreign orbs the riches flow 
On this dependent, needy ball below. 625 

Obfcrve its parts link'd in fuch anful fort, 
All are at once fupportcd, and fupport: 
The column pois'd fits hovenng on our heads. 
And a foft burden on our (houlders fpreads j 
So the fide-arches all the weight fudain, 53O 

We find no prelTure, and we feel no pain $ 
Still are the fubrile (liings in tenfion found, 
Like thofe of lutes to jufl proportion wound. 
Which of the air's vibration i& the fource. 
When it receives the ftrokw oi iott\%xil^x^^; v»\s 
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irious minds, who. would the air tafpe^t, 
laiHc energy reflet, 
-et force through all the frame diffttsM, 
h its ftrings are from compreflion loos'd ; 
ngy parts, now to a flraiter feat 446 

:'d by cold, and widen'd now by heat j 
J they all extend, by turns retire, 
ire's various fcrviccs reciuire ; 
t^ expand to fill an empty fpace, 
ink to let a ponderous body pafs. 645 

r winds invade the atmofphere^ 
•roe its curious texture cannot tear, 
3 difniption in the threads of air; 
does, thofe parts themfelves reftorcy 
:ir own wounds, and their own bteaches cure* 
t the melodious tenants of the iky, 
wunt inferior feats, or foar on high, 
fe through all the fluid regk)n ftray, 
6ugh the wide expaniion wing tiieir way $ 
>pen meihes let terreftrial fleama 655 

lugh, entic'd away by folar beams ; 
s a road reciprocal difplay 
g vapours, and defcending day. 
It and light, what ever»during ftores, 
from the fuiTs exhauflleft golden fliores, 660 
li gulphs immenfe of intervening Air, 
he earth, and every lofs repair I 
d, its gainful traHick to rai^intatn. 
It crude vapoun, in e^tchan^ for rain; 

G 4 The 
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The flowery garden and the verdant meadt 665 

Warm*d by their rays, their exhalations fpread. 

In (bowers and balmy dews to be repaid { 

The ilreams, their banks forfaken, upward movei 

And flow again in wandering clouds above : 

Thefe regions Nature's magazines on high 670 

With all the (lores demanded there fupply ; 

Their different (learns the air's wide bofom fill. 

Moid from the flood, dry from the barren hill ; 

Materials into meteors to be wrought, 

Which hack to thefe terreArial feats are brought, 675 

By Nature fliap'd to various figures, thofe 

The fruitful rain, and thefe the hail compofe, 

The fnowy fleece, and curious froft-work ; thefe 

Produce the dew, and thofe the gentle breeze : 

Some form fierce winds, which o'er the mountain pafs, 

And beat with vigorous wings the valley's face ; 

O'er the wide lake and barren defart blow, 

O'er Libya's burning fand, and Scytliia's fnowi 

Shake the high cedar, through the foreft fweep. 

And with their furious breath ferment the deep. 685 

This thin, this foft contexture of the air 
Shows the wife Author's providential care. 
Who did the wondrous ibu£ture {o contrive. 
That it might Ufe to breathing creatures give f . 
Might reinfpire, and make the circling mafs 690 

Through all its winding channels fit to pals. 
Had not the Maker wrought the fpringy frame 
Such as it is, to fan the vital flame, 
The blood, defrauded of its nitrous food, 
Had cool'd and langullh'd in lYi' «ixu\«\ xoid \ 69$ 
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the tir*d heart had drove with fruitlcfs pain 
ih the hzy tide along the vein, 
vyhat important ufe to human kind, 
lat great ends fubfervicnt, is the wind ? 
1, where-e*er this a6live vapour flies, 70* 

-es the clouds, and agitates the (kies : 
rom ftagnation and corruption faves 
irial ocean's ever-rolling waves, 
mimalsy to fuccour life» demand ; 
lould the air unvemilated (land, 7*5 

lie deep corrupted would contain 
leaths, and fecret (lores of raging pain 2 . 
:orching fun would with a fatal beam 
all the void with births malignant team» 
der jaundice, fpotted torments breed, 710 

urple plagues, from pe(\ilential feed ; 
ng vapours would be turn'd to fwarms 
;ious infe£ls, and deftru6Hve worms, 
than were rais'd to fcourge tyrannic luft, 
)fes' rod, from animated duft. 715 

thcr blefling, which the breathing wind 
)lent conveys .to human kind, 
t it cools and qualifies the air, 
i:h fcfc breezes does the regions cheer, 
ich the fun o'er-friendly does difplay 629 

x> prevailing, and redundant day. 
irthy nations of the torrid zone, 
^ell to you is this great bounty known 1 
juent gales from the wide oce^n rife 

your air, and moderate your (kiesi 715 
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So conihint winds, as well as rivers, flow 

From your high hills enrich'd with ftoTS of fnow i 

For this great end, thefe hills rife more fublime. 

Than thofe erected ib a temperate clime 

Had not the Author liis proviixon made, 730 

By which your air is cool'd, your fun allay'd, 

Dcftn>y*d by too intenfe a flame, the land 

Had lain a parch'd inhofpitable fand. 

Thefe di(lri£ls, which between the tropicks lie. 

Which fcorching beams diredly daned fry, 7^1 

Were thought an uninhabitable feat. 

Burnt by the neighbouring orb*s immoderate heat : 

But the freih breeze, that from the ocean blows, 

From the wide lake, or from the mountain fnows, 

So fooths the air, and mitigates the fun, 74* 

So cures the regions of the fultry zone. 

That oft* with Nature's blefTings rhey abound, 

Frequent in people, and with plenty crown'd. 

As adive wiuds relieve the air and land. 
The feas no lefs their ufeful blaAs demand ; 745 

Without this aid, the (hip would ne'er adranee 
Along the deep, and o'er the billow dance. 
But lie a lazy and a ofelefs load, 
The foreft*s wafted fpoils, the lumber of the flood. 
Let but the wind with an aufpieions gale, 750 

To (hoye the veflel, fill the fpreading fail, 
And fee, with fwelling canvafs wtng'd, ihe flies. 
And with her waving fbreamers fweeps the fkies I 
Th' adventurous merchant thus purfuet bis vnj 
Or to the life, or to the M of dsiy. 7^5 
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mutual trafEck feverM realms maintain, 
nanufa6iures chang;e to mutual gain ; 
other's growth and arts they fell and buy, 
heir redundance, and their wants fupply, 
Britons, who the fruit of commerce find, 760 
is your IHe a debtor to the wind, 
h thither wafts Arabia's fragrant fpoils, 
, pearls, and fpices, from the Indian ifles, 
Perfia filks, wines from Iberia's ihore, 
ian drugs, and Guinea's goldpn ore I 765 

hts and weahh to fair Augud) flow 
every region whence the winds can blow. 
, how the vapours congregated rear 
gloomy columns, and obfcure the air t 
tful of their gravity, they rife, 770 

ince the centre, and ufurp the ikies, 
"e, form'd to clouds, they their black lines difplay, 
ake their airy march, as winds convey, 
ne in air while they their ccrtirfe purfue, 
from their fable fleeces fliake the dew 775 

e parcht mountain, and \vith genial rain 
V the forefl, and refirefli the plain : 
flied their healing juices on the ground, 
nt the crack, and clofe the gaping wound, 
ot the vapours, by the folar heat yto 

fd and exhal'd, rife to their airy feat, 
t in watery clouds collected fly, 
form*d to ponderous drops djefert th^ ikyi 
ields would no recruits of moiflurt find, 
t>y the fun-beams dry'd; and by tbe wiod, 7^^ 
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Would never plant, or flower, or fruit, produce. 
Or for the bead, or for his mailer's ufc. 

But ia the fpacious climates, whtcli the rain 
Does never blefs (fuch is th' Egyptian plain )» 
With how much art is that defed fupplyM I 7^ 

Sec, how fome noble river's fwelling tide, 
Augmented by the mountain's melting fnows. 
Breaks from its hanks^ and o'er the region flows 1 
Hence fruitful crops and flowery wealth' cnfue. 
And to the fwain fuch. mighty gains accrue, 793 

He ne'er reproaclies heaven for want of dew. 

See, and revere, th' artillery of Heaven, 
Drawn hy the gale, or by the tempeft driven ! 
A dreadfiil fire the floating batteries make, 
O'erturn the mountain, and the fored fbake. too 

This way and that they drive the atmofpherc. 
And its wide bofom from corruption cH:ar, 
While their bright flame confumcs the ful|»hur trainiy 
And noxious vapours, which infe£l our veins. 
Thus they refine the vital element, 805 

Secure our health, and growing plagues prevent. 

Your contemplation farther yet purfue j 
The wondrous world of vegetables view I 
Obferve the foreft oak, the mountain pine,. 
The towering cedar, and the humble vine, 8i« 

The bending willow, that o'erlhades the flood. 
And each fponraneous offspring of the wood ! 
The oak and pine, which high from earth arifci 
And wave their lofty heads amidft the ikies. 
Their pacent carrh in like proportion wound, f 15. 

And through crude metals pentuax.^ ^t %\Q>a.ti]i\ 
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* ftrong and amplr root- defcend fo deep, 
6xt and firm thev mav their flarion keep, 
die fi.fce (hocks of furious winds defy, 
ill the outrage of inclement fky. ito 

he baii: brier and the noble vine 
' arms around their ftrongcr neighbour twine. 
:reeping ivy, to pre%'cnt its fill, 
s with its fibrous grapples to the walL 
arc. tlic trees.of every kind fecure, Zt^ 

r thcii* own, or by a borrowed power, 
very tree from all itt branching roots 
Ml the glebe fmall hollow fibret ibt>Dtt 1 
:h drink with thirfty mouths the vital juice^ 
CO the limbs and kaves their food diffufe : 830 
iar. pores peculiar juice receive, 
da deny; to that admittance give, 
nee various trees their various fh»2tls produce 
for delightful taftc, and fome for ufe. 
: fprouting plants enrich the plain and wood, 135 
hyfick'fome, and fome defign*d for food, 
r fragrant floUrers, With diflfcrent colours dy'd, 
liling meads unfold their gaudy pride, 
riew thefe numerous fcenes. at once furvey 
Vs extended face ; then, fcepticks, fay^ 840 

8 wide field of wonders can you find 
t difcovcr'd, and no end dcfign'd ? 



C^B^K.- 



t H J 

CREATION. 

BOOK III. 

THB AROUMiNT. 

The introdu5Hon. Vfeful knowledee firft purlued 
by man. Agriculture. Architedtifc. Scnlpnitt; 
Painting. MvtCrck, The Grecian Pktlorophen Mk 
engaged in ufelel's fpeculations. The abfurdity nf 
a(feruft|[ the felf-exiftcnt, indcpcDdent* and eternal 
being of acomsy according to the fcheme of Epicunit. 
Anfwcr to the obje£kions of Atheifh to the fcneme of 
Creation averted in the two former books. Thft 
objt£^ioi.s brought by Lucretius againft Crrttioaf 
firoHi.the neceilxy of prt-exiftent matter for the Idc- 
mattOi) of ail l^iLds ol beings; from the pretended 
unantul ^jntrivance of the world i from thomsi 
triers; and noxious weeds; from favtge beaftsi 
ilonris, thantler, difeafes; from the painful birth 
and the ibort life of man; from the inequality •£ 
he<tt and cold in different climates; anfwered* The 
objc^ioiiS of the Vyrrhoiiiansy orScepticks, anfweted, 
A rcpiy to chofe who alfert all things owe their be* 
ihg and their rnutions to nature. Their dificrenC 
and fenfeku account of that word. More apparent 
and eminent (kill and wifdom ex, relied in the works 
of jiatute ii.an in thole of human art. The unrea^ 
fonablcnefs of denying (kill and deiign in the Au- 
thor of tiiufc woiks* Vaninusy HobbeSy and Spi* 
fiofa^ confidered. 
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*I^RE Tain Philofophy had rear'd her fchoolf 
^^ Whofe chiefs imaging realms of fcience rulCf 
With Idle toil form vifioaary fchemes. 
And wage eternal war for rival dreams ; 
Studtous of goodt man dilregaxded fame» 5 

And ufefiil knowledge wa^ his eldeft aim t 
Through metapliyfic wilde he never flew, 
Kor the dark haunts of ichool chinueni kacWy 
But had alone his happincfs in view. 

He milk'd the lowing herd, he prefs'd the cheefe^ 
Folded the flock, and fpun the woolly fleece. 
In urns the bees delicious dews he lay'd, 
Whofe kindling wax invented day difplay'4 1 
Wrefted their iron entrails from the hills» 
IJien wirfi the fpoils his glowing forges fills 1 *lj 

And ihap*d ^Eitb vigorous ftrokes the ni4dy bar 
To rural arms, )iQconfcious yet of wac 
He made the ploughfliare in the furrow flunct 
And leam*d,to fow his bread, and plant his vine* 
How veji^nt food adorn'd the garden beds^ %m 

And fruitful trees (hoc up their branching heads | 
Rich ba!m frem groves, and herbb from grafly pbdnSf 
His fever footh'd, or healM his wounded veins* 

Our fathers next, in architecture ikill'd^ 
Cities for ufe, and forts for fafety, build : a$ 

Then palaces and lotry domes arofe, 
Thefe for devotion, and for pleafure thoTe. 
Their thoughts were next to artful fculptuxe tam'df 
Which now the palace, now tlie dome adorned. 

4 Ts* 
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The pencil then diH growing fame acquire, 
Then ^^as the trumpet hca.d, and'tuncful lyre,' 
One-did the triuniph fing, and one thfe war infpire 

Greece did at length a learned race "produce, 
Who needful fciencc it)OC.k*U, and artsof ufc, 
'C« nfum'd rhcir fmitlcfs hours in eager 'chact 
Of airy notions, thorough the boundlcfsTpacc 
Of f peculation, aiic^ the dtrkfome void, 
IVhere whihglirig whsy in encHefs (Irifc employ*d, 
Mankind with idlc'dibtiltifs embroil, ■ 
Andbfiiion fyflems:withr romantic toil | -' 
Thcfe wiiK the pride of dogmatizing fchook 
Impos'd on naKire arbitrary rules ; 
Fore d hei^ t*heir vain inventions to obey. 
And move as-lctrncd frenzy trac'd the way t 
^bove thfe clouds while they prefum'd to fear. 
Her tracklefii heights ambitious to explore; 
And heaps of undigelled rolumes writ^ 
Illufive nations of fantafticwit { 
So lon^ thby nature fearch'd, and mark*d her Itws, 
^hey loft the knowledge of th' Almighty Caafe. 

Th* erroneous di6lates of each Grecian fage 
Kenounc'd the do^ ines of the eldeft age : 
Yet thcfe their matchlefs fcience did proclaim, 
Ufurp (liflin^^ton, and appropriate fame. 
. But though their fchools produc'd no nobler fruii 
Than empty fchcmes, and triumphs of difpuce { 
The notions which arile from Nature's light 
As well adorn the mind, as guide her right, 
Maldrgc her compafs, and improve her fight. 
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nc*cr the bread with vain ambition fire, (• 

nifh pride, and modcft thoughts infpire. 

informal, wc bleft religion learn, 
rious objeft by her aid difcern ; 
'lling worlds around us we furvey, 
ernate fovereigns of the night and day ; 65 

he wide earth adorn'd with hills and woods, 
1 her herds, and fertile by her floods ; 
rhrough the deep apartments of the main, 
. the air to vifit clouds and rain ; 
vhile we ravifli'd gaze on Nature's face, 70 

k her order, and her motions trace, 
ng coherent chain of things we find 
:o a Caufe Supreme, a wife Creating Mind. 
, who the being of a God difclaim, 
ink mere Chance produced this wondrous frame j 
d you e'er reflect, Lucretian tribe, 
tter what pcrfc6lions you afcribe ? 
u to dull fuch veneration (how? 
m with fuch privilege endow, 

om its nature's pure neceflity ^^ 

Id exift, and no corruption fee ? 

I your fir ft atoms independent arc, 

)t each other's being prop and bear, 

icc to this it is fortuitous 

thcrs Ihould cxiftence have 5 fuppofe t^ 

your mind one atom fhould remove 
ill the troops, that in the vacant ftrovc, 

our thought conceive one atom lefs ? 
^ou Grecian fages muft confefs 



9S BLACK MO RE'S POEMS. 
Tliat matter, which you independent name. 
Cannot a being ncceffary claim ; 
For what has being from neceflity, 
It is impoflible it ihould not be. 

Why has an atom this one place poflcft 
Of all the empty void, and not the reft ? 
If by its naturc*s force 'tis prcfent here, 
By the fame force it muft be every where ; 
Can beings be confin'd, which necpflary are ? 
If a firft body may to any place 
Be not determined, in tlie boundlefs fpace, 
•Tis plain, it then may abfcnt be from all ; 
Who then will this a felf-exiftence call ? 
As time does vaft eternity regard, 
So place is with infinitude comparM: 
A being then, which never did commence, 
Muft, as eternal, likewife be immenfc. 
What caufe within, or what without, is found> 
That can a being uncreated bound ? 
None that 's internal, for it has no caufe ; 
Nor can it be control'd by foreign laws, 
For then it clearly would dependent be 
On force fuperior, which will ne'er agree 
With felf-exiftence and necelfity. 
Abfurdly then to atoms you allign 
Such powers, and fuch prerogatives divine. 
Thus while the notion of a God you flight, 
Yourfelvcs (who vainly think you reafon right) 
Make vile material Gods, in number infinite. 

Now let us, as 'tis juft, in turn prepare 
To (land the foe, and wage ddcw^\N^ ^w. 
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rius firft, a mighty hero, fprings 

le ficW, and his own triumph (ings. 

ngs, to make us from our ground retire^ 

safoner's weapons, and the poet's fire. 

ineful fophid thus his battle form«, lAf 

ilwarks thus in poHfii'd armour dorms : 

parent matter things their being owe, 

e from nothing no productions Aow { 

if we grant no pre-exiftent feed, 

s, different things, from what they do, migfit \ 

red, 

ny thing from any thing proceed; 

)icv groves might Scytiiia's hills adorn, 

liflle might the amarahth have borne, 

inc the lemon, and the grape the thorn j 

from the hills, men from the fcas might rife, 135 

woods the whales, and lions from the ikies. 

ared bard here, with a conqueror's air, 

nful fmiles, and bids his foes dcfpalr. 

^arus, here you ufe poetic charms, 

ot aflail us with the reafoner's arms. 1^9 

: all is clear, you fancy'd doubts remove, 

i hat we grant with cafe, with labour pro%'e. 

you would prove, but cannot, }«ou decline; 

lufe a thing you can, and there you fhine. 

I us, fam'd Roman, was it e'er denied, 145 

ceds for fuch produftions are fupplied ? 

Mature always muft materials find 

afls and trees, to propagate their kind ? 

ineration, the rude peafant knows, 

exidcat mattsr muft fuppofc* \V* 
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But what to Nature firll her being gave ? 
Tell, whence your atoms their exiflence have ? 
We alk you, whence the feeds conflituent fpring 
Gf every plant, and every living thing ? 
Whence every creature ihould produce its kind, 
And to its proper fpecies be confin'd ? 
To anfwer this, Lucretius, will require 
More than fweet numbers and poetic fire, 
f But fee how well the Poet will fupport 
His caufe, if we the argument retort. jl 

If Chance alone could manage, fort, divide. 
And, beings to produce, your atoms guide i 
If cafual concourfc did the world cprnpofe. 
And things from hits fortuitous arofe; 
Then any thing might come from any thing; il 
For how from chance can condant order fpring ? 
The foreft oak might bear the blulhing rofe. 
And fragrant myrtles thrive in Ruflian fnows ; 
The fair pomegranate might adorn tlic pine. 
The grape the bramble, and the floe the vine ; i 
■ Fifh from the plains, birds from the floods might lii 
And lowing herds break from the ftarry flties. 

But, fee, the chief does keener weapons chufe, 
Advances bold,. and thus the fight renews : 

" If I were doubtful of the fource and fpring 
.** Whence things arife,.J from the fkies could biiitf 
** And every part of Nature, proofs, to £how 
*« The world to Gods cannot its being owe • 
<* So full of faults is all th' unartful frame : 
** Firfl we the air's unpeopled dcfcrt blame, 
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beads poflTefs the hill, and (hacly wood ; 
i do the lakes, but more the ocean's flood 
ch fevers realms, and ihores divided leaves), 
from the land by interpofing waves; 
bird, by freezing cold and burning hcaCj . 185. 
I dcform'd, inhofpitable feat j 
efl, unlabour'd, would by nature breed 
brambles only, and the noxious weed, 
oc induflrious man, with endlefs toil, 
t his food from the reiudant foil ; . 19^ 

lOt the farmer's fteel the furrow wounds 
larrows tear the harvefl from the ground, 
:arth would no fpontaneous fruits afibrd 
an, her vain imaginary Lord, 
when the labouring hind has plough'd the field, 
forc'd the glebe unwillingly to yield, 
n green and flowery Nature-crowns his hope 
the gay promife of a plenteous crop, 
Tuits (fad ruin !) perifh on the ground, 
: by the Sun, or by the deluge drown'd i 2o« 
on decay, by fnows immoderate chiird, 
inds are blaflcd, or by lightning kill'd. 
re, beddes, the favage bead fuOains, 
s in the hills the terror of the plains, 
I an a fatal race. Could this be fo, 205 ' 

;racious Gods- difpofe of things below? 
* proper plagues with annual feafons come^ 
deaths untimely blafl us >n the bloom* 
at his birth (unhappy fon of grief I) 
iplef^ caft on the wide coads of lifcf ai« 
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" In want of all things 'whence our comforts Bo 
*< A fad and moving fpeftacfe of woe. 
" Infants in ill-prcfaging cries complain, 
•* As confcious of a coming life of pain. 
** All things meantime to beafts kind Natnre gi 
*' Prevents their fufFerings, and fiipplies their w 
*\ Brought forth with eafe, they grow, and ft 
** No dangfmg nurfc, or jingling gewgaw, need 
** In caves they lurk, or o'er the mountains rar 
** Nor ever through the year their garment chai 
^ Unversed in arms, and ignorant of war, 
** They need no forts, and no invafion ftar; 
" Whate*er they want, from Nature's hand the 
•* The life (he gave, Ihe watches to maintain.** 

Thus in»potent in fcnfe, though flrong in raj 
The daring Roman does the Gods engage : 
But undifmay'd we face th' intrepid foe, 
Sudain his onfet, and thus ward the blbw» 

Suppofe defb6ls in tliis terreftrial feat. 
That Nature is not, as you urge, compleat j. 
That a divine and wife Artificer 
Might greater wonders of his art confer. 
And might with eafe on man, and man's abode 
More bounty, more perfcftion, have beflow'd ,- 
If in this lower world he has not (hown 
His utmod ikiir, fay, has he therefore none ? 
Wc ih produ6Hons arbitrary fee 
Marks of perfe6Hony different in degree- 
Though mailers now more ikill^ now lefs impi 
JTct are not all their works the works of arc ? 
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Do poets ftill fublimer fubje£ls fing, 

Still ftretch to Heaven a bold afpiring wing. 

Nor e'er defcend to flocks and labouring fwains, 

Frequent the floods, or range the humble plains ? 

Did, Grecian Phidias, all thy pieces fliine 245 

With equal beauty ? or, Apclles, thine > 

Or Raphael's pencil never chufe to fall ? 

Say, are his works Transfigurations all? 

Did Buonorota never build, O Rome, 

A meaner (Irufture, than thy wondrous dome > 250 

Though, in thc'r works applauded as their bed, 

Greater dcfign and genius are expreft, 

Yet is iliere none acknowledged in the reft? 

In all the parts of Nature's fpacious fphcre 
Of arty ten tlwufand miracles appear: 255 

And will you not the Author's (kill adore, 
Becaufe you think he might difcover more ? 
You own a watch th' invention of the mind, 
Though for a fmgle motion 'tis dcfign'd 
As well as that, which is with greater thought, 26^ 
With vanous fprings, for various motions wrought. 

An independent, wife, and copfcious Caufe, 
Who freely a£ts by arbitrary laws. 
Who at connexion and at order aims, 
Cceatures diftingui(h*d in perfe£tion frames. 265 

Unconfcious caufes only iliil impart 
Their utmoft (kill, their utmoft power exert. 
Thofe, which can freely chufe, difcern, and know, 
In a^ng can degrees of vigour (how. 
And more or Icfs of aft or care beflowr 17 

H 4 \^. 
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If all perfe£lion were in all things fhown, 
All beauty, all variety, were gone. 

As this inferior habitable feat 
By different parts is made one whole compleat ; 
So our low world is only one of thofc, 
Which the capacious univerfe compofe. 
Now to the univerfal whole advert ; 
The earth regard as of that whole a part. 
In which wide frame more noble worlds abound ; 
Witnefs, ye glorious orbs, which hang around. 
Ye (hining planets, that in aether ftray, 
And thou, bright lord and ruler of the day I 
Witnefs, ye ftars, which beautify the fkies, 
How much do your vaft globes in height and fize 
In beauty and magnificence, outgo 
Our hall of earth, that hangs in clouds below ! 
Between yourfelves too is di{lin6t:ion found, 
'Of different bulk, with different glory crown'dj 
The people, which in your bright regions dwell,. 
Muftthis low world's inhabitants excell 5 
And,' fincc to various planets they agree, 
They from each other muft diftinguifti'd be. 
And own perfeaions different in degree. 

When we on fruitful Nature's care rcflefl, 
*And her exhauftlefs energy refpe£i:. 
That (locks this globe, which you Lucretians cal 
The world's coarfe dregs, which to the bottom fs 
With numerous kinds of life, and bounteous filh 
With breathing gucfts the vallies, floods, and hil 
We may pronounce each orb fuftains a race 
Of Jiving things adapted lo ^t ^Wt* 
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Were the refulgent parts and moft rcfin'd 
Only to fcrve the dark and bafe defign'd ? 
Were all the ftars, thofc beauteous realms of light, ^ 
At diftance only hung to (hine by night, 305 > 

And with their twinkling beams to pleafe our fight ? J 
How many roll in aether, which the eye 
Could ne'er, till aided by the glafs, defcry. 
And which no commerce with the earth maintain ? 
Are all thofe glorious empires made in vain ? 310 

Now, as I faid, the globe terreftrial view 
As of the whole a part, a mean one too. 
Though 'tis not like th' aetherial worlds refin'd. 
Yet is it juft, and finifliM in its kind ; 
Has all perfe6iion which the place demands, 3 r5 

Where in coherence with the reft it ftands. 
Were to your view the univerfe difplay'd, 
And all the fcenes of nature open laid j 
Could you their place, proportion, harmony, 
Ifheir beauty, order, and dependence, fee, 310 

You'd grant our globe had all the marks of art. 
All the perfection due to fuch a part. 
Though not with luftre, or with magnitude. 
Like the bright flars, or brighter fun, endued. 

You oft- declaim on man's unhappy fate ; 325 « 

Infulting, oft' demand in this debate. 
If the kind Gods could fuch a wretch create ? 

But whence can this unhappinefs arife ? 
You fay, as foon as born, he helplefs lies, 
And mourns his woes in ill-prefaging cries, 330 , 

But does not Nature for the child prepare 
ThcpMrent's love, the nurft's tender ewe, 
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Who, of their own forgetful, fcek hf» good. 

Enfold his limbs in bands, and fill his reins with food? 

That man is frail and mortal, is confeft; 335 

Convulfions rack his nerves, and cares his breaftj 

His flying Jife is chac*d by ravening pains 

Through all its doubles in the winding veins } 

Within himfclf he fure deftru<Stion breeds. 

And fecrct torment in his bowels feeds { 340 

By cruel tyrants, by the favage beaft, 

Or his own fiercer paflions, he 's oppreft j 

Kow breathes malignant air, now poifon drinks j 

By gradual death, or by untimely, finks. 

But thcfe objeftors mufl the Caufe upbraid, J45 

That has not mortal man immortal ma-'cj 
For, if he once muft feel the fatal blow, 
Is it of great importanc when, or how ? 
Should the Lucrccian lingering life maintain 
Through numerous ages, ignorant of pain, 550 

Still might tlie difcontented murmurcr cry, 
Ah, haplefs fate of man ! ah, wretch, doom*d once to die f 
But oh r how foon would you, who thus complain. 
And Nature's Caufe of cruelty arraign. 
By reafon's ftandard this miilake correft, 35 j 

And ceafe to murmur, did you once reflt6V^ 
That death removes us only from our feat, 
Pocs not cxtbguifh life, but change its (late. 
Then are difplay'd (oh ravifliing furprize !) 
Fair fcenes of biifs, and triumphs in the ikies i 
To which admitted, each fuperioF mind. 
By virtue's vital energy rcfin'd> 
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Shines fonh with more than folar glory bright. 
And, cloath*d with robes of beatific light. 
His hours in heavenly tranfports does employ, 365, 

Young wiUi immortal bloom from living ftreams of joy. 

You aflc us, why the foil the thiftle breeds ? 
Why its fpont^ineous births are thorns and weeds ? 
Why for the harveft it the harrow needs ? 
The Awtlior might a nobler world have made, 370 
In brighter drefs the hills and vales array'd, 
And all its face in flowery fcenes difplay'd ; 
The glebe untill'd might plenteous crops have borne. 
And brought forth fpicy groves inftead of thorn ; 
Rich fruit and flowers without the gardener's pains 375 
Might every hill have crown'd, have honour 'd all the 
This Nature might have boafted, had the Mind, [plains: 
Who form'd the fpacious univerfe, deflgn'd 
That man, from labour free as well as grief, 
Shoukl pafs in lazy luxury his life^ 38^ 

But He his creature gave a fertile foil, 
Fcnile, but not without the owner's toil ; 
That feme reward his induftry fliould crown. 
And that his food in part might be his own. 

But while, infulting^ you arraign the land, 38^. 

Aik, why it wants the plough, or labourer's hand ? 
Kind to the marble rocks, you ne'er complain 
That they without the fculptor's ikill and paia 
No pcrfeft ftatuc yield, no baflc relieve, 
Or finiih'd column for the palace give ? ^9^^ 

Yet if from hills unlabour 'd figures came^ 
Mao toight have cafe enjoy'd, though, never fame. 
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You may the world of more defe£is upbraid : 
That other works by Nature are unmade ; 
That flie did never- at her own expence 
A palace rear, and in magnificence 
Out-rival art, to grace the ftately rooms ; 
That ihe no cafcle builds, no lofcy domes. 
Had Nature's hand thefe various works prepar'd. 
What thoughtful care, what labour, had been fpar 
But then no realm would one great mader ihow. 
No Piiidias Greece, and Rome no Angelo. 
With equal reafon too you might demand. 
Why boats and Ihips require the Artift's hand ? 
Why generous Nature did not thefe provide, . 
To'pafs the ftanding lake, or flowing tide ? 

You fay the hills, which high in air arife. 
Harbour in clouds, and mingle with the Ikies, . 
The earth's diflionour and encumbering load. 
Of tnany fpacious regions man defraud, 41 

For beafls and birds of prey a defolate abode. 
But can ih' obje£kor no convenience find 
In mountains, liills, and rocks, which gird and bind 
The mighty frame, that elfe would be disjoined ? 
Po-not thofe heaps the raging tide reftrain. 
And. for the dome afford the marble vein ? 
Does not the river from the mountain flow^ 
And bring down riches to the vale below } 
See, how the torrent rolls the golden fand 
From the high ridges to the flatter land. 
The lofty lines abound with endlefs (bre 
Ofmiaeraltrc^urci and metallic ore 1 
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.With precious veins of iilver, copper, tin. 
Without how barren, yet how rich within ! 

tThey bear the pine, the oak and cedar yield, 42^ 

To form the palace, aixl the navy build. 

When the: inclement meteors you accufe. 
And alk if gracious Gods would ftornns produce; 

. You ne'er refleft, that by the driving wind 
The- air from noxipus vapours is refin'd, 430 

Freed f com the putrid feeds of pain and death. 
That living creatures might not, by their breath. 
Through their warm veins, inftead of vital food, 

.Difperfe contagion, and corrupt their blood. 
Without the wind the lliip were made in vain, 435 ■ 
Adventurous merchants could Dot crofs the main, 
Nor fever'd realms their gainful trade maintain. 
. Then with thiswife refledtion you difturb 

^*Your anxious thought, that our terreflrial orb 
In manyi parts is not by man podeft, 440 

With too much heat, or too much cold, oppreft. 
But in miilake you this obJe£^ion found : 
UnnumbecW iflcs and fpacious tra6ts of ground, 

- Which feel the fcorching fun^ dire^ker beam. 
And did to youjnhofpitable £eem, 44^ 

With tawny nations, or with black, abound. 
With noble rivers lav*d, with plenty crown'd ; 
And regions too from the bright orb remote 

« Are peopled, wliich you unfrequented thought. 

But could Lucretius on the fun reflect, 454^ 

His proper diftancc from the earth refpcft, 

^Obfcrve his conftant road, his equal pace, 
. His round diurnal, and his aaaual X9S,%\ 
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Coald he regard the nature of tlie liglit, 

Its beauteous luftre, and its rapid flighty 455 

And its relation to the fcnfe of fight ; 

Could he to all thefe miracles advert^ 

And not in alt perceive one ftroke of art } 

Grant, that the nootions of the fun arc fuch. 

That fome have light too little, fome too much ; 4^* 

Grant, that in different tracks he might have rolled. 

And given each clime more equal lieat and cold 1 

Yet view the revolutions, as they arc, 

Does there no wifdom, no de^gn, appear? 

Could any but a knowiag, prudent Caufe, 445 

Begin fuch motions, and aflign fuch laws ? 

If the dreat Mind had form'd a different frame, 

Might nob your wanton wit the fyftem blame ? 

Though here you all pcrfc6lion (hould not lind, n 

Yet is it all th* Eternal Will defign'd t 470 > 

Jt is a finiih'd World, and perfe6J: in its kind. J 

Not that its regions every charm include. 

With which celedial empires arc endued 5 

Nor is confummate goodnefs here conferr'd, 

3f we pcrfc6tion abfuJute regard; 475 

But what 's before aUerted, we repeat. 

Of the vaft wlK>le it is a part compleat. 

But iince you are difplcasM the partial fun 
Is not indulgent to the frigid zone; 
Suppofe more funs in proper orbits roll'd, 480 

I^lfolvM the fnows, and chac*d the polar coM $ 
Or grant that this revolved in fuch ■ way, % 

As equal heat to all he might convey, > 

And giv< their <lillant po\w \!ht fiiw^ ^ ^^ \ J 
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Obferve how prudent Nature's icy hoird, 485 

With all her nitrous (lores, would be devour*d ; 
Then would unbalanced heat licentious reign. 
Crack the dry hill, and chap the ruflet plain j 
Her moidure all exhald, the cleaving' eanh 
Would yield no fruit, and bear no verdant birth. 493 

You of the pools and fpacious lakes complain, 
And of the liquid deferts of the main. 
As hurtful thefe, or ufelefs, you arraign. 

Befides the pleafure, which the lakes afford. 
Arc not their waves with filh delicious ftor'd ? 495 

Does not the wide capacious deep the iky 
With dewy clouds, the earth with rain, fupply ? 
Do not the rivers, which the valley lave. 
Creep through the fccret fubterranean cave. 
And to the hills convey the refluent wave ? 500 . 

You then muft own* the earth the ocean needs, 
Which thus the lake recruits, the fountain feeds. 

The noxious plant and favage animal, 
Wiiich you the earth's reproach and blemifh call. 
Are ufcful various ways ; if not for food, 505 

For manufa£lures or for medicine good. 
Thus we repel with rcafon, not evade, 
The bold objcftions by Lucretius made. 

Pyrrhonians next, of like ambitious aim. 
Wanton of wit, and panting after fame, 510 

Who drove to fink the fefts of chief renown. 
And on their ruin'd fchools to raiJe their owni 
Boldly prefum'd, with rhetorician pride^ 
To hold of any queftion either fide. 
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They thought, in every fubjcft of debate, 
In ciihcr fcale the proof of equal weight, 

Afk, if a C(h1 exiftent they allow ? 
The vain dcci aimers will attempt to ihow. 
That, wliethcr you renounce him, or aflerr. 
There 's no fuperior proof on cither. part. 
Suppofc a God, we muft, fay they, conclude 
He lives ; if fo, he is with,fenfe endued; 
And, if with fenfe endued, may pain perceive, 
And what can Tuffer pain may ceafe to live. 

Pyrrhonians, we a living God adore, 
An unexhaufted fpring of vital power $ 
But his immortal, uncreated life 
No torment feels, and no deftru6tive grief. 
Docs he by different organs tafte or hear? 
Or by an eye do things to him appear ? 
Has he a mufcle, or extended nerve. 
Which to impart or pain or pleafurc ferve ? 
Of all perfcdlion poflible poffeft, 
He finds no want, nor is with woe oppreft. 
Though we can ne'er explore the life divine. 
And found the bleft abyfs by reafon's line. 
Yet 'tis not, mortal man, a tranfient life, like tl 

Others, to whom the whole mechanic tribe 
With an harnaonious fympathy fubfcribe, 
Nature with empire univerfal crown. 
And this high queen the world's Creator own. 
If you what. builder xear'dthe world demand. 
They fay 'twas done by Nature's powerful han< 
Jf whence its order and its beauty rofe, 
filMture, they fay, did fo ticic itwut ^i-^i^ \ 
4 



C R a A T I O K. Boo< m; "3 

If what its fleady motions does maintsrin. 

And holds of caufes and cffefls the chain^ 

0*er all her works thi& Sovereign Caufe prdides, 

Upholds the orbs, and all their motions g^iides. 

Since to her bounty we fuch blclTings owe, 55© 

Our generous Benefa£lor let us know. 

When the word Nature you exprefs, declare, 

Formed in your minds what image does appear ? 

Can you that term of doubtful found explain ? 

Show it no idle ofF-fpring of the brain-? 55-5 

Sometimes by Nature your enlighten'd fchool 
Intends of things the unitcrfal whole 1 
Sometimes it is the order, that conncfts, 
And holds the chain of caufes and effe61s ; 
Sometimes it is the manner, and the way, 560 

In which thofe caufes do their force convey. 
And in effe£ls their energy difplay. 
That Ihe 's the work itfclf, you oft* atlert. 
As oft' th; artificer, as oft* the art; 
^'iiat is, that we may Nature clearly trace, 565 

And by your marks diftinfifcly know her face j 
She 's now ihs building, now the architc6t. 
And now the rule which does his hand dire6):. 

But, let thiscempreftj be whatever you plcafcj 
!>€• her be all, x>r any one of thefe ; 570 

She is with reifon, or (he 's not, endued : 
]f you the fird affirm, we thence conclude 
A God, whofe Being you oppofe, you grant : 
But, if this mighfy queen does reafon want. 
How could this noble fabric be deiign'd, ^75 

And fa&ioij'J hy a Maker brute and bYmd^ 

1 C^m\^ 



'] 



»t4 BLACKMORE'S POEMS 

Could it of ait fuch miracles mvent. 
And rajfe a beauteous world of fuch extent? 
Still at the helm does this daj-k pilot (landy 
And with a fteady, never-erring haud, 
Steer all the floating woritlsy and tfaieijr £et c 
command ? 

That clearer ftrokes of roafterly defign^ 
Of wife contrivance, and of judgement^ ibin^ 
In all the parts of Nature, we airert, 
Than m x\\e brightcft works of human- art : 
And fhill not thofc be juQg'd th' cffcGt of thouj 
As well as thcfc with ikill inferior wrought ? 
Let fuch a fphcre to India be convey 'd, ' 

As Archime^ or modern Hugens made ; 
Will not the Indian, though untaught and rude 
This work ,th' effc6^ of wife deiign conclude ? 
Is there fuch (kill in imitatioti ihown ? 
And in the things, we imitate, is none ? 
Are not pur arts^ by artful nature tauglK, 
With pain and careful obfervation fought ? 

Behold the painter, who with Nature vies : 
See his whole foul exerted in his eyes ! 
He views her various icenes, intent to trace 
The maAer lines, that form her finifh'd fac« : 
Are thought and condu£^ in the copy ckar. 
While none in all th' original appear } . 

Tell us, what mafter, for mechanicks fam'd^ 
Has one machine fo adnairably fram'd, 
Where you will art in fuch perfe^ion grant, 
Afia a living creature, or a plant i 
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Declare, what curious workmanfliip can vie 
Or with a hand or foot, an car, or eye? 
Thatxan for fkill as much applauffe dcferve, 
A^ the fine texture of the fibrous nerve j 
Or the {lu]Mndous'fy{Uin, which contains ^lo 

Th' arterial channels, or the winding veins? 
What artificial frame, what inftrument. 
Did oae fvperior genius yet invent, 
Which to the bones or mufclcs is preferred, 
if you their order, form, or ufe, regard-? ^15 

Why then to vvorjcs of nature is afUgn'd 
An Author unintelligent and blind, 
When ours proceed from choice and Confcious Mind ? 
.. To this you fay, that Nature *s are indeed 
Mod artful works, but tiienthey ne'er proceed 6^0 
l«'rom Naiu« jading with defign and art. 
Who void of choice tier vigour does exert. 
And bv unguided motion things produce, 
JR.e^rdlefs of their order, end, or ufe. 
By Tully's mouth thus Cotta does difputc;; 625 . 

But thus, with eafe, tlie Roman we confute.: 

Say, if in artful things no art is ^own, 
What are the cenain marks, that make it known ? 
i}9W will you. artful from unanful bound. 
And not th' ideas in our mind confound ? 630 . 

Than this no truth difplays before our fight 
A brighter beam, or more convincing light, ~ 
That Ikilfvil works fuppofe a fkilful Cauie, 
Which ^s by dioice, and moves by prudent laws* 
Where you, unlcfs you arc as matter bhndj 63.5 

Cundudt and bcauttrous difpofition find^ « 

1 1 Cqxv- 
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Confpiriog o^dcr, fitnefs, harmony, 
Ufe, and convenience ; will you not agree. 
That fuch effefls could not be undefign'd^ 
Nor could proceed but from a Knowing Mind } 

Old fyfleras you may try, or new ones raifc. 
May fhift and wind, and plot a thoufand ways ; 
May various words, and forms of di6tion, ufe, 
And with a different cant th' unjudging ear amufe; 
You may affirm, that Chance did things create, 
Or let it Nature be, or be it Fate; 
Kody alone, inert, and brute, you '11 find. 
The caufe of all things is by you ailign'd. 
And. after all your fruitlefs toil, if you 
A Caufe diftinft from Matter will allow. 
It muft be confcious, not like matter blind, 
And fhcw you grant a God, by granting Mind. 

Vaninus next, a hardy, modern chief, 
A bold oppofer of Divine Belief, 
Attempts Religion's fences to fubvert, 
Strotig in his rage, but deftitute of art j 
In impious maxims fixt, he Heaven defy*d. 
An unbelieving anti-martyr dy'd. 
Strange, that an Atheift plcafurc fliould refufc, 
Kclinquifli life, and death in torment chufc I 
Of fcience what a defpicablc ihare 
Vaninus own'd, his pubhfli'd dreams declare. 
Let impious wits applaud a Godlefs Mind, 
As bleft with piercing fight, and fenfe refinM, 
Contrived and wrought by Nature's careful hand 
All [lis prouxl fchools cf learning to command ; 
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Let them pronounce each patron of their caufc 

Claiais by didinguiih'd merit jufl applaufej 

Yet I this writer's want of fenfe arraign^ n 

Treat all his empty pages with diiclain, 670 ? 

And think a grave reply mif-fpL-nt and vain : ^ 

To borrow light, his error to amend, 

I would the Athei(l to Vaninus fend. 

At length Britannia's foil, immortal (liame ? 
Brought forth a fage of celebrated name, 6 ; ^ 

Who with contempt on bleft Religion trod, 
Mock'd all her precepts, and renounc'd his God, 
As awful (hades and horrors of the night 
Didurb the mother, and the child affright, 
Who fee dire fpcftres through the gloomy air ^ 

In threatening forms advance, and (huddcring hear j 
The groans of wandering ghofts, and yellings of r 
dcfpair : J 

From the fame fpring, he fays, devotion flows, 
Confcience of guilt from dread of vengeance rofc -, 
Religion is the creature of the fplcen, 6S3 

And troubled fancy forms tiie world unfeen ; 
That timorous minds, with fclf-tormenting care^ 
Create thofe awful phantoms which they fear. 

Such arras were us'd by impious chiefs of ald^ 
Vain as this modern hero, and as bold. 6 )0 

Who would not this philofopher adore. 
For finding worlds difcover'd long before > 
Can he one flower in all his garden (bow, 
Which in his Grecian m.iftcr's did no: grow ? 
And yet, imperious, with a teaclier*s air, 69 5 

Boaftful he claims a right to w'lfdotu's cWvt \ 

1 3 O^^.^Xwi 
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Gafping with ardent thirft of falfe rtnown. 
With Grecian wreaths he does hh temples crown. 
Triumphs wkh borrowed fpoils, and tjssphies net 

his own. 
The world, he grants, with clouds was o^ferfyttui 
Truth ne*cr creftcd yet her (larry head, 
Till he, briglit Genius, rofe to chace the nigl\t. 
And througli all nature ihone with ncw-fprung Hj[ 
. But let th* enquirer know, proud Briton! wiry 
Hope fhouldnot Gods, as well as fear, fupply ?• 
Does not th* idea of a God include 
The notion of beneficent and good,. 
Of one to mercy, not revenge, inclin*di 
Able and willing to relieve mankind? 
And does not this idea more appear 
The obj?6t of our hope,, than of our fear? 
Then tell us, why this paflion, more than that, 
Should build their altars, and the Gods create ? 

But kt us grant the weak and timorous mind 
To fuperflitious terrors is inclined j 
That horrid fcenes, and monfters form*d ia air,. 
By night the children and the mother fcase ; 
That apparitions, by a fever bred, 
Of by tbc fplecn's black vapours, fill the head j 
Does that afFe£^ the fage of fenfe refin*d, 
Whofc body *s healthful, and ferene his mind ? 

Yet more, kifuking Briton ! let us try 
Your reafon *s force, your arguments apply. 
You fay, fincc fpc^lres from the fancy flow. 
To ximorous fancy Gods^ their being owe ; 
* • 
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aBtoms to the weak fcem real things, 

from HnOake and wctknefs fpifings. 
lOUgh the vulgar have illufions fccn, 
: objc^s were withoutj that were within j 
Torn hcntc abfardly ftoulcl corjchidc, 73^ 

fts of tht mind tlic mind delude j 
r ideas idle are, that none 
er real, and that nothing *s known. 
leaving phantoms and illufive fear, 
t Reafon*s judgement-feat appear J 735 

t the queftion l)e feverely try'd j 
ipartial fentence we abide : 

nal Mind's exigence we fuftain 

fs fo full, by evidence fo plain, 

ne of all the fciences have ihown 740 

nonftration of the truths they own. 

fa next, to hide his black defign, 

his fide tl\* unwary to incline, 

'en his enfigns treacherous difplays, 

for God, while he that God betrays j 745 

im he 's plcas'd fuch evidence to bring, 

the name, while it fubverts the thing, 
hear his laboured fcheme of impious ufe : 
tancc can another e'er produce j 
:e no limit, no confinement, knows, 750 

exiftencc from its nature flows ; 
•ftancc of the Univerfe is one, 
is the felf-exiflent God alone, 
eres of aether, which the world inclofe, 
th' apartments^ which the whole compofe ; 75$ 
14. T«tfi 
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The lucid* orbs, the eanh, the lir, the main» 
With every different being they contain ; 
Are one prodigious aggregated God, 
Of whon^ each fand is- part, each ftone and clod 
Supreme perfe^ons in each infe^^ ihine. 
Each ihrub is (acred, and each weed divine. 

Sages, no longer Egypt's Tons defpife, ' 

For their cheap Gods^ and favoury Deities ! 
No more their coarfe Divinities revile ! 
To leeks, to onions, to the crocodile, 
You might your humble adorations pay. 
Were you not Gods yourfelves, as well as they. 

As much you pull Religion's altars down. 
By owning all things God, as owning none : 
-ITor fhouUl all beings be alike divine, 
,Of worfhip if an objcft you allign, 
God to himfelf mu^ veneration fhew, 
Mufl be the idol and the votary too ; 
And their allertions are alike abfurd. 
Who own no God, or none to be adocM. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

THE introdu6lion. No man happy, thathas not con- 
quered the fears of cleatii. The inability of the 
^Epicurean fcheme to accompli (h that end. Religion 
only capable of fubduing thofe fears; The hypo- 
thciis or Epicurus concerning the formation of the 
univerfe (hewn to be abfurd. I. In a. more general 
furvcy of the parts of the univerfe. II. By a mo«c 
clofe and llri£l examination of his icheme. 1 he 
principle of motion not accounted for by that fcheme; 
nor the determination of it one way. Pondus, gra- 
vity, innate mobility, words without a meaning. 
Defcent of aroms; upwards and downwards, a mid- 
dle or centre abfurdly ailerted by Epicurus in infinite 
fpace. His hypothefis not to be fupported, whether 
his matter be fuppofcd finite or infinite. His ridi- 
culous allertion relating to the diurnal and annual 
motion of the fun. The impoflibility of forming the 
world by the cafual concourfe of atoms. They could 
never meet if they moved with equal fpeed. Primi- 
tive atoms, being the fmallcft parts of matter, would- 
move more flowly than bodies of greater bulk, whidi 
have more {gravity ; yet thefc are abfurdly fuppofed to 
move the Iwiftcft. His allertion, that fome primiti^re 
atoH^ have a dire6l» and others an inclining motion. 
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implies a contradidion. Lucretius's explanation 
of this inclining motion of fome firft atoms not in- 
telligible. The inexplicable difficulty of ftopping 
the atoms in their flight, and caufing them ro fettle 
in a: formed world. Theponderous ctnh tibt to be 
fuftained in liquid air. The Epicurean formation of 
the heavens very ridiculous. No account given by 
the Epicureans how the fun and flars are upheld in 
fluid aether. Their idk account of the formation of 
the air. The variety of figure and fize given by 
Epicurus to his atoms, a convincing proof of wifdom 
and defign. Another proof is the <lifproportion of 
the moifl and dry atoiBS in the formation of the 
earth. His ludicrous and childifh account of the 
formation of the hollow for the fca. No account 
given by Epicurus, or his follo\^crs, of the motion 
of the heavenly orbs, particularly of the fun. 



/^ ARUS, we grant, no man is bled, but he 

^^ Whofe mind from anxious thoughts of death is 

Let laurel wreaths the vigor's brows adorn, [free. 

Sublime through gating throngs in triumph born^j 

Let acclamations ring around the ikies, 5 

While curling clouds of balmy incenfe rrfe ; 

luCt fpoik immenfe, let trophies gainM in war. 

And conquer'd kings, attend his rolling car ; 

If dread of death ilill unfubdued remains. 

And fecret o'er the vanquifb'd viftor reigns, 10 

Th* illuflrious flavc in endlefii thraldom bears 

A heavier chain than his led captive wears. 

With fwiftcft wing the fears of future fate 
Glude tli€ guardsi and pafs the palace-£ace ; 1$ 

Traf ciie 
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Traverfc the lofty rooms, and uncontroPd 

Fly hovering^ round the painted roofs, and bold 

To the rich arras cling, and perch on bufl of gold ; 

Fa 01 iltar horrors haunt the monarch's head, 

And thoughts ill-boding from the downy bed 26 

Chace gentle fleep ; black cares tlie foul infeft. 

And broider'd (lars adorn a troubled breafl { 

In vain they aik the charming lyre, in vain 

The flatterer's fwceter voice, to lull their pain j 

Riot and wine but for a moment pleafe ; 2^ 

Delights they ok* enjoy, but never cafe. 

What are difHn6lion,. honour, wealth, and f^ate. 
The pomp of courts, the triumphs of the great ; 
Tlie numerous troops, that envy'd thrones fccure. 
And fplendid eniigns of imperial power ? 30 

What the high palace, rear'd with vaft expence, 
Unrival'd art,, and luxury immenfe. 
With (latues grac'd by ancient Greece fupply'd. 
With more than Perfian wealth, and Tyrian pride? 
What are the foods of all delicious kinds, 35. 

Which now the huntfman', now the fowler, finds; 
The richcft wines, which- Gallia'* happy field,.. 
Which Tufcan hills, or thine, Iberia, yield } 

Nature deprav'd abundance does^ purfut ; 
Her firfl and pure demands are cheap and few. 40 

What health promotes, and gives unenvy'd peace. 
Is all expencelefsy.and procured with eafe« 
Behold the fiiepltferd, fee th' induflrious fwain. 
Who ploughs the field, or reaps the ripcn'd grain. 
How 'mean, and yet how tafteful is their fare ! 45 

Mow fwcct their dcepl their fouls bx^vf li«c It^sccw c^\^\ 
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They drink the Areaming cryflal» and efcape 
Th' inflaming juices of the purpk grape i 
Andf to protc^ their limbs from rigorous air. 
Garments, their own domcftic work, they wear 
yet thoughts of death their lonely cots mole0;« 
Affright the hind, and break the laliourer's reiL 

Since thcfe reBc£tions on approaclung fate 
Diflrufl and ill-prefaging care create; 
'Tis clear we flrive for happinefs in vaiot 
While fears of death within infulting reign. 

But then Lucrctian wits abfurdly frame, 
To fink thofc inbred fears, their impious fchem< 
To chace the horrors of a confcious mind. 
They dcfperate means and wild expedients find ; 
trhc hardy rebels aiming to appcafe 
Their herce remorfe, and dream a while at eafe, 
Of crying guilt th' avenj^ing power difown. 
And pull their high Creator from his throne; 
That done, they mock ihe threats of future pair 
As mon/lrous fi£lions of the poet's brain. 

Tliy force alone. Religion ! Death difarms. 
Breaks all his darts, and every viper charms; 
Soften'd by thee, the grifly form appears 
No more the horrid ol*jc£l of our fears j 
Wc undifmay'd this awful power obey, 
'J'hnt guides us through the fafc, though gloom) 
Which leads to life, and to the bleft alKxie, 
Where ravifhM minds enjoy, what here they ov 

Regard, ye fages of Lucretian race, 
JSiturc's rich drefs, behold her lovely face. 
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Look all arouml, terreftrial realms furvey, 

The ifles, the rivers, and the fpaciaus fcaj 

Obfenre the ^r, view with attentive eyes «^ 

The glorious concave of the vaulted Ikies ; t 

Goald thefe from cafaal hits, from tumult thofe, arife? J 

Can rule and beauty from di(lra£tion grow? 

Can fymmetry from wild confufion flow ? 

When atoms in th' unmeafur^d fpace did rove, 

And in the dark for doubtful empire ftrove ; 

Divl intervening Chance the feuds compofe, 85 

Efiablifli friendfbip, and difarm the foes > 

Did this the ancient darkfome horrors chace, -% 

Dirtin£tion give, and fpread celeftial grace t 

Cer the black diftrifts of the empty fpace ? J 

Could atoms, which, with undire6ted flight, 90 

Roam'd through the void, and rang'd the realms of 

Of reafon dcflitute, without intent, [night. 

Deprived of choice, and mindlefs of event, 

Jn order march, and to their pods advance, 

Led by no guide, but undeiigning Chance ? $5 

What did th' entanglul particles divide. 
And fort the various feeds of things ally'd ? 
To make primxval elements, fele£t 
All the fit atoms, and th' \inflc reje£k } 
Piflinguifli hot from cold, and moid from dry, io« 
Range fome to form the earth, and fome the iky ? 
From the embrace, and gloomy arms, of night. 
What freed the glinunering Are, and difengag'd the 

light } 
Could Chance fuch juft and prudent tneafures take ? 
To frnmc tiie world, itich di^buuotk m^V<t> v^s 
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]f to your builder you will condu£b give, 

A power to cliufe, to manage, and contrive, 

Ycur idol Chaace, fuppos'd inert and blind. 

Mud be inrord an a£kvie oonfcious mimL 

Did this your wife and fovereign archireA f.f« 

Defign the model, and the world erc6l ? 

Were by her (kill the deep foundations laid, 

The globes fufpended, and tiie heavens difplay-d ? 

By what elaftic engines did Ae rear 

The flarry roof, and roll the orbs in air f 115 

On the formation of the earth reflect ; 
Is this a blind fortuitous efFe£l ? 
Did all the groller atoms, at the call 
Of Chance, file off, to form the ponderous "ball. 
And undetermined into order fall ? 
Did of thcmfclves th* aflcmbled feeds arrive, 
An4 without art this artful frame contrive? 
To build the Earth, did Cl«nce material chufe. 
And through the parts cementing glue difFufe ? 
A^juft the frontier of the fca and foil, ^^ 
Balance and hang in air the finifli'd pile ? 
"Ye towering hills, whofe fnowy peaks arife 
A.bove the clouds, and winter in the ikies.| 
'Ye rocks, which on the fhores .your heads advanoei 
Are you the labour and the care of Chance t 430 
To draw up ftones of fuch prodigious weight. 
And raife th' amazing heaps to fuoh a -height, 
"What huge machine, whatfoccefuLinftnunem^ 
TD'id your blind builder of the world invent ? 
Gould it JiAinguiii, could it wall around 155- 
The damp atMl dark apanacnu uix<\tt ^gK)iv>iA>. : 
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With rocky arches vault die hollow caves* 

And form the tracks of fubterranean waves ? 

Extend the different mineral veins, and fpread 

For rich metallic ores the genial bpd ? 140 

What could prepare the gulphs to entertaia 
Between their ihores the interpoiing main.^ 
Dif-joia the land, the various realms divide. 
And fpread with fcatter'd ides th' extended tide ? 
Regard th' unnuml)er*d wonders of the deep, 145 

Where confluent dreams, their race completed, deep. 
Did Chance the compafs take, and in the dark 
The wide dimenfions of the ocean mark ? 
Then dig the ample cave, and ftreuh tlie ihores 
Whofe winding arms con6ne the liquid (lores, 159 

Which gufliing from the mountain to the main 
Through verdant vallies draw their humid trun ? 
Did it defign the deep abyfs, and fpread 
The ancient waters on their central bed } 
Ttx the wild fbod did fovereign Fortune fay, i^g 

Thus far advance, and here thy billows iUy : 
Be this thy barrier, this enclofing fand 
Thou fhalt not pafs, nor overflow the land ? 
And do the waves revere her high command ? 
• Did chemic Chance the furnaces prepare, licl 

Raife all the labour-houfes of the air, 
And lay crude vapours in digeftion there > 
Where Nature is employed, with wondrous (kill. 
To draw her fpirits, and iKr drops didil ; 
Meteors for various purpofes to form, li^ 

The brecsc to pbecr, to terrify the fbrmi 
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Did (he extend the gloomy clouds on high, 
Where all th* amazing fireworks of the iky 
In uncouco£):ed feeds fermenting lie ? 
Till the imprifon*d flames are ripe for birth. 
And ruddy bolts exploded wound the earth ; 
What ready hand applies the ^kindled match. 
Which evening trains of un£ltious vapours catch 
Whencfc (hoots with lambent ilighr the falHng Aa 
And flames unhuriful hovering dance in air ? 
What curious loom does Chance by evening fprc 
With what fine Ihuitle weave the virgin^s thread. 
Which, like the fpider*s net, harigs on thegrafly mc 
Let us the moulds to fafliion meteors know, 
How thefe produce the liail, and thofe the fnow ? 
What gave the exhalations wings to rife, 
To leave their centre, and poflTcfs the Ikies? 
Let us no longer miflive weapons throw, 
But clofe the fight, and grapple with the foe ; 
Submit to reafon's ftriftell teft their fchcme. 
And by mechanic laws purfue the Imudled frame 
See, how th* ambitious archirects dtfign : 
To rear the world without the power divine. 
As principles, the great contrivers place 
U'nlxlunded matter, in unbounded fpace^ 
Matter was firil, in parts minute, endued 
With various figures, various magnitude ; 
Some, moving in the fpacious infinite, 
Defcribe a line oblique, and feme a right ; 
For, did not fome from a -(Irait courfe deflc£Vy 
They could not meet, t4iey could no world ent^.; 
7 
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While unfatigued from endlefs ages paO, 

They rangM.thc dark interminable waAe> 

Oft clafliing and rencountering in their flight, 

Soqie atoms leap a(ide, and fome upright ; zco 

They various ways recoil, and fwiftly flow 

By miKual repercuflions to and fro. 

Till, ihuffled and entangled in their nice. 

They clafp each other with a clofe embrace ; 

Combined by concourfe, mingled and conripreft, 205 

They grow in bulk, and complicated reft. 

Hence did tlie world and all its parts arife ! 

Hence the bright fun and ftars, and hence the fkies ! 

Hence fprung the air, the ocean, and the earth! 

Aiid hence all Nature had its cafual birth I 119 

If you demand what wife direfting mind 
The wondrous platform of the world defign'd $ 
Did range, divide, and in their order place, 
"The crude materials of th' unfalhionM mafs j 
Did move, dircft, and all the parts control, 7 1 5 

With perfeft fltill, to ferve the beauteous whole j 
Fortune to this high honour they advance. 
And no furveyor want, no guide, but Chance. 

Lucretian mailers, now to make it plain 
In building^ worlds how raw you are, and vain ; 2 2# 
"Grant that before this mighty frame was reai-'d. 
Before confufion Hcd, and light appear'd, 
In the dark void and empty realms of night 
Your reftlefs atoms did purfue their flight j 
And in their adverfe paths, and wild career, 22^ 

By chance rencounter, and by chance cohere 2 



130 BLACKMOR£*S P O E M & 

Tlius clafpt in ftrift embraces they produce 
Unnumbcr*<l cafual forms for different ufc : 

You, who to clearer reafon make pretence^ 

Of wit rcfin*d, and eminent in fenfe ; 230 

Let us, ye fons of Epicurus, know 

The fpring, whence all thefe various motions flow. 

"What vigour pu(h*d primaeval atoms on? 

Was it a foreign impulfe, or tlicir own ? 

If 'twas a foreign delegated force, s){ 

Which mov*d thofe bodies, and control'd their courfe; 

AfTerting this, you your own (cheme deftroy, 

And power divine, to form the world, employ. 

If from a moving principle within 

Your a£tive atoms did their flight begin, S40 

That fpring, that moving principle explain, 

And in the fchools unrival'd you (hall reign ; 

Declare its nature, and adign its name ; 

For motion, and its caufe, are not the fame. 
We know, you *11 tell us, Vis impulfivc weight. 

Mobility, or power to move innate : 
Profound folution ! worthy of your fchools. 
Where reafon in its Iwafted freedom rules. 
But thus you mock mankind, and language ufc, 
Kot to inform the mind, but to amufe. a^o 

Of motion we the principle demand j 
You fay 'tis power to move, and there you flandl 
But is it to explain, to change the name } . 
Is not tlie doubt in different words the fame ? 
Do you reveal the fpring of motion more, iir > 

By wifely calling that a moving power, > 

IVliich we had term*d a pniic\^\t\idot't> j 

7 t«i 
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The youngeft head new-vcrs'd in reafoning knows, 

Tiwt motion muft a power to move fuppofej 

Which while in vain you labour to unfokl, 260 

5fou clearly tell us, that Lucretians hold 

An a£i:ivc fpring, a principle approve, 

DilVmdt from matter, which muft matter move. 

Matter, as fuch, abftra£led in the mind, 

Wc from a power to move diverted find, 265 

S'ot more to motion, than to reil inclin*d ; 

The power, which motion does to matter give, 

Nc therefore muft diftinft from both conceive ; 

Si.power to nature given by Nature-s Lord, 

^Vhcn firft he fpoke the high creating word, 27© 

^Vhen for hi.s world materials lie prepar-d, 

\.nd on -each part this energy conferr'd. 

Ye vain philofophcrs 1 prefumptuous race! 
Vho would the Great Eternal jVlind difplace ; 
Pake from the world its Maker, and advance 27^ 

To his high throne your thoughtlefs idol Chance : 
^t us th' cnc^uiry by juft fteps purfue j* 
Vith motion we your atoms will endue. 
Vc alk, when in the fpacious void they ftray, 
VTiy ftill they beat one track, and move one way ? 2S0 
till the fame £ight why do their parties take ? 
Vhy this, or that way, no digrefllon make ? 

What will to this our Atomifts reply ? 
'hey anfwcr, by an innate gravity 
"he ponderous bodies ftill arc downward borne, 28"; 
ind never upwards of themfelves return : 
Uute and folid anfwer ! fee a flight, 
Vorthy of fineft wit, and clcarcft fig^hx. \ 

K 2 ^^ 
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Do not thefe wife mechanic maders know. 

That DO man can conceive, or high or low, t^t 

Nor find diftinftion of fupcrior place, 

Or of inferior, in the empty fpace 

Uncircumfcrib'd, and ignorant of bound. 

And where no midft, no centre, can be found ? 

Perhaps, your mailer's doftrine to fuftain, 2^5 

And matter's downward morion to explain, 
You with his famous Gallic friend aflcrt. 
That is fuperior, whence your atoms ftart, 
And that inferior in the empty fpace 
To which they all direft their rapid race. jod 

Now let us recoUeft, and what you fay 
At large, in one contrafted view furvcy. 
You fay, your atoms move ,• we afk you, why ? 
Becaufe it is their nature, you reply. 
But (ince that native power you never ihew, 305 

You onl^' fay they move, becaufe they do : * 
But let your atoms move, we bid you fay. 
Why they move this, and not a different way ? 
You tell us, 'tis from inbred gravity ; 
That is, you tell us, 'tis you know not why. 310 

Till what is gravity you let us know. 
By fcnfclcfs words how can we wifcr grow ? 
Wc give you this ingenire, moving force. 
That makes them always downward take their coiirfe; 
We then demand, which place inferior is ji^ 

Within the fpacious unconfin'd abyfs ? 
You fay 'tis that, to which the atoms bend 
Their fwift career, for iltll they mud defcend | 
TbMt is, they downward move, \)W«a^t ^vj < 
k ward tend. 
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Let us, LucretUflS,. now our talk purfuc, 3 20 

ad of your fcheme remaining wonders view, 
y, if your atoms of immonal race 
re equal and commcnfurate to fpacc : 

fo, tlie boundicfs vafl ijnmenfity 
'hilc thus poireU would full of matter be ; 325 

ir in the vacant (as your fchools approve) 
lould finite matter be fup|X)sM to move, 
3t knowing how to (lop, or where to ttay, 

uDobftru61cd muft^urfuc its way, 
; loft in void immcnfe, and diffipated ftray 5 350 J 
he fcattering bodies never would combine, 
or to compofe a world by concourfe join, 
at, if all fpace is full, if all poficft, ^ 

/"hich fui-poiition you embrace as beft, I 

hen crouded matter would for ever reft,- J 

ature no change of place had ever fcen 5 
/here all is full, no motion can l)cgin i 
3r, if it (houki, you '11 btr compell'd to lay, . 
ody does body pierce, to force its way ; 
r unconhn*d immenfity retreats, 34* 

o give your atoms room to change their feats. 
i.nd here with us Lucretius docs agree, 
'hat, if fome place from matter be not free, 
n plenitude no motion could commence, 
ill would be Aagnate in the vaft iromenfe. 345 

If it be faid, fmall parts of empty fpacc 
Lrc interfpcrs'd through all the fprcading mafs, 
\y which fome bodies give to others place ; 
"hrn matter, you muft grant, would finite be, 
knd Rrctch unequal to imincnfiiy \ \^'^ 

K 3 ^^^^^'^ 
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And then, as Epicurus Judges righr, y 

It would for ever take a ufelcfs flight, J^ 

Lod in expanfion void and. infinite. ^ 

Befides, allowing through th' extended wholp 

Small fcattcr'd fpaces not of body full» J55 

Then matter, you Lucretians muft agree^ 

Has not exiftence from ncceflity 5 

For, if its being neccflary were, 1 

Why are fome parts of fpacc from matter clear? f 

Why docs it liere cxift, and why not there ? 360' 

Lucretians, now, which fiilc you plcafe, embrace : 
If in your void you finite fubflance place, 
'Tis didipated through th'"immenfe abyfs,. 
And you to form the world materials mifs ; 
You *ll not the progrcfs of your atoms (lay, 365 

Nor to colleft the vagrants find a way. 
Thus too your maftefs fcheme will be deflroy'd, 
Who, wholly to poflcfs the boundlcfs void, I 

"No iefs than matter infinite employed. J 

If you, in honour to your founder's flcill, 370 

The boundlcfs void with boundlefs fubftancc fill. 
Then tell us, how you can your bodies roll 
Through fpace, of matter fo compleatly full ? 
The force this fingle reafon does exert 
Will the foundations of your fcheme fubv^rt : jtj 
yioT were it needful to purfue the blow, 
Or form a fre(h attack, unlefs to fhow 
How flight your works in every quarter are, 
How ill your huddled fentimcnts cohere* 
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Be this, O Greece, thy everlafting jfhame, . 380' 
That thoughtlefs Epicurus rais'd a name, 
Who built by artlef* Chance this mighty frame. 
Could one whofe wit fuch narrow limits bound. 
Nature, thy depths unfathomable found ? 
Of his fagacious thoughts to give a part, 385 

Docs not this wife philofopher allcrt 
The radiant Sun 's extinguilh'd«cvcry night. 
And every morn, rekindled, darts his light ? 
That the vail orb, which cafts fo far his beams. 
Is fuch, or not much bigger, than he feems ? 39* 

That tlie dimenlions of his glorious face 
Two geometric feet do fcarce furpafji ? 
Does he not make the fickle winds convey 
The Sun revolving through his crooked way > 
But, fmce his fchool has gain'd fuch fpreading fame. 
And modern wits his mafter-lkill proclaim j 
Let us yet farther carry this debate, 
And, as you alk, confer on matter weight. 
To make it move within the vaft abyf:^, 
And downward too, ev'n wliere no downward is. 400 
]f this be true, as you Lucretians fay. 
That atoms wing with equal fpeed tlitir way. 
Then how could this that atom overtake ? 
How couid they clafli, and how collifions nvake ? 
If in a line oblique your bodies rove, 405 

Or in a perpendicular they move. 
If fome advance not flower in tktir race, ^ 

And fome more fwift Ihould not puifue tlie chace, k 
How could they be entangled, how embrace > J 

K 4 '*^'^ 
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*Tis dcmon'ilration^ 'tis meridian light, 
Thofe bodies ne'er could juftle, nc*cr could fight, 
Nor by their mutual (hocks be ruffled in their fli| 

Sincd matter of a greater magnitude 
Muft be with greater gravity endued. 
Then the minOteft parts muft ftill proceed 
With lefs, the greater with the greater f^eed. 
Hence your firft bodies* which the fmalleft arc, 
On which the fwifie ft motion you confer, 
Muft be contented with the floweft pace, 
And yield to matter of more bulk the race. 

How wondrous little muft tliofe atoms be, 
Which you endow with fuch velocity I 
Minute beyond conception, when we find 
Bodies fo fmall, where many are combined ! 
How many various figures muft we take, 
What numerous complications ufe, to make 
Some compound things, fo fmall of magnitude, 
T iiat all our fenfes they with eafe elude \ 

Light exhalations, that from earth arifc 
Attrafted by the fun-beams through the flcies, 
Which the myfterious feeds of thunder bear. 
Of winds, and all the meteors of the air ; 
Though they around us take their conftant flight 
Tl^ir little fize cfcapeSs the iharpeft fight. 
The fragrant vapours breath'd from rich perfume 
From Indian fpices, and Arabian gums. 
Though many years they flow, will fcarcc abate 
The odoriferous body's bulk or weight. 

Though antimonial cups, prepared with art. 
Their force to wine tliTQugJ[\ %^t% ^o>3\<\ \m^vx> 
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This diflipationj this profufe cxpcnce, 
Nor (hrinks their (izc, nor waftes their ftores immcnfe. 
The powdcf which deftru6Vive guns explode, 
And by its force their hollow wombs unload, 
When rarlFy'd of fpacc, poffefics more, 445 

Five hundred times, than what it fill'd before.. 
The feeds of fern, which, by prolific heat 
CheerM ihd unfolded, form a plant fo grtat, 
'Are lefs a thoufand times than what the eye 
Can unaflifled by the tube defcry. 450 

By glaflcs aided, we in liquor fee 
Some Hying things minute to that degree^ 
That a prodigious number muft unite, 
To make the foialieil objeft of the fight. 

How little bodies muft the light compound, 455 

Which by your m afters is corporeal own*d j 
Since the vaft deluge of refulgent rays, --^ 

Whith in a day the fun a thoufand ways > 

Through his wide empire laviflily conveys^ J 

Were they collefied in one folid mafs, 460 

Might not in weight a (ingle drachm furpafs ! 

At leaft thofe atonw wondrous fmall muft be. 
Small to -an unconceivable degree ; 
Since though thefe radiant fpoils, difperft in air, 
Do ne*er return, and ne'er the fun repair, 465. 

Yet the bright orb, whetKe ftill new torrents flow. 
Does no apparent lofs, no diminution know. 
Now, curious wits, who nature's work infpedk- 
With rapture, with aftoniftmcnt, rcfle^. 
On the fmall fiae of atoms, which unite. 479 

To make rbf fmalleft p«mc\e o£ ^^x\ 
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Then Iiow minute pfimstrdl atom^ arr, 
Eiom this accttuut LucretianB may infer : 
Yet cbey OD tl>tfe, without regard to rights 
Confer the honour of the quick cfl flighty 

Within the voitl, with what a fwifc career 
Your rapi4 matter movies will thus appear. 
That all mixt botlies arc in fpccd out- done 
By your firfi »toras, you with cafe wtll owu ] 
For compoutrd beings ean no motion liave, 
But what thdr tirfl confiitaeut atoms gave : 
Then your primaeval fubftances e:tceed 
Tht fwift-wiag'd wind, or fwiktr Jigbt, J£i f 
How foon the fiJii-beam? at tbe morning's bir 
Leap down frotn heaven, and light upon the 
Prodigious fiiglu ! they in fuw momcDCs pais 
The vaft ctherial intcrpohng fpace. 
Should you enjoio a rock fo hard a taf*.. 
It would more yean, than li^Ut will minutcv 
One atom tlicn (fo you 'II be forc'J to fay) 
Mufl: rocks and hilh and the wi^ole globe out 
Since it exceeds them by its fwiftL-r flight. 
And fwifter motion fp!ing$ from greaar wtlg 

If nature's rule your Atoms do enjoin 
To move direftly downWiird in a line ; 
Say, how can any from that p»Eli dcclme? 
TK' inclining motion tbcnj whieh you fuppof 
"U^ hence the Erft concourfc of your atom* mf 
Mufl tlie great maxim of your fcliooh faUvcf 
Which flill with one cociftdcrate voice ailcit, 
"That matter by ncce(rity d^fccndi 
In lines direct, yet part oU\t^ut\^ ttu4v* 
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And th\38 your matter, by its native force, 
To different points would fteer a different courfc j 
Bttermin'd by the fame impulfive weight,. 5^ j 

Move in a line oblique, and in a ftraight. 

To heal your fyftem's dfcep and ghaflly wound^^ 
Which this obje6tion gives, Lucretius found' 
A method ; who a motion did invent 
Not ftraight entirely, nor entirely bent,, 5^ 

Which forms a line to crooked fomcwhat like,. 
Slanting almoft, and, as it were, oblique. 
Who docs not now this wondrous bard adore } 
Sccrcafon's conquering light, and wit's refiftlefs power? 

If atdnas, after their eternal dance, 5 1-5 

Into this beauteous fabrick leapM by chance ; 
If they combined by cafual concourfe j. fay,. 
What, in a free and unobrtrufted way,. 
Did in a full career your atoms ftay ? 
What mounds, what force, when rufliing from the height 
Of fpace iramenfe, could ftop them in their flight ? 
Why in their road did they not forward pafs ? 
But fay, where now we find the fettled mafs^ 
Why did they ceafe from moving in defpite 
Of their own nature, and impelling weight-? ^te 

Had the wife trcx)ps fagacity to know. 
That, there arrived, they fhould no further go ? 
#That in this point of all the fpacious void. 
To form a world they were to be employ'd?" 
Did they, in profpeft of fo great a good, 530 

In this one place of all the liquid road, • 

All their cncurabering gravity unload? y 
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Fatigued, and fpent with labour infinite,. 

Did they grow torpid, and unapt for flight ? 

Or, in th* embrace and downy lap of air 535 

LulPd and enchanted, did they fettle there ? . 

Grant in this iinglc place by chance they met, 
That there by chance they did their weight forget j 
It happen'd there they formal a mighty mafs. 
Where yet no order, no diiHn£^ioQ, was : ^40 

Let this be fo ; we a(k you to explain 1 

The wondrous Power that did the parts fuftain, > 

For ftill their nature and their weight remain. J 

What from dcfcent fhould ponderous matter ftay, 
When no more ponderous matter ftops its way ? 545 
Can ai-y columns prop the mighty ball. 
Its preflure balance, and prevent its fall ? 
^nd after this remains a mighty talk, 
Which more than human ikill and power will afk, 
The ftrong myfterious cements to unfold, 550 

Which atoms ftri6^1y complicated hold. 

But let us leave the heap in air's embrace, ^ 

To reft unmov'd within the empty fpace, I 

Which knows no height, or depths or middle place: J 
Tell, how you build the chambers of the iky, $55 
Extend the ipheres, and hang the orbs on high ^: 
You fay, when matter firft began to fall, 
And fettle into this terreftrial ball, g 

Frefs'd from the earth tliin exhalations rofe. 
Vapours and fteams, materials to compofe 560 

The fpacious regions of the liquid air. 
The heavens, and all the luminariies there 1 
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-vapours foon (miraculous event !), 
;d by chancet and mixUl by accident, 
uch ranks and beauteous order fell, 5^ 

> effe6^ of wifdom can excel. 
: did the planets, Chung in aether, fbray ! 
; rofe the ftars, and hence the milky way f 
: did the fun along the (kies advance I 
burce of day, but'fprung from night and chancel 
t who can (hew the legends, that record 
idle tales, or fables fo abfurd } 
not your fcheme affront ev'n vulgar fenfe ; 
fphercs of fuch a vaft circun^erence, 
all the orbs, which in the regions roll, 57.^ 

hing from eaft to weft, from pole to pole, 
d their con(lru6iure, and their beauty, owe 
ipours prefs*d from this poor ball below ? 
this fmall heap could exhalations rife 
gh, and fit, to fpread and vault the ikies ? 580 
tius thus the manner has difplay'd 
meteors, not how heavenly globes, are made, 
rant the fteams, which by expreiBon rofe, 
11 the fpheres' and every orb compofe ; 
their ingenite gravity remains, 5S5 

; girder binds, what prop the frame fuftains ? 
e fun's bright beams, which you of matter mfke^ 
Heaven their downward flight perpetual take t 
does not then his body, which outweighs 
finite degnees his golden rays, 590 

own force precipitated fall, 
hide in ruins thk terreftrial ball ? 
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Can air, unable to fudain the light, 

Support the fun of fuch fuperior weight i 

Aad all the ponderous heavenly orbs fufpend 595 

iVgainft their nature, which does downward tend ? 

Tell, wife Lucoetius, tell the fecret art, 

Which keeps the heavens and earth To long apart. 

Thus too tlie air, prefs'd from thi« mafs, you fay, 
Between the earth ami Ikies expanded lay $ $of 

Kot with intention that the folar hghc 
Through the thin gulph might take an eafy flighty 
Or that with nitrous food it ihould infpire 
The breathing lungs, and feed the vital fire ; 
But mere contingence did the gulph extend, 605 

Regard lefs of convenience, ufe, or end. 
1^0 w, vaunting poet ! fhould it be confefs'd. 
That from the earth the air is thus cxprcfs'd ; 
Since things by heavier things are upward thrown. 
Which tend with flrongcr gravitation down j 4io 

Why are the fun, and the fair orbs of light, 
All which fo far exceed the air. in weight, 
•Hung from the-ccntre at a greater height ? 
Why do not thefe their Nature's law 4)bcy, 
PvUfli from above, and near the centre ftay, 
And make all lighter bodies give them way } 
Tell us, Lucretius, why tliey ne'er purfue 
Thk natural bent, and tius undoubted due ? 
Since to •the earth you give the middle place, 
7o which all heavy things diredk their race 1 6s9 

If nothing does obftru£t, by certain fate 
ThiDgs woM in order of their diffisreAt weight 

lie 
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und the earth, and make one mighty heap ; 
would their place, as different ilrara, keep, 
'ould the air, or interceding flcy, 625 

en the diflant orbs and worlds divided lie ; 
: and air would claim the higHeft place, 
iars and planets would the eanh embrace, 
iw the ocean floats upon its face, 
n you laboor by mechanic rules, 630 

n exhauft the reafon of your fchools, 
queftions to refolvc, and to explain 
feparate worlds were made, arfd fcparatc ftill remain. 
ce to your uncompounded atoms you 
es in number infinite allow, 65^5 

which, by various combination, fprings 
unconfin*d diverfity of things j 
lot, in this, defign and counfel clear? 
not the wife Artificer appear, 
the corporeal panicles endued ^45 

different ihape, and different magnitude, 
from their mixtures all thlrfgs might have birtli, 
: wide fea, and air, and heaven, and earth i 
1 thefe figures of diftingui(h*d kind, 
different fixes, are not ends aifign'd ? 645 

own their caufe did aft with wife intent, 
h did thofe fizcs fquare, and every ft ape invent, 
ben atoms firfl the world i>egan to frame, 
lot flrange that every num4)cr came 
ch a figure, and of fuch a fize, €50 

rvM to found the earth, and fpread the Ikies ? 
;hey not met in fuch proponion, were 
* form and number not 4^ no^ t\\^^ %x^ 

Vv 
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In a rude mafs they hacl coDfui*dly join'd. 
Not in a finiihM world, Tike diis, combinU 
J>id thefe afTcmbled fubUances refic£^, 
That here a beauicDus frome tliey mufl: eTe6 
I^id they a geo<;ral council wifely call^ 
'to la^ the platform of each mighty ball ? 
To fettle piudcnt rules, and orders makfc. 
In rearing worlds, what methods they ihou 
To every atom was his taik enjoin'd ? 
His poft, and fellow-labourers, aiTign'd * 
Did they confent what parts they fhould cor 
That thefe (hould zther make, or water the 
That fome Oiould be the moon, and fome tl 
Thofe give the fun, and thefe the planet bir 
If all thefe noble worlds were undefign'd. 
And carry*d on witliout a Confcious Mind ; 
Oh, happy accident I aufpicious cliance I 
That in fuch order made the work advance 
At length to fuch admir*d perfedlion broug> 
The finiih'd ftrudure, as it had been wroug 
With art tranfcendent. and confummatc thou 

Since 'tis an outrage done to common feni 
To fix a central point in fpace iromenfe ; 
Whv is a middle to the earth afTign'd, 
To which your ponderous botlies are inclin* 

Beiides, refle£l how this terreflrial mafs 
Does the whole fea a thoufand times furpafs 
Which in a line, if drawn dircilly down, 
More than a mile in depth is rarely known, 
l^ow if by chance more watery atoms came 
Tbstn earthy, to compofc xiiv% vjotkdtous frai 
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Or had they both in equal number met, 685 

Which might as well have been, had Chance thought Bc; 

Or if the watery (we no farther prefs) 

Were but an hundred times in number lefs t 

This g1ol)e had lain, if not a general flood. 

At leail a fen» a mafs of ooze and mud, 699 

With no rich fruit, or verdant beauty, bled. 

Wild and unpeopled, or by man, or bead. 

Who will our orb's unequal face explain, 
Which Epicurus made all fmooth and plain } 
How did thy rocks, O Earth I thy hills, arifc ? 695 ^ 
How did thy giant fons invade the ikies ? 
Lucretius, that it happened thus, replies. 

Now give us leave, great Poet, to demand, 
How the capacious hollow in the land 
Was firft produc'd, with eafe to entertain 709 

All the aiTemblcd waters of the main > 
When earth was matle, this hollow for the fca 
Was form'd ; but how it happen 'd fo to be ? 
Ix on a time fell out, that every wave 
Forfook the earth, and fiU'd the mighty care, 705 

Which happen 'd opportunely to lie there. 
Where now their heads the rolling billows rear. 
It then fell out, that ilones did rocks compofe. 
That vales fublided, and that hills arofe. 
Thus the formation of the world you know; 710 

So all events fell out, and all things happen*d fo. 

Can tales more fenfclefs, ludicrous, and vain. 
By winter-fires old nurfes entertain? 
Does this unfold how all things 6rA were made 
Without <hvine and fupernatural aid I -\\s 
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His penetration has Lucretius (hown, "j 

By faying things proceed from Chance alone, > 

As their efficient ctufe, that is, from none ? j 

But let your troops, which rang'd the plains of ntgbt, 
And through the vacant wing'd their carekis flight, 720 
The high command of ruling Chance obey ; 
Unguided a^d unconfcious of the way, 
Let them advance to one detcrmin'd place, 
Prefcrib'd by Chance, in all th* unmeafur'd fpacc j i 

Their proper (lations undirfcded find, 715 

TJo form a world that. neVer was defignM ; 
Let all the rolling globes, and fpacious ikies. 
From happy hits of •heedlefs atoms rifci 
Be thus the earth's unmov'd foundations laid, 
Thus the thin regions of the air difplay'd ; 73a 

Chance (hall the planets in their place fufpend. 
Between thofe worlds tl\' ethcrial plains extend ; 
Dire£V the fun to that convenient feat, 
Whence he difplays his luftre and his heat. 
This labour, all this progrcfs, is in vain, 735 

ynjcfs the ofbs their various motions gain : 
For let the fun in. buoyant xthcr float. 
Nor nearer to the earth, nor more remote ; 
Yet did his orb unmov'd its beams difhife. 
He 'd fure deftruftion to the earth produce $ 74t 

One half for heat, and one for cold, would pray. 
This vv«uld abhor the night, and that the day s 
Did he not yearly through the zodiack pafs. 
Were he not conflant to his djily race, . 
He would not, by alternate ihade and lighCy 745 

Produce the needful change of ^v\ ^ ui^tt 



Nor would the vafioufc.feafo^s of tlie year, 

By turns revolving^ t\(p a^d difappcar. 

1^0!W, CJ^1 Judicious i^topijib conceive,. 

Chance to thu^ fun coyid thif^ jufi impulfe give, 759 

By which tlie fouxc^ of (i^y ii^ fwifdy flie«^ 

His ilages Juiq^Sy and; tfraverfes die ikies > 

Wc afk you, whence dieftt condant motions flow^^ 

?'i\l Icarncfl heads reply, they happened fo? : 
oii fay, xhe folar orb, firft mov'd by chance, 755 

Does north and fouth* ap4 e^A and weft, advance : 
We alk, why firft in thefe determined ways 
pc chofc to move ? "VC^hy thence he never ftrays ? 
Why did he ne'er, fince time began, decline 
His round diurnal, or his annual line ? 769 

So fteadily does fickle Fortune fteer 
Th' obedient orb, that it (hould never erf ? 
Should never ftart afide, and never ftray ? 
Never in pathlefs apther mifs his way ? 
Why does he ne'er beyond the tropicks go } 765 

Why ftill revolve ? why gravel to and fro ? 
Will it a wife philofopher content, 
To fay thefe motions came by accident, 
That all is undefign'd, fortuitous event } 
But if the fluggifh fun you '11 not difturb, 770 

put modon give to this icrreftrial orb ; 
3till of th^ earth we the fame queftion aik. 
Which to explain, you have as hard a tafk* 

Can Chance this frame, thefe artful fcenes erc£i:. 
Which knows not works lefs artful to cfFc6t ? .775 
Pid it mechanic engines e'er produce, 
A globe, 01;^ tube of jaftronomic uCe> 
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Why do not velTelsy built and rigg'd by Cha 
Drawn in long order, on the billows dance ? 
Might not the Sovereign Caufe'with greater 
A navy build, than make the winds and feas 
Let atoms once the form of letters take 
By Chance, and let thofe huddled letters ma! 
A finiih'd poem by a lucky hit, 
Such as the Grecian, or the Mantuan, writ | 
Then we *11 embrace the do^nes you advan 
And yield the world's fair poem made by Cli 
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C R E A T I O >r. 
BOOK V. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The introdu£^ion. A defcription of the calamitouf 
flatc of mankind, by reafon of innumerable woes 
and fulferings to which they are obnoxious. Difeafes 
of the body. Trouble and grief of mind. Violence 
• and oppreiTion. The viciilitude of human aflPairs, 
and the certain profpeft of death. Whence it ap- 
pears that it fuits the ftate of mankind, and therefore 
IS defirable, there Ihould be a God. Argutiients 
againft the Fatalids, who aflert the eternity of the 
world. There muft be granted fomc felf-exiftent and 
independent being. The corporeal world^c^innot be 
that being : proved from its mutability, and the va- 
riety of forms riling and" difappearing in the feveral 
parts of nature ; from the pollibility of conceiving, 
without any confequent contradidion, Icfs or more 
parts in the world, than are a6tuaUy exi (lent; from 
the poflibility of plants and animals having had dif- 
ferent (hapcs, and limbs, from what they now have. 
The pretended fatal chain of things not fclf-exiftent 
and independent ; becaufe all its links or parts are 
dependent, and obnoxious to corruption. Fate, a word 
without fenfe or meaning. Two more arguments 
againft the eternity of the world, from the contem- 
plation of the light of the fun, and of motion. 
Ariftotle's fcheme confidered and confuted* 

L 3 AH» 
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A H, haplcfs mortal man ! ah, rigid fate ! 
•*■ ^ "IVhjijtxares attend "our fhort, uncertam (late-f 
How wide a front, how deep and black a rear, 
What fad y^trictics of grief and fear, 
Drawn in' aVray, exeit their Tatal rage, * 5^ 

Anil gall obnoxious life through every Aage, I 

From infancy to youth, finom -youth to age ! J 

Who can compile a roll of all our woes ? 
Our firicrids are faithlcfs, and fmcerc our fbcs 5 
The poifonM arrows of an envious tongue »• 

Iniprpre Qur errors, and our virtues wrong 1 
Th' opj»rdIbr now with arbitrary might 
Tramples pn law, and robs us of our right ; 
Dangers unfcen on every fide invade, 
Atul To ares o'er all th' ujifaithful ground arc laid. 1$ 

OtV wotmds from foreign violence wc feel. 
Now frorh the ruffian *8, now tlie warrior's, ftccl; 
By bi ulTcb or by labour we are pain'd ; 
A bone disjointed, or a fmew ftrain'di 
Now feftcring fores afflift our tortured limbs 1 19 

Now to the yielding heart the gangrene climbs^ 

Acute diftempcrs fierce our veins aflail,. 
Ku(h on with fury, and by florra prevail j 
Others with thrift difpenfc their (lores of grief. 
And by the fap prolong the ficge of life j 15 

While to the grave we for deliverance cry,. 
And, promi^'d Hill, are flill denied to die. 

See Colic, Gout, and Stone, a cruel train^ 
Opposed by all the healing race In vain j 
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Tlicir various racks and lingearing plagues employ, 
Relieve tich other, and by turns. aunoy> 
And, tyrant like, torment, but ndt deftroy. 
We noxious infers in our bowels feed, 
Engender deaths, and dark' dcftm^lion breed. 
The Spleen with fullen vapours clouds the brain, 35 
And binds the^fpirits in its heavy chain : 
Howe'er the caufe fantaftic may appear, 
Th' efFc6J: is real, and the pain (incere. . 
•Hydropic- wretches by degrees iltcay, 
Grovvirtg the more, the more they wafte away ; 40 

By their own ruins they augmented lie. 
With thirft and heat amidft a deluge fry : 
And while in floods of water thefe expire. 
More fcorching periifh by the Fever's fire 1 
Stretch'cl son our downy, yet uneafy beds, 45 

We change our pillows, and we raifc our heads; 
From fide to fide for reft in vain we turn, 
With cold we ihiver, or with heat we burn j 
6f night impatient, we demand the days 
The day arrives, and for the night we pray j 50 

The night and day fucceiTivc come and go. 
Our lafting pains no interruption know. 

Since Man is born to fo much woe and care, 
Muft ftill new terrors dread, new forrows bear { 
Does it not fuit the Hate of human kind, 55 

There (hould prclide a good Almighty Mind } 
A Caufe bupreme, that might all nature fteer, 
Avert our danger, and prevent our fear ; 
Who, when implor*d, might timely fuccour %jivt^ 
Solace our anguiih, and our wants teV\c\c \ 
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Father of comfort, might our fouls fuftain, 

When prcft with gritf, and mitigate our pain ? J V 

Tis certain fomething from all ages paft I }, 

Without beginning was, and ftill will laft ; B 

For if of time one period e'er had been 45 ; H 

When nothing was, then nothing could begin. E 

That things (hould to themfehres a being gire^ s 

Reluctant reafon never can conceirc. , } 

If you affirm, eflfefts ihcmfelvei produce^ i 

You (hock the mind, and contradi£lk>n chuPe { t^ ^ 

For they, 'tis clear, muft aft and move, before s 

They were in being, or had motive power ; j 

As a£live caufes muft of right at once 1 

Exlf^ence claim, and as effefts renounce. *] 

Then fomething is, which no beginning hai, 7S j 

A caufclefs Caufe, or nothing could be madc> ] 

Which muft by pure neceffity exift, ] 

And whofe duration nothing can reiift. 1 

Let us enquire, and fcarch by due degrees^ 
What, who, this Sclf-exiftent being is. i$ 

Should this material world's capacious frame , 

UncausM and independent being claim ; 
It .would, thus form'd and faihion'd as we fce^ ! 

Derive exiftence from neceflity, ! 

And then to ages uncontin'd muft laft 15 j 

Without the Icaft diverfity or wafte. 
Neccility, view'd with attentive thought^ 
Does plain impoftibility denote. 
That things ihould not exift, which aftual are^ 
Or in another ihape, or different modes appear. 

But 

\ 
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But fee, in all corporeal Nature's fceney 
What changes, what dtverfities» have been f 
Matter not long the fame appearance makes^ 
But ihifts her old, and a new figure takes : 
If now ihc lies in Winter's rigid arms, ^5 

Difhonour'd, and defpoil'd of all her charms^ 
Soft vernal airs will loofe th^ unkind embrace. 
And genial dews renew her withcrM fMX) 
Like fabled nymphs transformed, ihe't now a tree^ 
Now weeps into a flood, and flreaming fceks the £bi $ torn 
She 's now a gaudy fiy, before a worm. 
Below a vapour, and above a ilorm.; 
This ooze was late a monfler oi the main. 
That turf a lowing grazer of the plain^ 
A lion this did o'er the forcft reign» 105 . 

Regard that fair, that branching htureKpIant,. 
Behold that lovely bluihing amarant ; 
One might have William's broken frame aifum'dy 
And one from bright Maria's duft have bloom *d* 
Thefe (hifiang fcenes, the£s quick routions, fhoMf 
Things from neceflity could never flow. 
But muft to mind and choice precarious bebg < 

Let US: fuppofe that Nature ever was. 
Without beginning, and without a caufe | 
As her firft order, difpofition, frame, tx^ 

Mufl then fubfift unchangeably the fame; 
So maft our mind pronounce, it would not be. 
Within the reach of poiTibility, 
That e'er the world a being could have had 
Difieient from what it i»f. oc ooold be made s 2# 
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. If, to iJltiyc this rcafoning, you replyV 
Things wh« they are^ are by nec^ity j 
Which never elft fo iptly couW cibnfplre 
To fcrve the whok, and Natuw^ ends ac<i«tfc i 
To form the beatrtyj order, hanftoA^, i6o 

'Which we thro\igii ill the works ^f Nlmift fee t 
Ready we this afTenion will allow, ' 
For what -oan JVKMr&^exalted wifdom jfttow^ 

With zeal we tW» ftbceffity de&*d 

Of means direflfed to their nfefulwjd ; 165 

Bbt *tis not the* wliich Fataiirts iiitfcnd, 
Nor that wlfifch we oppofe irn this d<Jbfttc, 
An uncontFord necelfity of fate, 
Which all thrngs blindly does and mud produce, ^ 
Unconfcious of their goodnefs and their ufe, | 

Which cannot ends defign, nor mcatiS' convenient J 
chufc. i7tJ 

If you perfift, and fondly will inaintam 
Of caufes and etFe€^s an endlefs train j ' 
That this fucceffive feries ftill has been, 
Will never ceafe, and never did begin; 
That things did always, as tliey do, proceed* 175 

And no Firft Caufe, no wife Dire6k)r, need i 
Say, if no links of all your fatal chain 
Free from corruption and unchanged remain 1. 
If of the whole each part in time arofe, 
And to a caufe its borrowM being owes ; iSa 

How then the whole can independent be ? 
How have a being from necefRty ? 
Is not the whole, ye learned heads, the fame 
'With all the puts, and dififerentbxxtuitvasait'^ 
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Could e'er that whole the leaft perfe£^ion ihowy 1S5 
Which from the parts, that form it, did not flow ? 
Then, tell us, can.it from its parts derive. 
What in themfelves thofe parts had not to give ? 

Farther to clear the fabje£l in debate, 1 

Inform us, what you underftand by Fate* i9f< | 

Have you a juft idea in the mind 
Of this great caufe of things by you ailign'd ? 
jf you the order and dependence mean 
By which cScGtz upon their caufes lean. 
The long fucceflion of th' efficient train, 195 

And firm coherence of th' extended chain j 
Then Fate is nothing but a mode of things. 
Which from continued revolution fprings 1 
A pure relation and a mere refpe£l 
Between the caufe effe£^ive and th* eflfe^L 2C# 

If caufes and effe£i:s themfelves are that 
Which your clear-fighted fchooh intend by Fate t 
Then Fate by no idea can be known, 
'Tis one thing only, as a heap is one ; 
You no didinguifh'd being by it mean, 205 

But all th* cSeCti and caufes that have been^ 
If you alTert, that each efEcient caufe 
Mud a£k by fix*d inevitable laws $ 
If you af&rm this neceilary flate, 
And tell us this neceility is Fate ; no 

When will you blefs the world with light to fee 
T\\e fpring and fource of tliis nece(Bty ? 
Say, what did fo difpofe, fo things ordain 
To form the links of all the cafual chain. 
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Mature by inevitable force 21^ 

run one ring, and keep one fleady courfe ? 
iiings mud needs in one fet order flow^ 
1 events mud happen as they do ? 
u no proof of your aHertion find ? 
e no reafon to convince the roind^ tft# 

Mature this dcterminM way muft go ? 
. things- thus, becaufe they muft be fo ? 
ant with eafe there is neceility, 
)urce of things (hould felf-exiftent be« 
;n He 's not a necelTary caufe 2 915 

:ly afts by arbitrary laws : 
'e to beings motive energy, 
^ive things to pailive did apply ; 
i wife order all things did difpofe^ 
f events ncceflity arofe : 130 

ut his aid, fay, how you will maintain 
atal link of caufes ? Hence *tis plain, 
the word Fate you thus afFe£^ to ufe, 
)in a fenfelefs term, th* unwary to araufe. S3# 
, who alTert the world did ne'er commence^ 
: againft this reafoning your defence, 
beams, which through th' expanfion daitj 
eal are, as learned fchools aiTen ; 
:ill they flow, and no fupply repays 135 

v'lih Sun his diflipated rays ; 
that his radiant orb did ne'er begin, 
at his motions have eternal been, 
by eternal, infinite expence, 
ecruiced wafte, and fpoiU immenfei §49 

^1 
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% certain fate to flow deflruAioi^ dooa'd. 

His glorious {hx:k long (ioce had besn eoa^uiu'd 

Of light unthrifty, and profiife of day , 

The ruin'd globe had fpent his lateil ray, 

Difpers'd in beams eternally difplay'd^ 

Kad lod in aether roam'd, and looie in atoms £txi 

Grant, that a grain of macter would outweigh 
The light the fqn difpenfes in a day 
Through all the ftages of his heavenly way 5 
That in a y^ar the golden torrents, fent 
Freip the bright fource, its lofTes fcarce augmeni 
Yet without end if you the walle r^pe^t, 
Th' eternal lofs grows infinitely ^reat. 
Then, (hould the -fun of finite bulk fuAaia 
In every age the lofs but of a grain j 
If we fuppofe thofe ages infinite, 
Could there remain one particle of light } 

Refie6l, that motion mud abate its force. 
As more or lefs obfbii£led in its courfe ; 
That all the heavenly orbs, while turning round 
Have fome refiftance from the medium found : 
Be that refiftance ne*er fo faint and weak. 
If 'tis eternal, 'twill all motion break ; 
If in each age you grant the leaft ciccrcafe. 
By infinite fuccefTion it muft ceafe. 
Hence, if the orbs have (till refilled been 
By air, or light, or sether ne'er fo thin ; 
Long fince their motion muft have been fupprcftc 
The ftars had ftood, the fun had lain at reft; 
So vain, fo wild a fcheme, yoa Fatalift» have dre; 
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Let us the wife portions now furrey 
Of Aridotle's.ichool, who 's plfias'd to fay 
Nothing can n)ove itfelf, qo inward power 
To any being motion can procure. 
Whace*er is mov*d, its motion mud derive ^75 

From fomething elfe, which mufl an iropulfe giTC : 
And yet no being motion could begin ; 
Elfe motion might not have eternal been. 
That matter never did begin to move^ 
But in th' immcnfe from endlefs ages fhx)ve> sto I 
The Stagyrke thus ucdertaltes to prove. J 

He faySy of motion time the meafure is ; 
Then that \ eternal too, as well as this. 
Motion through ages without limit flows* 
Since time, its meafure, no beginning knows* §85 
This feeble bafc upholds. our Author's hopesy 
And all his mighty fuperfbruflure props. 
On this he all his towering fabric rears, 
Sequel on feciucl heaps, to reach the fpheres. 
But if this definition you deny t^o <^ 

Of time, on which his building does rely, \ 

You bring his lofcy Babel from the fky ; J 

A thoufand fine dedu£^ions you confound, ^ 

Scatter his wafle philofophy around, I 

And level all his flru£ture with the ground. 295 J 

We then tl\is definition thus defeat : 
Time is no meafure, which can motion meet i 
For men o£ retfoning faculties will fee. 
That time can nothing but duration be 
Of beings ; and duration can fuggeft 300 

Mbthing or of dieir motion, or thtit kOl \ 

1 Cix\^ 
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Only prolong'd exiftence it implies. 

Whether the thing is niov*d» or quiet lies. 

This iingle blow will all the pile fubverr^ 

So proudly raised, but with fo little art. 305 

But, iince the Author has fuch fame acquired. 
And ts a God of fcience been admir'd, 
A ftri^lcr view we *ll of his fyflem take. 
And of the parts a fhort examen make. 
Let us obferve, what light his fcheme affords, 310 

His iindigefted heap of doubtful words. 
Great Stagyrite, tlie loft enquirer ihow 
The fpring, whence motion did for ever flow ; 
Since nothing of itfelf e'er moves or drives, 
Tell what begins what the firft impulfe gives. 315 

Hear how the man, who all in fame furmounts, 
For motion'ft spring and principle accounts. 
To his fupreme, unmov'd, una6^ive God, 
He the Hrd fphere appoints, a bled abode | 
Who fits fuptncly on his azure throne, 320 

In contemplation of himfelf alone ; 
Is wholly mindlefs of the world, and void 
Of providential care, and unemployed. 
To all the fpheres inferior arc aflignM 
Gods fubaltem, and of inferior kind : 515 

On thefe he felf-exidence does confer. 
Who, as the God fupreme, eternal are $ 
With admiration mov'd, and ardent love. 
They all their fpheres around in order move ; 
And from thefe heavenly revolutions flow 330 

All motions, which are found in tilings below. 

7 « 
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If you demand by what impulfive force 
The Under-Gods begin their circHng courfe t 
He iaysy as things deiirable excite 
Dcfire, and objefts move the appetite; 335 

So his firft God, by kindling ardent love. 
Does all the Gods in feats inferior move ; 
Thus mov'd, they move around their mighty fpheres. 
With their refulgent equipage of ftars 5 
Prom fphere to fphere communicate the dtnct^ 340 

Whence all in heavenly harmony advance ; 
And from tlus motion -propagated rife 
All motions in the earth, and air, and fkies^ 

And thus by learned Ariflotle's mind 
All things were form*d, yet nothing was defign'd. 345 
He owns no choice, no arbitrary wiU, 
No artiit's hand, and no exerted (kill; 
All motion flows from neceflary fate, 
Which nothing does reiift, or can abate | 
Things fmk and rife, a being lofe or gaia 350 1 

in a coherent, undiiTolving chain 
Of caufes and effefls, which Nature's couHe fuftain. 
Th' unmoveable Supreme the red does move. 
As proper obje6ls ratfe defire and love ; 
They, mov'd without their choice, without confcat, 355 
Move all their fpheres around without intent : 
Whatever he calls his moving caufe, to chuie 
He gives that caufe no power, or to refufc. 
And thus from fate ali artful order fprings. 
This rear'd the world, this is the rife of things. 360 

Now give us leave to aflc, great Stagy rite 1 
How the tirfl God th' inferior ^oe« txdi^ 

M ^^ 
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Of his own fubftance does he parts conTey, 

Whofc motive force the Under-Gods obey ? . 

If fo, he may be chang*dy he may decay. 3^5 

But if by ftcadfaft gazing- they are mov'd. 

And admiration of the obje^l lov'd ; 

If thofc below their motive force acquire 

Ffom the Arong impulfe of divine deiire ; 

Tell us, what good your God Supreme can grant, ; 

^Vhich thofe beneath, to make them happy, want. 

If admiration -of die God Supreme, 

And heavenly raptures, ihould their brea(h inflame, 

Is that of motion a refiftlefs caufe, 

Of motion conftant to eternal laws ? 

A£ght'not eachfecond God ina£Hve lie 

On his blue fpbere, and fix hi« ravilk'd eye 

On the Supreme Unmoveable, and ne'er 

Be forcM to roll around his folid fphere } 

Say, how could wonder drive them from their place 

How in a circle make them run their race ? 
How keep them (leady in one certain pace ? 

. He this a fundamental maxim lays, 

That Nature wifely t€ti in all her ways ; 

That ihe purfuet die thinga which rood conduce 

To order, beauty, decency, and ufe. 

Who can to reafon this affront endure ? 

Should it derifion caufe, or anger more^ 

To hear a deep philofopher aflfert 

That Nature^ noc endued with (kill or art, 
. Of liberty of choice, of reafon void, 

jScill wifely a6bs, where-ever (he 's empIoyM } 
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Can a6biohs be dehorhinated M9ik, 

Which from a brute nccfcffity arife , 

Which the blind iagent never did intend, 395 

The means 'ithchofcn, sa\d unknown the end ? 

On this be laid the ftrefs of this debate j 
What wifely afts can never a6t by fate. 
The means arid end mu(l firft be tinderdood ; 
The means, as proper; and the end, as good^ 40© 
The aft muil be exerted with intent 
By ufmg means to gain the wtfliM event. 
But can a fenfclefs and unconfcious caufe. 
By foreign impulfe mov*d, and fatal Ia\^s, 
This thing as good, and that as fit, refpeft, 405 

Dcfign the end, and then the means eleft ? 
Nature, you grant, can no event intend. 
Yet that Ihe a£h with prudience you pretend : 
So Nature wifely adis, yet z6ii v^thout an end ! 

Yet while this Printe of fcicnce docs declare 410 
That means or ends were ne^er Nature's care. 
That things, which feem with perfcft art contriv'd, 
By the refil\kfs force of fate arrived ; 
Tiliis cautious mafter, to fecure his fame, 
And 'fcape the AtheifVs ignominious name, 41^ 

Did to his Gods of all degrees allow 
Counfel, deiign, and power' to chufe and know. 
Yet, fince he *s pleas'd fo plainly to aflert. 
His Gods no aft of reafoning power exert^ 
No mark of choice, or arbitrary will, 420 

Employed no prudence, and exprefs'd no Ikill, 
In making or dircfting Nature's frame, 
Which from his fate inevitable wtoc \ 

M % "^^^^'^'^ 
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Thefe Gods mufV, as to us, be l>rute and blind^ 

And as unufeful, as if void of mind t 425 

A£Ung without intent, or care, or aim. 

Can they our prayer regard, or praifes claim ? 

Of all the irreligious in debate, 

This iharoeful error is the common fate 1 

That though they cannot but di(lin£bly fee 430 

In Nature's works, and whole ceconomy, I 

Defign and judgement in a high degrees J 

This judgement, this defign, they ne'er allow 

Do from a caufe endued with reafon flow. 

The art they grant, th* artificer reje£l, 435 

The (IruAure own, and not the archite£fc ; 

That unwife Nature all things wifely makes. 

And prudent meafures without prudence ukes. 

Grant that their admiration and their love 
Of the firft God may all th' inferior move ; 440 

Grant too, though no neceifity appears. 
That, with their rapture mov'd, they move their fphcKst 
Thefe queftions let the Stagyrite refolve. 
Why they at all, why in this way, revolve ? 
Declare by what neccflity control'd, 445 

In one determin*d manner they are roll'd ? 
Why is their fwift rotation weft and eaft. 
Rather than north and ibuth, or eaft and weft? 
Why do not all th* interior fpheres obey 
The highcft fphere*s inevitable fway ? 45O 

Tell us, if all celeflial motions rife 
From revolutions of the ftarry (kies. 

Whence 
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Whence of tke orbs the various motions come } 

Why fome the general road purfue ? and fome 

In aether ftray, and difobcdient roam ? 455 ' 

If yours the fource of motion is, declare, 

Why this is fix*d, and that a wandering (lar ? 

Tell by what fate, by what refiftlefs force, 

This orb has one, and that another courfe ? 

How does the learned Greek the Caufe unfold 4G0 
With equal fwiftnefs why the fun is roU'd 
Still eaft and weft, to mark the night and day ? 
To form the year why through th* ecliptic way ? 
What magic, what neceffity, confines 
The folar orb between the tropic lilies ? 465 

What charms in thofe enchanted circles dwells 
That with control ing power the fun repel ? 
The Stagyrite to this no anfwer makes 5 
Of the vafl globe fo little thought he takes. 
That he to folve thcfe queftions never ftrives, 470 

No caufe or of its place or motion gives. 

But farther yet, applauded Greek, fuppofe 
Celedial motions from your fpring arofe ; 
That motion down to all the worlds below 
From the fird fphere may propagated flow t 475 

Since you of things to fbow th' efficient fource 
Have always to neceffity recourfe ; 
From what neceffity do fpheres proceed 
With fuch a mcafur*d, fuch a certain fpced ? 
We fain would this myfterious caufe explore, 480 

Why motion was not either lefs or more, 
But in this juft proportion and degree, 
As fuits with Nature's juft oeconoav^% 

M 3 ^'^^'^'^ 
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This is a cwic, a right ooe too, «;e graot. 

But 'tis, the final, we th' cficient wapt ; 4B5 

With greater fwiftQefs if the fphencs wprc vhirrdy 

The motion given to this inferior world 

Too violent had been for Nature's uTe* 

Of too great force mixVi bodies to produce |- 

The Elements, Air, Water, Barth, and Fi^Cy 49^ 

Which now to make compounded things conrpicp. 

By their rude ihocks co^ld QW<r have con^l^in^. 

Or had been difengag'd as foon as join'd : 

But then liad motion in a lefs dtgree 

Been given, than that whi^h we in Nature fee i 495 

Of gi cater vigour fl)e had flood in need. 

To mix and blend the elemental feed^ 

To temper, work, incorporate, and bind 

'Jhofc principles, that thence of ever)* kind 

The various jcompound l)eiogs might artic, 509 

W^hicli fill the earth and fca, and (lore the ikies. 

Say, what ncceflity, what fatal laws, 

Did in iuch due proportion motion ca-jTc, 

Nor more or lefs, but juil I'o much as tends 

To frame the world, and fervc all Nature'^ ends ? 505 

Alk why the highcft of the rolling fphcres, 
Pcck'd to profufion with refulgent ftars. 
And all with blight cxcrefccnccs cmboft, 
Has the whole beauty of the heavens engrofl j 
W'hen of tiie others, to difpcl the night, 510 

Each owns a finglc lolitary light; 
Only one planet in a fphcre is found, 
Mardung in air his melancholy rouud : 

\^VLMrc% 
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•e, he tells us, took tlois prudent carc^ 

tlie fublimeft and the nobled fphcre ,51 j 

d be with nobler decoration bleft, 

n magnificence outlbine the refti 

fo its greater ornam^up and ftate 

d bear proportion with its greater heighu 

ens then Nature does not only find 52^ 

s to be good, beneficent, and kind, 

as for beauty and for order oar'd, 

rank, and flate, and decency, regard. 

iV, fbould he not confidering men forgivt,, 

'ay*d by this ^ertion, tliey believe, 5*5 

Nature, which does decency refpedV, 

lething, which can reafoo, chufe, refle£t * 

It feme wife Direftor muft prcfide 

'^^ature^s works, and all her motions guide ? 

lere (hould that necelTity declare, ^30 

all the ftars adorn the higheft fpherer 

.low is this th* effeft of fatal laws, 

)ut reflcfting on a final caufe ? 

phere lias all the ftars j we afk you,, why 

I you to beauty and to order fly, 53 5 

)lain allert the truth wiiich you deny; 

is, that Nature has wife ends in view, 

forefight works, and does defigns purfue, 

us all the mighty wits, that have eflay'd 

plicate the means how things are made ^40 

ature's power, without the Hand Divine, 

inal caufes of effects affign, 

fay, that this or that is lb or fo, ' 

fuch events la fuch fuccdliou Siov; \ 

M 4 • '^-^v^^' 
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Becaufe convenience, decency, and tife, 545 

Require, that Nature things ihould thus produce. 

They in their denionilrations always vaunt 

Efficient caufes, which they always want. 

But thus they yield the queftion in debate. 

And grant the impotence of Chance and Fate : 5jf 

for, till they Ihow by what neccflity 

Things have the difpofition which we fee, 

"Whether it be dcriv'd from Fate or Chance, 

Not the lead Aep in fcience they advance. 

Grant Nature fumifh*d, at her vaft expence, 555 
One room of ftate with fuch magnificence, . 
That it might fiiine above the others bright. 
Adorn 'd with numerous burnilh'd balls of light ; 
Does ihe on one by decent rules difpenfe 
Of conflellations fuch a wealth immenfe, ^60 

While the next fphere in amplitude and height 
Rolls on with one erratic, lonely light ? 
But be it fo, the queflion 's flill the fame. 
Tell us, from what ncceflity it came ? 

Let us the great philofophcr attend, 565 

While to the worlds below his thoughts defcend. 
His elements, earth, water, air, and fire, 
He fays, to make all compound things confpire ; 
He in the midft leaves the dull earth at reft. 
In the foft bofom of the air careft ; tfo 

TI>e red-wing*d fire muft to the moon arife. 
Hover in air, and lick contiguous Ikies ; 
No charms, no force, can make the £re defcend. 
Nor can the earth to feats fuperior tend, 
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unmolefled peace for ever own, '575 

in tie middle, that beneath the moon : 
r and air not fo ; for they, by fate 
n'd to confVant duty, always wait ,* 
/ by turns to rife or to defcend, 
-e again (I a vacant to defend; 589 

lould a void her monarchy invade, 
d in her works the fmallcfl breach be made, 
breach the mighty fabrick would difTolve, 
in immediate ruin all involve, 
ifequencc fo difmal to prevent, ^8^ 

r and air are ftill (as faid) intent 
lount or fall, this way or that to fly, 
fubterranean vaults, or climb the iky j 
e thefe with fo much duty are oppreft, 
:arth and fire are privileged with reft. t^^ 

: elements, 'tis clear, have not difcern'd 
ntcreft of the whole, nor are concem'd 
hey, when once an interpofing void 
lature's frame o'erturn'd, ihould be deftroy'd. 
1, why thefe iimple elements are four ? 595 

juft fo many ! why not lefs or more ? 
this from pure neceflity proceed ? 
,', does Nature juft that number need ? 
;, you mock us, and decline the taik, 
xive the final caufc, when we th* efficient alk. 6o* 
t, how often (hall we call in vain 
you would this neceflity explain ? 
here forgive me, famous Stagyritc, 
leem it idle to recite 
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The reafons (fo you call them) wliidi you ^v« 
To make us this neceiHty believe i 
Reafons fo trifling, fo abfurd, i^nd dry. 
That thofe ihould blufli, who make a, grave rep! 

Your elements we grant : But now declare, 
How you to form compounded things prepare. 
And mix your fir« and water, earth and air } 
The fwift rotation of tlie fpheres above. 
You fay, muft all inferior bodies move ; 
The elements in fublunary fpace 
Are by this impulfe forced to leave their place; 
By various agitations they combine 
In different forms, by different mixtures join ; 
Blended and jufily tempered, they compound 
All things in all th' inferior regions found : 
Thus beings from th* incorporated four, 
Refult, by undefigning Nature's power. 
Hence metals, plants, and minerals arife. 
The clouds, and all the meteors of the fkics ! 
Hence all the clans that haunt the hill or wood. 
That beat the air, or cut the limpid flood f 
Ev*n man, their Lord, hence into being came, 
Brcath'd the pure air, and felt tlic vital flame ! 
Say, is not this a noble fchcn-.c, a piece 
Worthy the Stagyriic, and worthy Greece ? 
^ But now, acute philofopher, declare 
How this rotation of tlie heavenly fpherc 
Can mingle fire and water, earth and air? 
The fire that dwells beneath the lunar ball. 
To meet afccnding earth, mull downward fall. 



I your fphere contiguous to the (ire, ^35 

Q its feat that elemeat retire ? ^ 

re cQuld never drive its neighbour dowQ^ 
a circling xnotion, like jts owiu 
ve air impr^ilion from ^ovf;, . 
iirl vertiginous \vould xfioye : 44^ 

; the x<c4(ipg fpheres cuk l^e'ier difp^i^cc 
3r airx X9 in?ke a ming^ n^fs « 
ie|it§ $(Ufi£t might keep their fe^t, 
: ruffle, and your fcheme defieat. 
ce ch' applauded authq^ lyill denaand ^f 

)lex bodies no director's hand; 
without an artift he maintuns^ 
ig 4rears without a builder's pains $ 
i^ length to Epicurus' fcheme, 
f his model compound wqrf^s to frame. (5^^ 
is various atoms does unite 
mixt things ; the famous Stj^gyrite, 
vented elements combin'd,. 
i beings of each different kind : 
agree^ while both alike deny (5^ 

s did e'er their care or thought «pply 
or rule this univerfal frame, 
r from fate or cafual concourfe cvi^c* 
to raife the world you are inclin'd 
nan's chance, or that man^s fate, as blind; ^^ 
echanicy neceflary laws 
ig matter mufl all beings caufe s 
v/orks from a brute caufe refult, •%< 

ings unknown, and qualities occult 1 V* 

miics alike abfurd our tc^ioxx '^o^x.va.Wcu ^ 
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And now, to finilh this lefs plcafant talk. 
Of our renown'd philofophcr we aflt, 
How was the earth dctcrmin'd to its place ? 
Why did it firft the middle point embrace } 
What blandifliments, what flrong attra6tive power, 679 
What happy arts adapted to allure. 
Were by that lingle point of all the void 
To captivate and charm the mafs employ'd > 
Or what machines, wha^ grapples, did it caft 
On earth, to fix it to the centre faft ? (7$ 

Bat if the earth, by flrong enchantment caught^ 
This point of all the vacant fondly fought. 
Since it is unintelligent and blind. 
Could it the way, the nearefl could it find ? 
When at that point arrived, how did it know 6S« 

It was arriv'd, and ihould no farther go ? 
When in a globous form colle£led there. 
What wondrous cement made the parts cohere ? 
Why did the orb fufpended there remain 
Fix'd and unmov'd ? what docs its weight fuftain ? ^9$ 
Tell what its fall prevents s can liquid air 
The ponderous pile on its weak columns be«r } 
The earth muft, in its gravity's dcfpight, 
Uphold itfelf I our carelefs Stagyrite 
For its fuppprt has no provifion made, i^o 

No pillar rear'd, and no foundation laid : 
When by occult and unknown gravity 
'Tis to its ftation brought, it there muft lie 
Jn undifturb'd rcpofc j in vain we afk him, why 
Say, if the world uncaused did nc*er begin, 
Jf Nature what it is has a\\Nii^%Uttk\ €<\^ 
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AVhy do no arms the pocf s fong employ 

Before the Theban war, or iicge of Troy } 

And why no elder hiftories relate 

The rife of empires, and the turns of (late ? 70* 

If generations infinite are gonq. 
Tell, why fo late were arts and letters known t 
Their rife and progrcfs is of recent date, 
And Aill we mourn their young imperfed (late* 
If unconfin'd duration we regard, 705 

And time be with eternity compared. 
But yefterday the fages of the Eaft 
Firft fome crude knowledge of the ftars exprefl. 
In facred emblems Egypt's fons conceal'd 
Their myftic learning, rather tlian reveal'd. 710 

Greece alter this, for fubtle wit renowa'd. 
The fciences and arts improved or found; 
Firft, caufes fearch'd, and Nature's fecret waysf 
Firft taught the bards to fing immortal lays 1 
The charms of mufick and of painting rais'd, 71^ 

And was for building firft, and firft for fculptureprais'd, 

Man in mechanic arts did late excel. 
That fuccour life, and noxous power repel j 
Which yield fupplies for neceftary ufe, 
Or which to pleafure or to pomp conduce. 729 

How late was found the loadftone's magic force. 
That feeks the north, and guides the failor's courfe 1 
How newly did the printer's curious (kill 
Th' enlightened world ^ith lettered volumes fill ! 
Bat late the kindled powder did explode ^i^ 

The mafty bally and the brafs tube unload j 
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The tube, to wbdie hkti thunder AXhicfi \Mti ' 

The laurel honbiirs thtt adorn her firo#8 1 
Which awful, during eight renowned ci^p^aigns, 
Fram Belgians lulls, and Gallia's frontier plains, 7jt 
Did through th' admiring realms around proclaim 
Marlborough's fwift conquefts, and gr6at Anna's name! 

By this the leader of the firkiih powers 
Shook Menin, Lilla, and high Ganda's towers ; 
Keit his wide engines level'd Toumay's pride, 735 
Whofe lofty walls advancing foes defy'd j 
Though nitrous tempefts, and clandedine death, 
Fill'd the deep caves and numerous vauks beneath, 
Which, fonn*d ^ith art^ and wrought with endlcfs toil, 
Rail through the faithlefs excavated foiU 740 

See, the intrepid Briton delves Ihs way, 
And to the cavetas lets in War and day f 
''Quells lubterranean foes, and rifes crown'd 
With fpoils, ftorii ittartial labour under ground* 
Mdhs, to reward' Blarignia's glorious field, 745 

To MarlborougWs terrors did fubmiflive yield. 
The hero next aflaird proud Doway's head ; 
And fpite of co&fl\>ent inundations fpread 
Around, in fpite of works for fure defence 
■Rsds'd with confummace arc, and coft immenic^ 750 
With unexampled valour did fuccedd : 
(Villars, thy hoft beheld the hardy deed 1) 
Aria, Venantia, BethuAb, and Boudiain, 
Of his long triumphs clofe th^ illuftrious train« 
While thus his thunder did. lus wrath decUre, 755 

And artful lighcningi OdhM-idong tlit aity 
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)na*s caftlcs with th* impetuous roar 

nifli'd tremble, but their warriors more; 

tia's lofty towers with terror flruck 

rht the coDtagiton, and at diflanc^ (hook. J^6# 

, Gallic chiefs, for you have often heard 

jreadful cannon, and his fire fcver'd, 

, how you rag'd, when your pale cohorts run 

n Marlbor'ough's fword, the battle fcarce begun. 

, Scaldis ! Legia, tell ! how to their head 565 

r frighted waves in refluent errors fled. 

rhile Marlborough*s cannon thus prevails by lan^ 

lin's fea-chiefs, by Anna's- high command, 

ftlefs o*er the Thufcan billows ride, 

t ftrike rebellowing caves on either fidej yjo 

ir fulphur tempefts ring from Ihore to Ihore, 

r make the Ligur ilart, and now the Moor. 

k how the found difturbs imperious Rome, 

ces her proud htlls, and rolls from dome to dome! 

mitred princes hear the echoing noife, 775 

I, Albion, dread thy wrath, and awful voice*. 

ed by thee, the Aulbrtan eagles rife 

lime, and triuraph in Iberian ikies. 

at panic fear, what anguifh, what dilbefs, 

at conflernation,. Gallia's fbns cxprefs, ^S^ 

^ile, trembling on ^e eoift,. they fcom tftr 

w the wing'd terrors, and the floating war 1 
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THE ARGUMENT. ' 

The fabulous account of the firft rife of mankind 
given by the ancient poets. The opinions of many 
of the Greek philofophers concerning that point doc 
iefs ridiculous. The adertion of Epicurus and bis 
followers, that our 6rft parents were the fpontaneous 
produftion of the earth, mod abfurd.and incredi- 
ble. The true origin of man enquired into. He is 
proved to be at firlt created by an intelligent, arbi- 
trary caufe ; from the chara£^ers and impredions of 
contrivance, art, and wifdom, which appear in his 
formation. The wonderful progrefs ot it. The 
figure, fituation, and connexion, of the bones. 7*he 
fyflem of the veins, and that of the arteries. The 
manner of the circulation of the blood defcribed. 
Nutrition how performed. The fyftem of the nenres. 
Of the animal (pirits, how made, and how em- 
ployed in mufcular motion and fenfation. A wife 
imelligent caufe inferred from thcie appearancet. 
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'T^HE pagan world, to Canaan's realms tinknown, 
-■' Where knowledge reign*d, and light celeftial flione. 
Loft by degrees their parent Adam*s name. 
Forgot their flock, and wonder'd whence they came : 
Unguided, -in the dark they ftrove to find, 5 

With fruitlefs toil, the fource of human kind. 

The heachen bards, who idle fables dreft, 
Illuiive dreams in myftic verfc exprefs'd, 
And, foes to natural fcience and divine, 
In beauteous phrafe made impious notions fhine, 10 
In ftrains fublimc their different fiftions fung, 
Whence the firft parents of our fpecies fprung. 

Prometheus (fo fome elder poets fay) 
Tempcr'd and formM a pafte of purer clay, 
To which, well mingled with the river*s ftream, 1 5 
His artful hand gave human ihape a>hd frame j 
Then, with warm life his figures to infpire, 
The bold projeftor dole celeftial fire. 

While others tell us how the human brood 
OWd their produ£lion to the fruitful wood ; 20 

How from the laurel and the a(h they fprung, 
And infants on the oak, like acorns hung ; 
The crude conceptions preft the bending trees. 
Till chcrifiiM by the fun -beams, by degrees. 
Ripe children droppM on all the foil around, 25 

PeojAed the woods, and overfprcad the ground. 

Great Jupiter (fo fome were pleas'd to (ing) 
Of fabled gods the father and the king. 
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The moving prayer of JEslcus did grant. 

And into men and women turn'd the 'ant. 30 

Some tell, Deucalion and his Pyrrha threw 
Obdurate ilones, which o'er their (houlders flew. 
Then lifting ibape received a vital flame, 
And men and women (wondrous change !) became. 
And thus the hard and (lul>bom race of man 35 

From animated rock and flint began. 

Now to the learned fcliools of Greece repair^ 
Who Chance the author of the world declare : 
Then judge if wife philofophcrs excel 
Thofe idle tales, wliich wanton poets tell. 40 

They fay, at firft to living things the earth 
At her formation gave fpontaneous birth; 
When youthful heat was through the glebe diffused, 
Mankind, as well as infe6is, (he produced ; 
That genial wombs by parent Chance were formed 45 
Adapted to the foil, which, after warm'd 
And cherifh'd by the fun's enlivening beam. 
With human offsprings did in embryo teem 1 
Thefe nourilh'd there a while imprifon'd lay, 
Then broke their yielding bands, and forc'd their way; 
The field a crop of reafoning creatures crown 'd. 
And crying infants grovel'd on the ground | 
A milky ftore was by the mother earth 
Pour'<J from her bofom, to fuflain the birth; 
In (Irength and bulk increased, the earth-bom race 5] 
Could move, and walk, and ready change their piace^ 
O'er every hill and verdant paflure flray, 
bkip o'er the lawns, and by the rivers play. 

Could 
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Could cat the tender plant, and by degrees 

Broufe on the flirubs,. and crop the budding; trees ; €0 

The fragrant fruit from bending branches Ihake, 

And with the cryftal flream their thirft at plcafure flake. 

The earth by thefe applauded fchools, *tis faid, 
This (ingle crop of men and wonacn bred ; 
^Vho grown adult (fo Chance it fcetns enjoin'd) 65 
Did male and female propagate their jcind. 

This wife account Lucrctian fajjt s give. 
Whence our firft parents their dcfcent derire. 

Severely on this fubicft.to difpute. 
And tales fo wild, fo fenfdefs, to. confute, 70 

Were with inglorious labour to diigrace 
The fchools, and reafon's dignity dcbafe. 
But fincc, with' this of man's original, 
The parts remaining of their fchcme muft fall 
(Yet fanher to purfue the prefcnt theme), 75 

Behold how vain philofophers may. dream. . 

Grant, Epicurus, tliat by cafual birth 
Men fprung Tpontaoeous from thc/ruitful earth. 
When on the glebe the naked. infants lay. 
How were the helplefs creature^.fcd ? You fay^ 80 ' 

The teeming foil did from its breads exude 
A foft and milky liquor for their food 
I will not alk wiiat this apt humour made, 
Nor by what wondrous channels 'twas convcy'd 5 
For» if we fuch enquiries make, we know 85 

Your iliort reply, It happened tabc fo : 
Without aligning once a proper caufe. 
Or folving qucftions by mechanic laws, ' 

■ N * ;. ; . To 
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To every doubt your arifwcr is the fame, 

•It lb fell out, and fo by chance it came. ^c 

How fliall the new-born race their food commind, 
Who'cannot change their place, or move a hand ? 
<7rant that the glebe beneath will never drink, 
l^or through its pores let the foft humour fink i 
Will not the fun with his exhaling ray 15 

"Defraud the babe, and draw his food away * 

Since for fo long a fpace the human biith 
Muft lie expos'd and naked on the earth 1 
Say, could the tender creature, in defpigHt 
Of heat by day, and chilling dews by night* too 

^n fpite of thunder, winds, and hail, and rain^ 
And all inclement air, its life maintain ? 

In vain, you fay, in>«arth's primaeval (hite. 
Soft was the air, and mild the cold and heat | 
For did not then the night fuccecd the day ? 105 

The fun as now roll through its annual way > 
Th' effe^ks then on -the air-rouft be the fame. 
The frods of winter, and the fummer's flame. 

In the firft age, you fay, the pregnant ground ^ 
With human kind in embryo did abound, ito > 

And pour'd her offspring on the foil around. J 

3ut tell us, Epicurus, why the field 
Did never iince one human harveft yield } 
And why we never fee one ripening birth 
Jleave in the glebe, and ftruggle through the earth ' 

You fay, tliat, when the eanh was freih and 7611111^ 
"While her prolific energy was (Irong, 
A nee of men ihe in her bofom bred, 
Amd all the fields with iii£aAX ^^^<t^Y^«Mi\ 
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But tliat firfl birth her flrength did fo cxhauft,. 120 
The eeoial mother fo much vigour lo(V^ 
That, wafted now by age, in vain we hope 
She ihould again bring forth a human crop* 

Mean time^ (he *s not with labour famuch worn, 
But (he can ftill the hills with woods adoio. 115 

See, from her fertile bofom how Ihc pours 
Verdant conceptions, and, lefrcfh'd with ihowers. 
Covers the field with corn, and paints the mead with , 
See, her tall fons, the cedar, oak, and pine,, [flowers* 
The fragrant myrtle, and the juicy vine, 130 

Their parentis undecaying ftrength dedare,^ 
Which with frelh labour, and unwearied care. 
Supplies new plants, her lolTes to repair. 
Then, fince the earth retains her fruitful powes 
To procreate plants, the foreft to reftore j 135 

Say, wiiy to nobler animals alone 
Should (he be feeble, and unfruitful grown ^ 
After one binh (he cea^ not to be young. 
The t?lebe was fuccuient, tlic mould was ftroiig. 
Could ihe at once fade in her perfe6k bloom, 140 

Waile all her fpirits, and her wealth confume ? 
Grant that her vigour might in part decreafe. 
From like produ£^ions muft fhe ever ceafe? 
To form a race (he might have ftill inclined, 
Though of a monftious, or a dwarfifli, kind. 145 

Why did fhe never, by one crude elFay, 
Iraperfcft lines and rudiments difplay ? 
In fome fucceeding ages had been found 
A leg or arm unEniih'd in the ground; 

N 3 KxA 
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And fometimes in the fields might ploughing fwains 150 
Turn up foft bones, and break unfaihion'd veins. 

But grant the earth was lavifh of her power. 
And fpcnt at once her whole prolific (lore ; 
Would not {o long a reft new vigour give. 
And all her firft fertility revive ? ' 15$ 

Learn, Epicurus, of th'expcriencM fwain. 
When frequent wounds have womth' impoveriih'd plain: 
Let him a while the furrow not molcft, 
But leave the glebe to heavenly dews and reft 5 
If then he till and fow the harrow'd field, 160 

Will not the foil a plenteous harveft yield? 

The fan, by you, Lucretius, is affign'd 
The other parent of all human kind. 
. But does he ever languifh or decay? ^ 

Does he not equal influence difplay, 165 > 

And pierce iIjc plains with the fame aftivc ray ? j 
If then rlic glebe, warm'd with the folar flame, 
Men once produced, it ftill (hcilld do the fame 

You fay, the fun's prolific beams can form 
Th* induflrious ant, the gaudy fly, and worm ; 170 
Can make each plant, and tree, the gardener's care, 
Befide their leaves, their proper infers bear : 
Then might the Heavens, in fome peculiar ftate, 
Or lucky afpe^^, beads and men create. 
But late emjuirers by their glalTes find, 175 

That every inlcft of each different kind. 
In its own egg, cheerd by the folar rays, 
Orjijans involv'd and larent life difplays : 
This iruthn di^coverW Vivi {?i^'8lC\ous art» 
IM^s all f.ucrctian arioa^uct ^uV>Jt\x. \Vx 
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Proud wits, your frenzy own, and, overcome 
By reafon*s force, be now for ever dumb. 

If, learned Epicurus, we allow 
Our race^to earth primaeval being owe. 
How did fhe male and female fexes frame ? 185 

Say, if from fortune this diftinftion came ^ 
Or did tlie confcious parenr then forefcc 
By one conception fhe (hou^d barren be, 
And therefore, wifely provident, dcfign'di 
Prolific pairs to propagate the kind; 1^0 

That, thus preferv'd, the godlike race of man- 
Might not expire ere yet it fcarce began ? 

Since, by thefe various arguments, 'tis clear 
The teeming mould did notour parents bearj 
By more fevere enquiries let us trace i*^ 

The origin and fouffce of human race. 

1 think, I move, I therefore know I anr? 

While I have been, I ftill have been the fame. 

Since, from an mfant, I a man became. 

But though I am, few circling years are gone^ 

Since 1 in Nature's roll was quite unknown. 

Then, fince 'tis plain I have not always beenj. 

I afk, from whence my beings could bcgrn .*• 

I did not to myfclf exigence givc^ 

Kor from myfelf ihe ft-crct power receive,. 205 1 

By which 1 reafon, and by which I live. J 

I did not buihd tWn frame, nor do F know 

The hidden fprings from whence my motions flow. 
If I had form'd myfclf, 1 had dtfign d 

A ftrongcr body, and a wifcr mhid, x\^ 
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From forrow free, nor liable to pain ; 
My padions ihould obey, and reafon reigi 
Nor could my being from my parents flov 
Who neither did the parts or {Impure kn 
Bid not my mind or body underfUndy 
My fex determine, nor my ihape comman 
Had they defign'd and rais'd the curious f 
Infpir'd my branching veins with vital fiai 
Falhion'd the heart, and hollow channels 
Through which the circling (Ireams of lifS 
Had they the organs of my fenfes wrought 
And form'd the wondrous principle of the 
Their artful work they muft have better V 
Expiain'd its fprings, and its contrivance i 
If they could make, they might preferv 
Prevent my fears, or diffipate my woe. 
When long in licknefs languiihing I lay. 
They with compaiEon touched did mourn 
To footh my pain, and mitigate my grief, 
They faid kind things, yet brought roe no 
But whatfoever caule my being gave, 
The Power that made me can its creature 

If to myfelf I did not being give. 
Nor from immediate parents did receive;. 
It could not from my prcdeceflbrs flow» 
They, than my parents, could not more h\ 
Should we the long depending fcale afcend 
Of fons and fathers, will it never end ? 
If 'twill, then mull we thrpugu the order i 
To fomt one man, whofe being ne'er bcgu 
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If that one man was fempitenial, why • 
Did he, iinc^ independent, ever die ? 
If from himfelf hi$ own exiftence came. 
The caufe, that could defboy his beings name* 

To feck my Maker, thus in Tain I trace 145 

The whole fucceffive chain of human n>^# . 
^wilder'd I my Author cannot find, 
Till fome Firft Caufe, fome S^lf-ejdilsnt Mind, 
Who form'd, and rules all Nature, is afl^n'd. 

When firft the womb did the crude embryo hold. 
What ihap'd the parts ? what did the limbs unfold ? 
0*er the whole work in fecret did prefide, 
Give quickening vigour, and each motion guide ? 
What kindled in the dark the vital flame. 
And, ere the hean was form'd, pufh'd on the reddening 
Then tor the heart the aptefl fibres fining ? [ftream? 
And in the breafl th' impulfive engine hung I 
Say, what the various bones fo wifely wrought } 
How was their frame to fuch perfection brought? 
What did their figures for their u(es fit, &(• 

Their number fix, and joints adapted knit i 
And made them all in that jufk order fUi^d^ 
Which motion, fhength, and ornament, demand ? 
What for the finews fpun fo flrong a thread. 
The curious loom to weave the mufcles fpiead? z6^ 
Pid the nice firings of tended membranes drill. 
And perforate the nerve with fo much fkill. 
Then with the a£tive flream the dark receffes fill ? 
The purple mazes of the veins difplay'd. 
And all th' arterial pipes in order laid, 271^ 
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What gave the bounding current to the blood. 
And to and fro convcy'd the rcftlcfs flood? 

The living fabrick now in pieces take, 
Of every part due obfcrvation make ; ' 
AH which fuch art difcover, fo conduce 
To beauty, vigour, and each deftin'd ufc 5 
The Atheift, if to fearch for truth inclin'd. 
May in himfcif his full conviftion find, 
And from his body teach his erring mind. 

When the crude embryo careful Nature brec 
See how flic works, and how her work proceed 
While through the mafs her energy flie datts. 
To free and fwell the complicated parts, 
Which only does unravel and untwift 
Th* invelop'd limbs, that previous there cxift. 
And as each vital fpcck, in which remains 
Th* entire, but rumpled animal, contains 
Organs perplext, and clues of twining veins j 
So every foetus bears a fccret hoard. 
With deeping, unexpanded iiTue ftor*d ; 
Wliich numerous, but unquicktnM progeny, 
Clafp'd and inwrap'd within each other lie t 
Engendering heats thcfe one by one unbind, 
Stretch their Imall tubes, and hampcr'd nerves u 
And thus, when time fliall drain each magazine 
Crowded with men unborn, unripe, unfecn, 
Nor yet of parts unfolded ; no incrcafe 
Can follow, all prolific power muft ccafe. 

Th* elaftic fpirits, which remain at reft 
In the firm lodgings of the brain comprcft. 
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While by the ambient womb's enlivening heat 

CheerM and awaken'd, firft themfelves dilate { 

Then quickened and expanded every way 

The genial labourers all their fbrce' difplay : 

They now begin to work the wondrous frame, 305 

To fliape; the parts, and raife the vital flame | 

For when th* extended fibres of the brain 

Their aftive guefls no longer can reftrain. 

They backward fpring, which due eflfbrt compels 

The labouring fpirits to forfake their cells } ' 310 

The fpirits, thus exploded from their feat, 

Swift from the head to the next parts retreat,' 

Force their admiflion, and their paflage beat; 

Their tours around th* unoperi'd mafs they take. 

And by a thoufand ways their inroads make, 315 

Till there redded they their race infle£):, 

And backward to their fource their way direft. 

Thus with a ftcady and alternate toil 

They iiFue from, and to the head recoil ; 

By which their plaftic fun6tion they difcharge, 3t« 

Extend their channels, and their tracks enlarge; 

For, by the fwift excurfions which they make, 

Still Tallying from the brain, and leaping back, 

Tl>ey pierce the nervous fibre, bore the vein. 

And ftrctch th* arterial channels, which contain 315 

T he various ftreams of life, that to and fro 

Through dark meanders undire61ed flow; 

Til* infj^cf^ed egg this gradual change betrays, 

To which the brooding hen expanding heat conveys. 

The beating heart, demanded firft for ufc, 330 

J$ the hrd mufcle nature docs ptodvicet 

1 ^ 



its BLACKMORE'S POEMS. 

By this ioopnliive eogine's confbmt aid 

The tepid floods are every way conTey'd s 

And did not Nature's care at fixft provide 1 

The afHve heart, to pofli the circling tide, > 

All progrefs to her work would be denied. J 

The falient point, fo firft is call'd the heart, 
Shap*d and fufpended with amazing art. 
By turns dilated, and by turns compreft. 
Expels and qitertains the purple gueft r 340 

It fends from out its left contra£Ud fide 
Into th* arterial tube its vital pride; 
Which tube, prolong'd but little from its fource, 
Parts its wide trunk, and takes a double courfe« 

One channel to the head its way dire£b, 345 

One to th' inferior limbs its path inAe£ls : 
Both fmaller by degrees, and fmaller grow, "^ 

And on the parts, through which they braQching go, > 
A thoufand fecret, fubtle pipes bellows J 

From which by numerous convolutions wound, 35© 
Wrapt with th* attending nerve, and twiflcd round. 
The complicated knurs and kernels rife. 
Of various figures, and of various fize. 
Th* arterial du£ts, when thus involved, produce 
Unnumber'd glands, and of imporunt ufe; 355 

Bu^ after, as they farther progrefs make. 
The appellation of a vein they take; 
For though th' anerial pipes themfclves extend 
In fmallcft branches, yet they never end j 
The fame continued circling channels run 360 

Back to the heart, where firft their courfe begun. 

The 
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The heart, ^ faicl, from its contra6dVe calve 
On the left fide, eje£^s the boonding wave f 
Bzploded thus, - as fpiitting channels lead^ • 
Upward it fpring^, or downward is convey'd j 36$. 

The crimibn Jets with force elaftic thrown 
Afcend, and climb the mind's impenal thrOnet 
Arterial dreams through the foft brain difftrfe^- 
And water all its fields with vital dews : 
From this o'erflowing tide the curious brain 37^ 

Does through its pores the purer fpirits fbrain s 
Which to its inmoft feats their paffage make. 
Whence their dark rife th' extended finews take 9 
With all their mouths the nerves thefe fpirits drink. 
Which through the cells of the fine flrainer fink ; 375' 
Thefe all the channeled fibres every wi^ 
For motion and fenfarion fiill convey. 
The greateft portion of th' arterial bloody 
By the clofe flni6h2re of the parts witMood, 
Whofe narrow meflics ftop the groffcf floods • 3 80 ^ 
By apt canals and fbrrows in the brain. 
Which here difcharge the offici of a vein^ 
Invert their current, and the heart regain. 

The ihoothig flreams, which through another road 
The beating engine downward did explode, 3'$ 

To all th' inferior parts defcend, and lave 
The members with their circulating wave i 
To make th' arterial treafure move Jis flow, "^ 

As nature's ends demand, the channels grow S 

Still more contra£lcd, as they farther go : 390 J 

Befides, the glands, which o'er the body fpread 
Fine complicated cities of nervous i^ttm^. 
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InvolrM and twifted with th' arterial du6tf . 

The rapid modon of the blood obftru£k: 

Thefe labyrinths the circling current flay 395 

For noble ends, which after we difplay. 

Soon as the blood has pail the winding ways,.. 
And various turnings of the wondrous maze» : 
From the entangled knot of vefTels freed. 
It runs its vital race with greater fpeed ; 400 

And from the parts and members moil remote 1 

By thefe canals the Areams are backward brought* f 
Which are of thinner coats and fewer fibres wrought i J 
Till all the confluent rills their current join. 
And in the ample Porta vein combine. 4C5 

This larger channel by a thoufand roada . . 
Enters the liver, and its ftore unloads 5 . 
Which from that ftore by proper inlets drains . ; ^ 
The yellow dregs, and fends them by the veins y 

To the large ciftern, which the gall contains ; J 

Then to the vein». we Cava name, the blooU 
Calls in the fcatter'd flreams, and re-cpUt:£ls the flood. 

As when the Thames advances through the plain, 
With his frelh waters to dilute the main | . 
He turns and winds a^idft the flowery meads, 415 

And now contra£ts, and now his waters fpreads } 
Here in a courfc dire£l he forward tends, 
There to his head his waves retorted bends : 
See, now the fportive flood in two divides 
His filver train, now with uniting tides 4:0 

He wanton clafps the intercepted foil, 
And forms with erring ftreams the reedy iflc ; 
Ac length coIJeaing a\\ hh >n^x«>j \>vv<\% 
The occMxi to augment he \c:v\c^ \.W\^rv^* 
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So the red currents in their fccret maze 415 

In various rounds through dark; meanders pafs. 
Till all, aflembled in the Cava vein. 
Bring to the heart's right fide their crirofon train^ 
Which now compreft with force claflic drives 
The flood, that through the fecret paflcs ftrives ; 430 
The road that to the lungs this (lore traofmits. 
Into unnumbered narrow channels fplits^i 
The venal blood crowds through tKe winding ways. 
And through the tubes the broken lid^ conveys | 
Thofe numerous ftreams, their rofy beauty gone, 435 
Poor by cxpence, and faint with laboyr grown, 
Are in the lungs enrich'd, which rcinfpirc 
The languid liquors, and reftore their fire. 
The large arterial dufts that thither lead, 
By which the blood is from the heart conveyed, 440 I 
Through eitlier lobe ten thoufand branches fpread. J 
Here its bright ftream the bounding current parts. 
And through the various palFes fwiftly darts. 
Each fubtle pipe, each winding channel, tills 
With fprightly liquors, and with purple rills; . 445 
The pipe, diftinguiili'd by its griftly rings, 
To cherilh life aerial padure brings, 
Which the foft breathing lungs with gentle force 
Condant embrace by turns, by turns divorce ; 
The fpringy air this nitrous food impells 45^* 

Through all the fpungy parts and bladdcr'd cells, I 
And with dilating breath the vital bellows fwells ; J > 
Th* admitted ni^re agitates tlie flpo(K 
Revives its fire^ and re-ferment^ the' hlocid. 
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Beholdf the flreams now change their languid blue^ 

Regain their glory, and their flame renew ; 

With fcarlet honours r^-adom'dy the tide 

Leaps on, and, bright ^th more than Tyrian pride, 

Advances to the heart, and fills the cave 

On the left fide, which the firfl motion gave ; 4S0 

Kow through the fame involv'd arterial ways. 

Again th' exploded jets th' impulfive engine plays. 

No fons of wifdom could this current trace. 
Or of th' Ionic, or Italic race : 
From thee, Democritus, it lay conceaVd, 46$ 

Though yielding nature much to thee revealM ; 
Though with the curious knife thou didfl invade 
Her dark recelTes, and hafl oft* difplay'd 
The crimfon mazes, and the hollow road. 
Which to the heart conveys the refluent blood. 470 
ItMvaS to thee, great Stagyrite, unknown, 
And thy Preceptor of divine renown. 
Learning did ne*er this fecret truth impart 
To the Greek maflers of the healing art. 
'Twas by the Coan's piercing eye unview*d, 47$ 

And did attentive Galen's fearch elude. 

Thou, wondrous Harvey ! whofc immortal fame. 
By thee inftrufted, grateful fchools proclaim ; 
Thou, Albion's pride, didfl firfl the winding way. 
And citcling life's dark labyrinth difplay 5 48t 

Attentive from the heart thou didfl purfue 
The flartihg flood, and keep it flill in view j 
Till thou with rapture faw'fl the chanxiek bring 
The purple currents back^^^d form the vktl ring. 



..CREATION. B*okVI. in 

See, how the human animal is fed, 4^5 

How nourilhment is wrought, and how convey*d: 
The mouth, with proper faculties endued, 
Firft entertains, and then divides the food j 
Tvro adverfc rows of teeth the meat prepare, 
On, which the glands fermenting juice confer 5 490 • 

Is'ature has various tender mufcles plac'd. 
By which the artful gullet is embraced ; 
Some the long funnefs curious mouth extend 
Through which ingeftcd meats with eafc defcend ; 
Oihsr confc<ieratc pairs for nature's ufc 495 

Contra6l the fibres, and the twitch produce, 
Which gently puflies on the grateful food 
To the wide i^omach, by its hollow roadj 
That this long road may unob{lru£ted go, 
As it <lefcends, it bores the midriff through ; 500 

The large receiver for conco6bion made 
Behold amidd the warmeil bowels laid ; 
The fplccn to this, and to the adverfe fide 
The glowing liver's comfort is apply 'd; 
BcAcath, the pancreas has its proper feat, $05 

To cheer its neighbour, and augment its heat ; 
More to allift it for its dellin'd ulc, 
This ample bag is flor'd with a£live juice. 
Which can with eafc lubdue, with cafe unbind, 
Admitted meats of every dilferent kind; 510 

'I his powerful ferment, mingling with the parts, 
The leaven'd i^afs to milky chyle converts ; 
The ilom^ch's fibres this conco6lcd food. 
By their contraction's gentle force, exclude. 
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Whkh by the mouth on the right fide defcenc 
Through the wide pafs, which from that moutl; 
In its progreflion foon the lahour'd chyle 
Receives the confluent rills of bitter bile. 
Which by the liver fever'd from the blood, 
And^iving through the gall-pipe, here unlc 
Their yellow ffrdams, more to refine the flooc 
The complicated glands, in various ranks 
Difpos'd along the neighbouring channel's bai 
By conftant weeping mix their watery ftore 
With the chyle's current, and dilute it more; 
Th* inteftine roads, infle£^ed and inclia'd, 
] n various convolutions turn end wind, 
That thefe meanders may the progrefs ftay. 
And the defcending chyle by this delay 
^iay through the milky vcffels find its way, 
Whofe little mouths in the large channel's Mi 
Suck-in the flood, and drink the cheering tide 
Thefe numcroiis veins (fuch is the curious fin 
Receive the pure infinuating flream ; 
But no corrupt or dreggy parts admit. 
To form the blood, or feed the limbs unfit, 
Th' inteftine fpiral fibres thefe protrude. 
And from the winding tubes at length exclude 
Obferve, thefe fmall canals confpire to mak 
AVith all their treafure one capacious Jake, 
Whofe common receptacle entertains 
Th* united dreams of all the lacteal veiftSr 
Hither the rills of water are conveyed 
la curious a(][UsdQ6b by nature laid, 
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To cany all the limpid hum9ur (Irain'd, 545 

And from the blood divided by the gland ; 

Which mingling currents with the milky juice 

Makes it more apt to flow, more fit for ufc ; 

Thefe liquors, which the wide receiver fill, 

Prepar'd with labour, and refin'd with ikill, $50 

Another courfe to diftapt parts begin, 

Through roads that {Ir^tch along the back within ; 

This ufeful channel, lately known, afcends, 

And in the vein near the left (boulder ends, 

Which there unloads its wealth, that with the blood 

Now flows in one incorporated flood ; 

Soon by the vein 'tis to the heart convey'd. 

And is by that elaftic engine play'd 

Into the lungs, whence, as defcrib*d before, 

Ic onward fprings, and makes the wondrous tour. 56Q 

Now all the banks the branching river laves 
With dancing dreams, and animated waves | 
New florid honours and gay youth beflows, 
DiflTuiing vital vigour, where it flows ; 
Supplies frefli fpirits to the living frame, 565 

And kindles in the eyes a brighter flame ; 
"iVIurcIes impaired receive new fibrous thread. 
And every bone is -with rich iparrow fed ; 
Nature revives, cheer'-cl with the wealthy .^ide. 
And life regard difpUys its purple pride. ^79 

But how the wondrotts diftribttcion 's mt^c* 
How to each part its pcoper food convey'd ; 
How fibrous firings for nourilhment ue wrought, 
By what conveyance to the mufcles brought 2 

O z Yissm 
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How rangM for motion, how for beauty mix'd ; 575 

With viial cement how th' extremes are fix'd j 

How they agree in various ways to join 

In a tranfvcrfe, a flraight, and crooked Knc ; 

Here loft in wonder we adoring ft and, . 

With rapture own the wife Dircftors hand, 580 1 

Who Nature made, and doc& her works command. J 

Let us howe'er the theme as far puifue, 
As learn'd ohfcrvcrs know, or think they do 

Mixt with the blood in the fame circling tide, 
The rills nutritious through the velfels glide t 585 

Thofe pipes, ftill IclTening as they further pafs. 
Retard the progrtfs of the flowing mafs. 
The glands, that Nature o'er the body fpreads, 
All artful knots of various hollow threads. 
Which lymphoid u6ls, an artery, nerve, and \'cin, 590 
Involv'd and clofe together wound, contain, 
Make yet the mouon of the ftreams more flow. 
Which through thofe mazes intricate muft flow : 
And hence it comes the interrupted blood 
Diftcnds its channels with its fwcllii g flood ; 5^5 

Thofe channels, turgid with th' obftruftcd tide, -j 

Stretch their fmall holes, and make their mcibes wide, I 
By ikiilful Nature pierced on every fide. J 

Meantime, the laboured chyle pervades the pores 
In all th' arterial perforated Ibores ; 600 

The liquki food, which duough tliofe paifes (IriTCSy 
To eveiy pan juft reparation gives; 
Throvigh holes of various tiguret various Juice 
Infinuates^ to lerve for Nature's ufe. 

Sect 
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See, fofter fibres to the flcfh are fent, 6*5 

While the thin membrane finer ftrings anient : 

The tough and ftrong arc on the fincws laid, 

And to the bones the harder arc convcy'd; 

But what the mafs nurHtious does divide. 

To difFeient parts the different portions guide,- ' 6\m 

What makes rhem aptly to the limbs adhere, 

In youth augment them, and in age repair, I 

The deepeft Icarch co«ld never yet declare. J 

Nor lefs contrivance, nor lefs curious art. 
Surprize and plcafe in every other part. €15 

See, how the nerves, with equal wifdom ipade, 
Arifing from the render brain, pervade 
And fecrct pafs in pairs the channcl'd bone, 
And thence advance through paths and roads unknown; 
FormM of the hnefl: complicated thread, 620 

Thefe numerous cords are through the body fpread j 
A thoufand branches from each ti~unk they fend, 
Some to th« limbs, fomc to the bowels tend} 
Some in flrait lines, fome in tranfverfe, are found. 
One forms a crooked figure, one a round ; 625 

The entrails thjfe embrace in fpiral ftrings, 
Thofe clafp th' arterial tubes in tender rings j 
The tendons fomc compa6^ed clot<: produce. 
And fome thin fibres for the (kin diflfufe. 

Thefc fubtlc channels (fuch is every nerve !) 6jO 
For vital funftions, fenfe, and motion ferre j 
Included fpirits througii their fccrct road 
Pafs to and fro, as through the veins the blood ; 
Some to the heart advancing take their way, 
Which move and cii4kc die beating inufclc play ; 63 «; 
O 3 Part 
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Part to the fplecDi part to the liver, flows, 
Thefe to the lungs, and to the flomach thoie^ 
They help to labour and conco£^ the food. 
Refine the chyle, and animate the blood ; 
Exalt the ferments, and the ibainers aid. 
That, by a conftant reparation made, 
They may a due oeconomy maintain. 
Exclude the noxious parts, the good retain. 

Yet we thefe wondrous fun6lions ne'er perceivcj 
Funftions, by which we move, by which we livcj 
Unconfcious we thefe motions never heed. 
Whether they err, or by juft laws proceed. 

But otlier fpirits, govcrn*d by the will. 
Shoot through their tracks, and diftant mufcles fil 
This Sovereign by his arbitrary nod 
Redrains, or fends his miniders abroad j 
Swift and obedient to his high command, 
They fUr a finger, or they lift a hand ; 
They tune our voices, or they move our eyes ; 
By thefe we walk, or from the ground arife ; 
By thefe we turn, by thefe the body bend ; 
Contra£k a limb at pleafure, or extend : 
And though thefe fpirits, which obfequious go, 
Know not the paths through which they ready flo^ 
Kor can our mind in{lru£k them iu their way. 
Of all their roads as ignorant as they ; 
Yet feldom erring tliey attain their end. 
And reach that fmgle part, which we intend ^ 
Unguided they a juft difiin£lion make. 
This mufcle fwell, and leave the other iUck ; 
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And when their force this limb or that infl^£i;s. 
Our will the meafure of tlvit force dircQs j 
The fpirits which diftend them, as we plcafe^ 
Exert their power, or from their du^ ceafc. 

Thefe out-guards of the mind are fent abroad, 670 
And ftill patrolling beat the neighbouring road ; 
Or to the parts remote obedient fly, 
Keep pofts advanc'd, and on the frontier lie. 
The watchful centinels at every gate, 
At every paflage to the fenfes wait j C75 

Still travel to and fro the nervous way, 
And their impreflions to the brain convey. 
Where their report the vital envoys make. 
And with new orders are remanded back ; 
Quick, as a darted beam of light, they go, 6 So 

Through different paths to different oi-gans flow. 
Whence they rcfle^fl as fwifdy to the brain. 
To give it pleafure, or to give it pain. 

Thus has the Mufe a daring wing difplay'd. 
Through tracklefs fkies ambitious flight effay'd, 685 
To ting the wonders of the human frame ; 
But, oh ! bewails her weak, unequal flame. 
Ye fltilful maflers of Machaon*s race, 
Who Nature's mazy intricacies trace. 
And to fublimer fpheres of knowledge rife 690 

By manag'd fire, and late-invented eyes ; 
Tell, how your fcarch has here eluded l)ecn. 
How oft* amaz'd and ravilh'd you have feen 
The conduft, prudence, and flupendous art. 
And mafler-flrokes in each mechanic part. 695 

O 4 TeJl, 
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Te]l, what delightful myftcrics remain 
Unfung, which my inferior voice difdain. 
Who can this field of miracles furvey, 
And not with Galen all in rapture fay. 
Behold a Goi, adore him, and obey ! 70c •> 
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THB ARGUMENT. 

THE Introdu£):tony in imitation of King Solomon's 
ironical conceflions to the Libenine. The Creator 
alTerted, from the contemplation of animals. Of their 
fcnfe of hearing, tafHng, fmelliog, and efpecially of 
feeing. Of the nobler operations of animalsy com- 
monly called inftinfts. The Creator demonftrated 
farther, from the contemplation of human under- 
llanding, and the perfe£lions of the mind. The vi« 
gour and fwiftneis of Thought. Simple percep« 
tlon. Reflexion. Of the mind's power of ab- 
flra£llng, uniting, and feparating ideas. Of the 
faculty of reafoning, or deducing one propodtion 
from two others. The power of human underitand- 
ing, in inventing fkillful works, and in other in- 
Itances. The mind's fclf-determining power, or 
freedom of choice. Her power of electing an end, 
and chufing means to attain that end. Or ct)ntrol- 
ing our appetites, rejc6Hng pleafures, and chuling 
pain, want, and death icfeif, in hopes of happineU 
in a didant unknown ftate of life. The Conclufi- 
on, being a Ihort recapitulation of the whole ; with 
a Hymn to the Creator of the World. 

WHILE 

t 
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TXTHILE rofy Youth its perfc£l bloom maintains, 

■ ^ Thoughtlcfs of age, and ignorant of pains j 
While from the heart rich flreams with vigour fpring, 
Bound through their roads, and dance their vital ring; 
And fpirits, fwift as fun-beams through the flties, 5 
Dart through thy nerves, and fparkle in thy eyes j 
While Nature with full fttength thy finews arms. 
Glows in thy cheeks, and triumphs in her Qbarn^^ 
Indulge thy inftin^s, and intent on 4iip 
With raviflnng delight thy fenfes pleafe. 10 

S^nce no black clouds diflionour n^W tlie (ky, 
Ko winds, but balmy genial zephyrs, fly, ' 
E^ger embark, and to ch' inviting gale 
Thy pendants loofe, and fpread thy filken fail; 
Sportive advance on pleafure's wanton tide 15 

Through flowery fccncs, diffused on either fide. 

See how the hours their painted wings difplay, 
And draw, like harnefs'd doves, the fmiling day ! 
Shall this glad fpring, when a6tive ferments climb, 
Thefe months, the fairefl progeny of time, i% 

The brighteft parts in all duration's train, 
Aik thee to feise thy blifs, and a& in vain ? 
To their prevailing fmiles thy heart refign, 
And wifely make the proffcr'd bleffings thine. 

Near fome fair river, on reclining lapd, 15 

Midft groves and fountains let thy palace (land ; 
Let Parian walls unrival'd pomp difplay, 
And gilded towers repel augmented day s 

Let 
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Let porphyry pillars tn high rows uphold 
The azure roof cnrich'd with veins of gold j 3^ 

And the fair creatures of the fculpior's art 
Part gracd thy palace, and thy garden part t 
Herfc let the fcentful f(>oils of opening flowers 
Breathe frott thy citron walks, and jafmine bowers ; 
Hcfperian bloflbms in thy bofom fitiell ; 3^ 

Let all Arabia in thy garnnents dwell. 

That coflly banquets and delicious fcafts 
May crown thy table, to regale thy guefts, 
Ranfack the hills, and every park and wood. 
The lake unpeople, and dcfpoil the flood j 4# 

Procure each fcather'd luxury, th^ btrats 
Its native air, or from its clime I'etreats, 
And by alternate tranfmigi*ation flics 
O'er interpofing feas, and changes Ikies ; 
Let artful codks to raife their relilh ftrive, 45 

With all the fpicy tafles the Ihdies give. 

While vvVeaths of rofes round thy temples twine. 
Enjoy the fparkling bleflings of the vine; ^ 
Let the warm ne£Var all thy veins infpire, 
Solace thy bean, and raife the vital fire. ^9 

Next let the charms of heavenly mufic dicer 
Thy foul with rapture liilening in thy ear; 
Let tuneful chiefs exert their fkill, to &ow 
What artful joys from managed found can flow; 
Now hear the melting voice and trembling firing 5 55 
Let Pcpuch touch the lyre, and Margarita fing. 

While Wanton ferments fwell thy glowing Veins, 
To the warm pjfffion gi?c the fl^ckcnM reins | 

Thy 
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Thy gazing eyes with blooming beauty fcaft, 
. Keceive it$ dart, and hug it in thy bread ; 4o j 

From fair to fair with gay inconftance rorc, I 

Taftc every fweet, znd cloy thy foul with love. 

But midil thy boundlefs joys, unbridled youth. 
Remember ftill this fad, but certain truth. 
That thou at laft fcvercly muft account? ^5 . 

To what will thy coogefled guilt amount ! 

Allow a God ; he mui\ our deeds regard ; 
A righteous Judge muft punifh and reward : 
Yet that he rears no high tribunal here, 
^ Impartial juftice to difpenfe, is clear. 79 

His fword unpuniih'd criminals defy, 
Nor by his thunder does the tyrant die ; 
While Heaven's adorers, preft with want and pain. 
Their unrewarded innocence maintain. 
See his right hand he unrxtended keeps, 75 

Though long provoked, th* una£live vengeance deeps. 

Hence we a world fucceeding this infer, -» 

Wliere he his jullice will alfcrt ; prepare ? 

To ftand arraigned before his awful bar. J 

Where wilt thou liide thy ignominious head ? 80 

Shuddering with horror, what haft thou to plead ? 
Befpairing wretch! he '11 frown thee from his tluonc. 
And by his wrath will make his being known. 

Yet more Religion's empire to fupport. 
To puih the foe, and make our laft elfort; 95 

Let beings with attention l)e review'd. 
Which, not alone with vital power endued. 
Can move themfelves, can organiz'd perceive 
The various ftrokes, wVucU Nmou^ c^Vyi^ ^\^, 
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Bv laws mechanic can Lucretius tcU 90 

How living creatures fee, or hear, or ffnell? 

How is the image to the fenfe conrey'd ? 

On the tun'tl orglan how the impulfe made ? 

How, and by Nvhtch'ttiore noble part, the brain 

Perceives th' idea, can their fchools explain ? 95 

'Tis clear, in that fupcrior feat alone 

The judge of obje6^s has her fecrct throne ; 

Since, a limb fcver'd by the wourfdin]^ ftccl, 

We ftill may pain, as in that member, " fcel. 

Mark how the fpirits watchful in the *ar ic» 

Seize undulating founds, and catch the vocal tir. 
t'ibferve how others, that the tongue poflefs. 
Which falts of various (hape and fize imprefs, 
From their affefled fibres upward dart. 
And different taftes by different ftrofces impart. 105 
Rema.k, how ihofe, which in the noftril dwell, 
'J hat artful Organ deftin*d for the fmell, 
By vai)ours mov*d, their paiTage upward take. 
And icents unpleafant or delightful make. 

If in the tongue, the nodril, and the ear, ii# 

No ikill, no wifdom, no defign, appear j 
Lucretians, next, regard rl>c curious eye i 
Can you no art, no prudence, there defcry } 
By your mechanic principles, in vain 
The fenfe of iight you labour to explain. 1 15 

You fay, from all the obje£^s of the eye 
Thin colouc'd ihapcs uninterrupted fly. 
As wandering ghofts (fo ancient poets feign) 
blum through tlie air, and fweep th' infernal plain 1 
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Sip thefe light ngures roam by day and nighty i 

But undifcover'd till betray 'd by liglit. 

But can corpoi^al forms with (o much eafe 
Meet in their 4ight a (hpufand imagejs. 
And yet joo conii£l, no collifive force, 
Sf^ak tlietrthia texture, and didurb their courfe? u 
What fix'd their parts, and made them fo cohere. 
That they the piftore of the object wear ? 
What is the ih»pe» that from a body flies ? 
What moves» what propagates, what multiplies, 
J^^ paints one iouge in a thoufand eyes ? 130 

When to the eye the crowding figures pafs. 
How in a point can all pofTefs a place. 
And lie di(laf^iih'4 in fuch narrow fpace ? 
Since all perception in the brain is made, 
fXhough where and how was never yet difplay'd) i 
And fince fo great a didance lies between 
The eye-ball, and the feat of fenfe within ; 
Wbile in.Uie eye th' arrefted obje£l (lays, 
Tell, what th^ ide? to -the brain conveys ? 

^ou fay, the fptrits in the optick nerve, i 

Mov'd by the intercepted image, ferre 
To bear th* ifnpreffion to the brain, and give 
The (broke,' by which the obje£): we perceive. 

How does the brain, toujch'd with a different ffardce, 
Tbe whale diiUngiujih from the marble rock? 145 
Pronounce this: tree .a cedar, that an oak } 
Can fpirits weak oribx>nger blows eiq^refs^ 
One bodyj^ateT) and another kfs ? 

H) 



} 
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How do they make as fpaee and diftanoe knowf 
At once diflin^t a.thoufand obje6b ihow^ 150 

Lucretiansy now proceed ; contemplate all 
The nobler a£^ions of the aaimaly 
Which inftin6t fome, fome lower reafon, call. 
Say, what contexture did by chance arrive, 
Which to brute creatures did that inflia^t give 15.5 
Whence they at iight difcem and dread their fioe^ 
Their food diflinguifli, and their phyiic know ? 
By which the lion learns to hunt his prey. 
And the weak herd to fear and fly away ? 
The birds contrive inimitable nells ? t£a 

And dens are haunted by the foreft beads ? •• 
Whence fome in fubcerranean dwellings hide, 
Thefe in the rocks, and thofe in wood« abide t 
Whence timorous beads, through hills and lawns pur? 
By artful ihifts the ravening foe elude? £fued, 165 

What various wonders may obfervers fee 
In a fmall inft:£^, the fagacious bee I 
Mark, how the little untaught builders fquare 
Their rooms, and in the dark their lodgings lear ! 
Nature's mechanics, they unwearied drive, 1:79 

And fill with curious labyrinths the hive. 
See, what bright drokes of archite£bire flune 
Through the whole frame, what beauty, what deiigQ ! 
Bach odoriferous cell, and waxen tower, . 
The yellow pillage of the rifled flower, 275 ' 

Has twice three fides, the only ^ure £c 
To which the labourers may dieir .doretoomiiiit 
Without tlfie lofs of mattxr, or of room. 
In all the wondrous dru^ure of thft comV). 
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Next view, fpefUtor, with admiring eyes, . 
In what juft order all th' apartments rife ! 
So,.regular their equal fides cohere, 
Th' adapted angles (o each other bear, - 
That, by mechanic rules refin'd andbokt. 
They are at once upheld, at once uphold. 
I>oes not diis ikill ev'n vie wiih reafon's reach ? 
Can Elucid more, can more Palladio, teach ? 
Each verdant hill th' induflrious chcmifts climbs 
Extrafb the riches of the blooming thyme, 
And, provident of winter long bctore. 
They (Vock their caves, and hoard their flowery fio 
In peace they rule their (late with prudent care. 
Wifely defend, or wage offenfive war. 
Maro, thefe wonders offered to his thought, 
Ftlt his known ardour, and the rapture caught : 
Then raisM his voice, and in immortal lays 
Did high as Heaven the infcft nation raifc. 

If, Epicurus, this whole artful frame 
Does not a wife Creator's hand proclaim. 
To view the intelle^ual world advance ; 
It this the creature too of Fare or Chance ? 
Turn on itfclf thy godlike reafon's ray. 
Thy mind contemplate, and its f>ower funrcy. 

.'What high perfedions grace the human mind. 
In flelh imprifon'd, and to earth confined I 
What vigour has ihe ! what a piercing (ight I 
Strong as the winds, and fprightly as the light i 
She moves unweary'd, as die adlive fire, 
And, like the flame, her flights to Heaven afpirei 
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By day htt thoughts^ m nefreJr-ccnfirtg Ihvams 2x0 

Flow clear ,* by nigi^f they Arive 'm* troubled dreams, 
91ie draws ten thoufond )aiidfcaf>es in tiw brain, 
Drcflcs of airy forms aTf eudlefs train. 
Which all her intcUbfltiMfl fcencs prepare,. . 
Enter by turns the flage, and difappear. irj 

To the remoter regions of the iky 
Her fwift-wingM thought can in a momcat fly^ 
Climb to the heights of Heaven, to be employed ' 
In viewing thence th' interminable void j 
Cah look beyond the Oream of time, to fee 22*^ 

The ftagnflnt ocean of eternity. 
Thoughts in an inftant through the zodiack run, 
A year's long journey for the labouring fun ; 
Thtfn doWn they fhoot, as^ fwift as darting light. 
Nor ciati oppofing clouds retard their flight ; 22$ 

Through fubterraneaft vaults with eafe they fweep. 
And fearch the hiddeii' wt>nders of the deep. 
When man with reafon'digriify'd is bom^ 
Ko images his naked mind adorn ; 
J^ fciences or arts enrich his brain, 23^ 

IJor Fancy Jwt difplays her pi61:ur'd train t 
He no innate ideas can difcern, 
Of knowledge deftitute, though apt to leanu 
Our intelleftual, like the body's, eye, 
WliiW itt'tlYC womb, no objeft can defcryi 235 

Tet is difpos'd to entenain the light. 
And judge of things when offered to the fight. 
When obje£b through the fenfes palTage ffdn. 
And fill witli various imagery the brain^ 
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Th* ideas, which the mind docs^ thence perceive, . 

To think and know tlie firft occaflon give. 

Did (he not ufe the fenfcs' mmiftryy ^ 

Nor ever tafte, or fniell, or hear, or fee, j 

Could (he poCTcft of power perceptive be ? , J 

Wretches, who fightlefs into being came, . . 14 

Of light or colour no idea frame. 

Then grant a man his being did commence, 

Deny*d by Nature each external fenfe, 

Thefc ports unopen'd, diiRdent we guefs, 

Th' unconfcious foul no. image could poiTefs j 15" 

Though what in fuch a (late the reftlefs train 

Of fpirits would produce, we aik in vain. 

The mind. proceeds, and to rcflc£lion goes. 

Perceives (he does perceive, and knows (he knows j 

Reviews her afts, and does from thence conclude 

She is with reafon and with choice endued. 

From individuals of diftingui(b*d kind. 
By her ahftxading faculty, the mind ^. . , 

Precifcly general natures can conceive, 
jft.nd birth to notions univerfal give; i$c 

The various modes of things diilindly (hows,^ ... % 
A pure rerpe6l, a nice relation knows, . I 

And fees whence each refpeft and each relation flows* J. 
By her abftra£ling power in pieces takes 
The mix'd and compound whole, which Nature nuike&{ 
On objects of the fcnfes- (he refines, "j 

Beings by Nature fcparated joins, > 

And fevers qualities, which that combines, *{» 

The 
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The mind, frfttn things repugn iint, fome refped:s 

fti which their natures are alike felefts, 270 

And can fome difference ami unlikenefs fee 

In things which feem entirelyto agree : 

She does diftingnifli here, and there unite? 

The mark of judgenrrent that, and this of wit 

As flie can reckon, fepafitc, anil compare, 
Conceive what order, rule, proportion, are, 
So from one thought (he (HH can more infer; 

Maxim from maxim can by forc6exprefs, 

And make difcoverVf triiths iflbtikte truths cOrffeft : - ' 

Oh plain foundataons, which our<rt}iiron kySy ' iS« 

Slie can -ftiipendous frames of fcHeAceraifef 

Notion on notion "built Will fbweringirife, 

Till th* intellectual fabrics' rtacfh tttelkicsj " 

The mathea^^ axi<$msi v^hkh appw 

Bf fcientific dem6nO;r«tton-c4«ar, •" - ' -.285 1 

The mafter builders on tWd'^MaW4-car? -■ J 

From two plaiii problems by kbcurious thought ' 

Is all the wondrous fuperftmftiite Wrought. 

The foul, as mention 'd, can heVfdlf infpe£t, 
By afts reflex can \'rew hef afts dIreCl; 190' 

A talk too hard for fen{t';fer though the eye 
Its own refle6led image can dcfcry, 
Yet it ne'er faw the fight by wliich it fees, 
Vifion can fhew no colourM images. 

The mihd^s tribtinat can reports reject 495 

Made by the fenfes, and their faolts correal ; 
The magnitude of diftant ftars it knows, 
IFV^iich erring fcnfe, as twiftklVtv^'ti^w^ ^<(S^\a 
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Crookod the ihape our cheated eye believe 
Which through a double medium it receives j jo* 

Superior mind does a right judgement make. 
Declares it (Iraighty and mends the eye's miftakc. 

Where dwells this foveieign arbitrary foul. 
Which does the human animal control, I 

Inforoi each part, and agitate the whole ? 305 J 

O'er miniderial fenfes does prefide, 
To all their various provinces divide. 
Each member move, and every motion guide. 
Which, by her fecret unconteiled nod, ^ 

Her mefTengers the fpirits fend? abroad, 3^* ^ 

Through every nervous pafs, and every vital road, J 
To fetch from every diftant part a train 
Of outward obje£b9 to enrich the brain ? 
Where (its this bright intelligence entbrou'dy 
With numberlefs ideas pour'd around ? 3 1 j 

Where fcienccs and arts in order wait, 
And truths divine compofe her god*like (fauc f 
Can the diffeGiing fteel the brain difplay, jia 

And the augufl: apartfue^c open lay. 
Where this great queen (bill chufes to reiide 
In intelle£hial pomp, and bright ideal pride ? 
Or can the eye, afliftcd by the glafs, 
Difcern the (Irait, but hofpicable place, 3;^ 

In which ten thoufand images remain. 
Without confufion, and tlieir rank maintain ? 

How does this. wondrous principle of thought 
Perceive the obje£b by the fenfes brought ? 
What philofophic builder wiYV eV\ai^ -330 

By rules mechanic to unfold tVit vi*^ 
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How a machioe mud be diipos'4 tp think. 

Ideas how to frame, and how to link ? 

Tell us, Lucretius, Epicurus, tell, 

And you in wit unrival ihall excel, 335 

How through the outward fenfe the objed flies. 

How in the foul her images arj|fe ; 

What thinking, what perceptj6n is, explain { 

What all the airy creatures Hf the brain ; 

How to the mind a thought refle^ed goes, 341^ . 

And how the confcious engine knows it knows. 

The mind a thoufand Ikilful works can frame, 
Can form deep projects to procure her aim. 
Merchants for eadem pearl and golden ore 
To crofs the main, and reach the Indian fhore, 345 
Prepare the floating (hip, and fprcad the fail, ■ 
To catch the impulfe of the breathing gale. 
Warriors in framing fchemes their wifdom ihow. 
To difappoint or circumvent tlie foe. 
Th* ambitious flatefman labours dark defigns, 359 
Now open force employs', now undermines 1 
' By paths dire£l his end he now purfucs, 
By fide approaches now, and ilanting views; 

See, how refidlefs orators perfuade. 
Draw out their forces, and the heaft invade; 355 

Touch every fpring and movement of the foul, 
This appetite excite, and that control j 
Their powerful voice can flying troops arreft. 
Confirm the weak, and melt th' obdurate bttiaft t 
Chacc from the fad their melancholy air, 3^0 

Sooth difcoatent, and folace anxious cu^» 
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When threattning tides of rage and anger rife, ' 
Ufurp the throne, and reafon's fway defpife. 
When in the feats of life this tempefl reigns. 
Beats through the heart, and drires along the Teintr 
See, eloquence with force pcrfuafive binds 
The refllcfs waves, and charms the warring windSf 
Rcnftlcfs bids tumultuous uproar ceafe. 
Recalls the calm, and gives the bofom peace. 

Did not the mind, on heavenly joy intent^ 37* 

The various kinds of harmony invent ? 
She the theorbo, ihe the viol found. 
And all the moving melody of found ? 
She gave to breathing rubes a power unknown. 
To fpcak infpir'd with accents not their own-; 375 

Taught tuneful fons of muik how to fing, 
How, by vibrations of th* extended faring. 
And managed impulfe on the fuffertng air» 
T* extort the rapture, and delight the ear. 

See, how celeilial reafon does command 380 

The ready pencil in tlic painter's hand ; 
Whofc ftrokcs affcft with nature's felf to vie. 
And with ftrlfe life amufc the doubtful eye i 
Behold the (Irong emotions of the mind 
Exerted in the eyes, and in the face dcfign'd. 515 

Such is ilie artitl's wondrous power, tlut we 
Ev'n piftur'd fouls and coloured paflions fee. 
Where without words (peculiar eloc^uence) 
The bufy figures fpeak their various fenfc. 
What living face does more diilrcfs or woe, 59#« 

More finifh*d,(hav^y confuWou* Uouor, koow^ I 

ThAQ what the niaftcu o£ iVu; v^uoX fti^>«\ \ 
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"Mean time the chizel with the pencil vies ; 
The fifter arts difpute the doubtful prize. 
Are human limbs, ev'n in their vital ftatc, 395 ^ 

More juft and flrong, more free and delicate, I 

Than Buonorota's curious tools create? -^ 

He to the rock can vital inftinfls give. 
Which thus trans form'd can rage, rejoice^ or grieve : 
His ikilful hand does marble veins infpire 400 

Now with the lover's, ngw the .hero*s iire j . 
So well th' imagined a£lor$ play their part^ 
The filent hypocrites fuch power exert, 
Tljat paflions, which they teel not, they beflow. 
Affright us with their fear, and melt us with their woe. 
Tliere Niobe leans weeping on her arm : 
How her fad looks and beauteous forrow charm ! 
Sec, here a Venus foft in Parian ftone ; • 
A Pallas there to anc^t fables known ; 
That from the rock arofe, not from the main, 41Q 

This not from Jove's, but from the fculptor's braiu. 

Admire the carver's fertile cncrj^y. 
With ravifh'd eyes his happy offspring fee. 
What beauteous figures by th' umival'd art 
Of Britifti Gibbons from the cedar ftart! 41^ 

He makes that tree unnative charms ailume, 
Ufurp gay honours, and another's bloom j 
The vaiious fruits, which ditfercnt climates bear, 
And all the pride the fields and gardens wear^ , 
While from urjuicy limbs without a root 410 

Kew buds devis'd, and leafy branches, ihoot. 

As human kind can bv an a6t dire£t« 
Perceive smd know, then rcafon aiu^ xt^<.C^\ 
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So the Self-moving Spring has power to chufe, 
Thefe methods to rejef^, and thoife to ufe j 4x5 

' She can defign and profecute an end. 
Exert her vigour, or her a£^ fufpend ; 
Free from the infults of all foreign powcTi 
She does her godlike liberty fecure { 
Her right and high prerogative maintains, 430 

Impatient of the yoke, and fcoms coercive chains ; 
She can her airy train of forms difband. 
And makes new levees at her own command { 
O'er her ideas fovereign (he prtfides. 
At pleafure thefe unites, and thofe divides. 4^5 

The ready phantoms at her nod advance. 
And form the bufy intelle6bsal dance ; 
Wliilc her fair fccncs to vary, or fupply. 
She Tingles out fit images, that ]ie 
In memory's records, which fait||Ful hold 44c 

01)jc6l> immcnl'c in fecret marks inioUM ; 
The flccpiijg forms at her command awake, 
And now return, and now their cells forfake, 
On ai^ive Fancy's crowded theatre. 
As (he dirc£ls, they rife or difappcar. 44^ 

Objcfts, which through the fcnfcs make their way, 
And juft imprcfllons to the foul convey. 
Give her occafion firft herfelt to move. 
And to exert her hatred, or her love ; 
Ideas, which to fome impuliive fcem, 450 

A£t not upon the mind, but that on them. 
When (he to foreign obje£ts audience gives, 
TVieir /Irokes and aiouou%\xxx\x<&\]iitasi'^iLCJ(ives« 
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Af thcfc perceptions, wc ideas name, 

Fiom her own pkjwer and aftive nature came^ 45 j 

So when difcern'd by intellcftual light, 

Herfelf her various paffions does excite. 

To ill her hate, to good her appetite j 

To ihun the firft, the latter to procure, 

She chufes means by free elef^ive power* ; 4(f 

She can their various habitudes furvey. 

Debate their fitnefs, and their merit weigh. 

And, while the means fuggedcd (be comptrct» 

She to the rivals this or that prefers. 

By her fxiperior power the reafoning foul 4%f 

Can each relu6tant appetite control ; 
Can every paflion rule, and every fenfe, 
Change Nature's courfe, and with her laws difpenfef 
Our breathing to prevent, ihe can arreft 
Th' extenfion, or coDtra£tion, of the breaftf 479 

When pain*d with hunger, we can food refufe. 
And wholefome abdinence, or faoiine chufe. 
Can the wild lieaft his inftin£l difobey, 
And from his jaws releafe the captive prey f 
Or hungry herds on verdant pafturcs lie, i|7^ 

Mlndlefs to eat, and refolut<: to die > 
With heat expiring, can the panting hatt 
Patient of thirft from the cool (heam depart f 
Can brutes at will imprifon'd breath detain f 
Torment prefer to eafe, and Ufe difdain ? 4S# 

From all reflraint, from all compulGoD free^ 
Unforc'd, and unneceditated, we 
Ourfelves determine, and our freedoixi ^^"^ 
Wbea this we €y, and to t!bu oV^t&i uan^ 
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Had not the mind a power to will and chufe, 4!$ 

.One obje£|: to embrace, and one rcfufe ; 

Could fhe not a£ly or not her a£l fufpend. 

As it ob(lru£^ed, or advanced her end ; 

Virtue and Vice were names without a caufe, 

iThis would not Hate defer vc, nor that Applaufci 490 

Juftice in vain has high tribunals rear*d, 

Whom can her fentcnce punifh, whom reward ? 

If impious children Ihould their father kill. 

Can they be wicked, when they cannot will ; 

When only caufes foreign and unfeen 49 Si 

Strike with refiftlcfs force the fprings within, \ 

Whence in the engine man all motion mud begin ? J 

Are vapours guilty, which the vintage blad? 
Ate (lorms profcrib'd, which lay the forcft wade ? 
Wny lies the wretch then fortur'd on the wheel, 5C« 
If forc*d to treafon, or compel I'd to ileal ? 
Why docs the warrior, by aufpicious fate 
With laurels crownM, and clad in robes of ftate. 
In triumph ride amidft the gazing throng 
Deaf with applaufes, and the ['oct's fongj 505 

If the vi£lorious, but the brute machine 
Did only wreaths inevitable win. 
And no wife choice or vigilance has (hown^ 
Mov'd by a fatal impulfe, not his own ? 

Should trains of atoms human fcnfe impel, ^i% 

Though not fo fierce, fo ftrong, fo vifii)lc, 
As'foldicrs arm'd, and do not men arrefl 
With clubs uplield abd daggers at tiieir bread; 
Yee means compulfive are riot plainer ibown, 
Whca TulSdns drive, or coa^\utvow ^t^^\^^ Qii.\ \\s 
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As mucb we 're forc'd, when by ah atom '%'(vrij .. . 
Control'd, as when a tyrant we obey > 
And, by whateTer caufe conilraki'd to aft. 
We merit no reward, no guilt contrad. 

Our mind.of rulers feels aconfcious awe^ . 51* 
Reveres their juftkc, and regards their law. . . . , 
She re6titude and deviation knows^ ^ . 

That vice from one, from one that virtue flows | 
Of thefe (he feels unlike effe£ls within. 
From virtue pleafure, and remorfe from fini 515 

Hopes of a juft reward by that are fed, 
By this of wrath vindiftive fecret dread. 
The mind, which thus can rules of duty learn, 
Can right from wrong, and good from ill, di(cen)> 
Which, the fharp ftroke of jwftice to prevent, 530 

Can ihame exprtfs, can grieve, reflc£^, repent | 
From fate or chance her rife can never draw, 
Thofe caufes know not vrrtue, vice, or law. 

She can a life fucceeding this conceive. 
Of blifs or woe an endlefs ftate believe. ^3^ 

Dreading the jufl and untverfal doom. 
And a^'d by fears of punilhmcnt to come. 
By hopes excited of a glorious crown. 
And certain pleafures in a world unknown r 
She can the fond deilres of fenie veftrain, 549^ 

^eiUpunce delight,^ and chufe diilrcfs and paii»f 
Can rufti on danger, can defbru6tion face. 
Joyful relinquish life, and death embrace ( 
She to a£ii£bd virtue can adhere. 
And chains and want to prof^rgus |>\^\Kfii«t \ vns 
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Unmor'dy thefe wild teinpeftuous ietts furvcyy 

And view ferene this reftlcfs rolling fea* 

In vain the moaftert* which the coaft infeft^ 

Spend all their rage to interrupt her reft { 

Her charming fong the fyrcn fings in Tain, 550 

Bhe can the tunefiil hypocrite diidain; 

Fiz'd and unchanged the £uthlefs world hehold. 

Deaf 19 its threats, and to its fairour cold. 

Sages remark, we IsdMur not to ihow 

The will is free, but that the man htot 

For what enlighten'd reafooer can declare 

What human will and under (landing are } 

IVhac fcience from'thofe obje^Vs can we firame 

Of which we little know, beiides the name f 

The learned, who with anatomic art 5(0 

DiiTeffc the mind, and thinking fubdance part. 

And various powers and faculties allcrt. 

Perhaps by fuch ab(lra£Uon of the mind 

Divide the things, that are in nature job'd. 

What mailers of the fchools can make it dear 565 

Thofe faculties, which two to them appear. 

Are not refiding in the foul the fame, 

And not di(lin6t, but by a different name f 

Thus has the l^ufe purfued her hardy thcne. 
And fung the wonders of this artful frame. 5^ 

Ere yet one fubtcrranean arch was made, p * , 

One cavern vaulted, or one girder laid ; 
£re the high rocks did o*er the fhores ari£s. 
Or fnowy mountains tower'd aniidft the ikies 1 
Before the wwry troops &Vd oil ftom land* S95 

^dmd 1$/ MmiM die rockft eiaccudC^'vELi»2D^\ 
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Before the air its bofom did xinMd, . ^ 

Or bumlih*d orbs in blue expaniiQa^ roU'd § 

She fung how Nature then in embryo lay. 

And did the fecrct« of her birth' difplay* ;^|( 

When tfter, at th' Almighty's high command^ - 
Obedient waves divided from the land I 
And (hades and lazy mifts were chac'd «way» , '. 

While rofy light diffused the tender day i ; 
When uproar ^cas'd* and wild confiifion fleil, r .5(3 
And new-bocn Nature rais'd her honiteom hea^f 
She fung th« frame of this terreftnalpiley 
The hills, the. rocks, the rivers, andthefoilf 
She view'd the fandy frontiers, which reftraiA 
Th^ noify infults of th* impriro^*d,inain^ 5^ 

RaagM o'er the wide difTuiion of the waves, . : ' 
The moid coerulean walks, and fearch-d the corajl cans* 

She then furvcy'd the fluid fields cif air* 
And the crude, ieeds of meteors faihioa'd there ;^ 
Then ^th continued flight ihe ^led her way, ,. 59^ 
Mounted, and bold purTued the fource gf dajr^, . , 
With wpoder of celeltial motions fung, 
How the pois'd orbs are in the vacant hung^ 
How the bright fluices of aetherial light. 
Now fliuv defend the empire of thf night, $1^ 

And now, drawn up. with wife alternate caie^ 

, Let floods ^f gk>ry out, and ipread with day the air* 

Then with a daring wing Hie foar'd fublime* 
Ttom realm to realm, from ocb to orb did climb: 
Swift through the (pacious gulph iheurg'diiecway, 6«iJ 

. At length emerg'd in empyrean day \. 



To fing the lifelefs pans of Nature chufc ; 
And then advanc'd to woriders yet behind, 
Survcy'd and (ung tliv* ve^r'al)le kind ; 
Did lofty woods, and hwmblc brakts revieur, 
Along the valley fwept, and o'er the mouTntain f 
Then left the Muf& the field and waving^ grote. 
And unfatigued wirli' grateful labour drove - 
To climb th' amazing hcigrhts of fenfe, and iing 
TWt power perceptive, and the inward fpring 
Which agitates and guides each living thing. 
' "She next eflay'd the embryo's rife to trace ' ■ 
From an unfa&ion'd, rude,' unehanuePd mafi't 
Sung how the fpirits waken'd in tiw brain • 
itixt their force, and gctaiX toil maiBtafA ; ' : 
£re£l the beating heairt,' the channels frame, • • 
Unfold entangled limbs, and kindle vital flame | 
How the fmall pipes are inmeanders laid^ 
And bounding life is to 4nd fro conveyM ;■ ' 
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She fung the godlike piiDciple of thought^ "1 

And how, from obje^s by the fenfes broughtf f 

The intellc^ual imagery is wrought; ^ 

How (he the modes of beings can difcdni» . 34# 

A nice rerpe£^, a meer relation learn \ . 

Can all the thin abftra&ed notions reach^ 

Which Grecian wits, or, Britain, thine can tetch. 

1'hus has the Mufe Urovc to difplay a part 
Cf thofe unnumber'd miracles of art» ' 645 

Of prudence* condo6t, and of wife defigny 
Which to th' attentive thougluconrpicuous (hioe. . /, j 

Still, vanquiih'd Atheifts! will y-pu kc^p the 6cld, 
And, hard in error, Otill refufe (o.yi^ld?. , ,; . 

See, all your broken arms lie fpre^ad ajpu(\d> 659 

And igil(k»inioub rout lieforms tl>e. ground} 
Be wife, and once, admoniik'd by aifoci - 
Wl lere lies yoar (lrcngth,and where ygvr^^eaknefsykDoyv^ 
^(> more at Rcar9D%.fo]emf) bar appear^).. . 
Hardy no more fcholaAic weapons bear;- - 655 

Dilband your fecbje forces, and decli^o 
The war; no more in tinfel armour fliinei 
Nor Ihake your bullrufh f|>cars, bqt fwift repair 
To your ftron^g 'place of arms, the feoffcr's chair j 
Vnd thence, fupported with a mocking ring, 660 

arcaftic darts and keen inve£lives flinj; • 
gaind your foe*^, and fcornful at your fcaiU 
eligion vamiuifli with decifxve jefts j 
-Qi'd with reliftlefs laughter, Hei|ven alTailf 
linquilh Reafon, and let Mirth prevail. 665^ 

70od Heaven ! that men, who yaunt ^Cct\t^^^\^^^ 
> irrogant from wildom's di("taut lAi^x. 
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Jlk>ok down oft vulgar mortals, who revere y 

Jl Caufe Saprcme^ 'flioQld their proud building teair f 
^)l^ithout one prop: tH© ponderous pile to bear! ^ 

How much the Jnd^y who does ia Heaven prefide 
Re-mocks the fcoffiur^ and contemns ivks pri<k i 
Behold, the fad imruf¥crablc hour 
Advances, ftear; which will his ceror cuiie f 
When he oompeli'd (hall drink, tlis vwathful bowl. 
And ruin'd feel immortal vengeance < roll 
Through allthis vefins> and drench' hk Mmoil fouL 
O'erwhifltnM V^id^ horMrr fiUik in deep defpair, 
And- lofVldr lever^ will -the 'wVeioh forbear . 
To curftt his madnefs, Ukd< bl^ff^mi^ the power $9^. 
Of his juft<i6ferdgi}^ whkh hi tadttk^d bofore > 

Hail, King Supnmel of Power Ilnmenfe Abyfs ! 
Father of Light ! ^xbauAlefs Source of Blifs I 
ThoQ uncreated; Sielf-^exiftent Caufe, 
ControlM by na Asperfor Being's laws» 6tj 

Sit infant light^efTay'd to dart the ray, 
Smil'd heavenly fwcet, and try'd to kindle day : 
Ere die vride^eldJf of dSthet were difplay'd. 
Or filver ftars codtufean fpheres inlaid ; 
Ere ytft'th'd eldeflr child of Time was bom, i^l 

Or verdanr pride young Nature did adorn | 

Thou art ; and didft eternity employ 

In unmoletletf pfrice, ih plenitude of joy. 
In its ideal framfe thtf world, dcfign'd 

From ages ^aft, lay finilhM in thy mind. 695 

Conform to this diving imagrn'd plan. 

With fetk&atidi* aidas^mgNTotk be^« 
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Thy glance furvcy'd the folitary plains, 

Where fliapclcfs ihade inert and lilcnt reigns ; 

Then in the dark andandiftinguifliM fpace, 

Unfruitful, uninclos'd, and wild efface, 

Thy compafs for the world mark'd out the dcftin'd 

place. 
Then didft Thou through the fields of barren Night 
Go forth, colle£ked in Creating Might. 
Where Thou almighty vigour didfl exert, 
Which emicant did this and that way dart 
Through the black bofom of the empty fpace : 
The guVphs confefs th* omnipotent embrace, 
And, pregnant grown with elemental feed, 
Unfiniih'd orbs and worlds in embryo breed. 
From the crude mafs, Omnifcient Archite^, 
Thou for each part materials didfl feleft, 
And with a mafter-hand thy world ereft. 
Labour'd by Thee, the globes, vaft lucid buoys. 
By Thee uplifted, float in liquid (kies : 
By Thy cementing word their parts cohere, 
And roll by Thy impulfive nod in air. 
Thou in the vacant didft the earth fufpend, 
Advance the mountains, and the vales extend ; 
People the plains with flocks, with beafts the wood, 
And (lore with fcaly colonies the flood. 

Next, Man arofc at Thy Creating Word, 
Of Thy terreftial realms vicegerent lord. 
His foul, more artful labour, more reftn'd. 
And emulous of bright Seraphic Mind, 

Q^ Ennobled 
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Ennobled by Thy Image, fpotlefs fhone, 
Prais'd Thee her author, and ador'd Thy thione t 
Able to know, admire, enjoy her God, 
She did her high felicity applaud. 

Since Thou didft all the fpacious worldt diipUy, 
Hoini^ to Thee let all obedient pay. 
Let glittering (brs, that dance their deftin'd ring 
Sublime in iky, with vocal planets fing 
Confederate praife to Thee, O Great Creator King ! 
Let the thin diftri6b of the waving air. 
Conveyancers of found. Thy fkill declare* 
Let winds, the breathing creatures of the ikiet. 
Call in each vigorous gale, that roving flies 
By land or fea ; ^hen one loud triumph raife. 
And all their blafts employ in fongs of praife. 

While painted herald-birds Thy deeds proclaim. 
And on their fpreading wings convey Thy fame : 
Let Eagles, which in Heaven's blue concave foar. 
Scornful of earth fuperior feats explore. 
And rife wiph breafls enSk againft the fun. 
Be minifters to bear Thy bright renown. 
And carry ardent praifes to Thy throne. 

Ye fiih, affumc a voice ; with praifes fill 
The hollow rock, and loud rtzCtive hill. 
Let lions with their roar their thanks exprefs. 
With acclamations (hake the wildemefs. 
Let thunder clouds, that float firom pole to pole. 
With falvos loud falute Thee as they roll. 
Ye monflers of the fea, ye noify waves. 
Strike with applaiifc the repcrculBve cares. 
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Let hall and rain» let meteors form'd of fire. 
And lambent flames, in this blefl work confpire. 
Let the high cedar and the mountain pine 
Lowly to thee. Great King, their heads incline. 
Let every fpicy odoriferous tree 
Prefent its incenfe and its balm to Thee. 

And thou, Heaven's viceroy o'er this woxld below. 
In this bled taik fuperior ardour ihow ; 
To view thyfelf, infle6t thy reafon*s ray. 
Nature's replenilh'd theatre furvcy; 
Then all on fire the Author's (kill adore. 
And in loud fongs extol Creating Power, 

Degenerate minds, in mazy error lofl. 
May combat Heaven, and impious triumphs boaft; 
But, while my veins feel animating fires. 
And vital air this breathing breaft infpires, 
Grateful to Heaven, I'll (Iretch a pious wing. 
And iing His praife, who gave me power to iing. 
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